
san francisco recycling guide

san francisco recycling guide provides a comprehensive overview of the city's recycling
programs, regulations, and best practices. As one of the leading cities in environmental
sustainability, San Francisco has implemented rigorous recycling policies to reduce landfill waste
and promote resource recovery. This guide covers everything from what materials are accepted in
the curbside recycling program to specialized recycling services for electronics and hazardous
waste. Understanding these guidelines is essential for residents, businesses, and visitors to
participate effectively in the city's zero waste goals. The guide also highlights key tips for sorting
recyclables correctly, the benefits of composting, and how to access local recycling centers. By
following this san francisco recycling guide, individuals can contribute significantly to environmental
conservation and help the city maintain its reputation as a leader in waste diversion.
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San Francisco Recycling Programs Overview
San Francisco’s recycling programs are designed to support the city’s ambitious zero waste
initiative, aiming to divert 100% of waste from landfills and incinerators. The city mandates
recycling and composting for all residents, businesses, and institutions. Managed by Recology, the
waste management service provider, the programs include curbside collection of recyclables,
compostables, and landfill waste. This comprehensive system ensures that materials are separated
at the source, maximizing recovery and minimizing contamination. San Francisco’s programs
emphasize sustainability through education, enforcement, and community engagement to maintain
high participation rates and effective waste diversion.

Curbside Collection Services
San Francisco offers an integrated curbside collection service that separates recyclables,
compostables, and landfill waste into three distinct containers. Residents receive blue bins for
recyclables, green bins for compost, and black bins for landfill trash. Collection schedules vary by
neighborhood but generally occur weekly or biweekly. The city encourages proper sorting to reduce
contamination and improve recycling quality. Additionally, bulky items and electronic waste require
special handling and cannot be placed in standard curbside bins.



Zero Waste Goals
San Francisco’s zero waste goals aim to eliminate landfill disposal by 2025 through comprehensive
recycling and composting programs. These goals are supported by strict ordinances requiring waste
sorting, educational outreach, and penalties for non-compliance. The city’s approach integrates
policy, infrastructure, and community involvement to foster a culture of resource recovery and
environmental responsibility.

Accepted Materials and Sorting Guidelines
Proper sorting of recyclable materials is crucial in the san francisco recycling guide to ensure
materials are effectively processed and repurposed. The city provides clear instructions on what
items belong in each bin to reduce contamination and increase recycling rates. Understanding which
materials are accepted and how to prepare them before disposal helps residents and businesses
comply with local regulations.

Recyclable Materials
The blue recycling bins accept a wide range of materials including:

Paper products such as newspapers, magazines, cardboard, and office paper

Plastic containers labeled #1 through #7, including bottles, tubs, and jars

Metal cans, including aluminum, steel, and tin cans

Glass bottles and jars, both clear and colored

All recyclables should be rinsed and free of food residue to prevent contamination. Flattening
cardboard boxes is recommended to save space and facilitate processing.

Non-Recyclable Items
Items that are not accepted in the recycling bin include:

Plastic bags and film (should be taken to designated drop-off locations)

Styrofoam containers and packaging materials

Food-soiled paper products such as greasy pizza boxes

Broken glass, ceramics, and mirrors

These materials often cause contamination and require alternative disposal methods.



Specialized Recycling Services
Beyond curbside recycling, San Francisco offers specialized programs to handle materials that
require special processing. These services help divert hazardous and electronic waste from landfills
and promote safe, sustainable disposal.

Electronic Waste Recycling
San Francisco residents and businesses can recycle electronic waste (e-waste) including computers,
televisions, phones, and other devices through designated e-waste collection events and drop-off
centers. Proper disposal prevents toxic components from harming the environment and allows
valuable materials to be recovered.

Hazardous Waste Disposal
The city provides safe disposal options for household hazardous waste such as paints, batteries,
chemicals, and fluorescent bulbs. These materials are not accepted in regular trash or recycling bins
due to their potential environmental and health risks. Residents can access scheduled collection
events or visit specific drop-off facilities for hazardous waste.

Bulky Item and Appliance Recycling
Large items such as furniture, mattresses, and appliances require special pickup or drop-off
arrangements. Recology offers bulky item collection services to ensure these items are recycled
responsibly or disposed of properly. Scheduling a pickup or locating a recycling center for bulky
waste helps prevent illegal dumping and landfill overuse.

Composting and Organic Waste Management
San Francisco’s composting program is a critical component of the recycling guide, focusing on
diverting organic waste from landfills to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The city mandates
composting for all residents and businesses, providing green bins for food scraps, yard waste, and
other compostables.

Accepted Compostable Materials
The green compost bins accept a variety of organic materials including:

Food scraps such as fruit and vegetable peels, coffee grounds, and eggshells

Yard trimmings including leaves, grass clippings, and small branches

Compostable paper products like napkins, paper towels, and uncoated paper plates



Bread, pasta, and other biodegradable food waste

These materials are processed into nutrient-rich compost that supports local agriculture and
landscaping projects.

How to Compost Effectively
To maximize composting efficiency, residents and businesses should:

Separate all organic waste from recyclables and landfill trash1.

Avoid placing plastic or non-compostable items in compost bins2.

Use compostable bags if preferred, ensuring they meet city standards3.

Keep bins clean and dry to prevent odors and pests4.

Recycling Centers and Drop-Off Locations
San Francisco provides multiple recycling centers and drop-off locations to accommodate materials
that are not collected curbside. These facilities offer convenient options for residents and businesses
to recycle specialized items and manage waste responsibly.

Household Hazardous Waste Facilities
Dedicated centers accept hazardous materials on scheduled days, ensuring safe handling and
disposal. These facilities are equipped to process chemicals, batteries, and other toxic substances in
compliance with environmental regulations.

Plastic Bag and Film Collection Points
Since plastic bags cannot be recycled curbside, the city partners with local retailers and recycling
centers to collect plastic film. Residents are encouraged to gather these materials and drop them off
at designated locations to prevent contamination in blue bin recycling.

Electronic Waste Drop-Off Locations
Several authorized centers accept e-waste year-round. These locations ensure that electronic
devices are dismantled and recycled according to environmental standards, recovering valuable
metals and reducing hazardous waste.



Tips for Effective Recycling in San Francisco
Following best practices outlined in the san francisco recycling guide enhances recycling
effectiveness and supports the city’s sustainability goals. Proper waste management habits reduce
contamination and improve resource recovery rates.

Common Recycling Mistakes to Avoid
Residents and businesses should avoid:

Placing non-recyclable materials in the blue bin, such as plastic bags or food-soiled items

Failing to rinse containers, which can contaminate recyclables

Mixing compostable waste with recyclables or landfill trash

Overfilling bins, which can lead to spillage and litter

How to Stay Informed and Compliant
Keeping up to date with city recycling policies and participating in community education programs
helps ensure compliance. San Francisco regularly updates guidelines to reflect new materials and
technologies, so residents should review official communications and attend local workshops when
available.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials are accepted in San Francisco's recycling
program?
San Francisco's recycling program accepts paper, cardboard, glass bottles and jars, metal cans,
plastic containers #1 through #7, and certain rigid plastics. Items should be clean and free of food
waste.

How do I properly prepare recyclables in San Francisco?
Recyclables in San Francisco should be clean and dry. Rinse containers to remove food residue,
flatten cardboard boxes, and keep different materials loose in the bin without plastic bags.

Where can I find recycling drop-off locations in San



Francisco?
San Francisco has numerous recycling drop-off centers and public recycling bins throughout the
city. You can find locations by visiting the San Francisco Department of the Environment website or
using their recycling locator tool.

Are plastic bags recyclable in San Francisco's curbside
program?
No, plastic bags are not accepted in San Francisco's curbside recycling program. Instead, they
should be taken to designated drop-off points at grocery stores or other retail locations that collect
plastic bags for recycling.

Does San Francisco accept electronic waste for recycling?
Yes, San Francisco offers special e-waste recycling programs. Residents can drop off electronic
waste such as computers, phones, and batteries at designated e-waste collection events or facilities
to ensure proper recycling and disposal.

Additional Resources
1. San Francisco Recycling Handbook: A Comprehensive Guide for Residents
This book offers an in-depth look at San Francisco’s recycling programs and policies. It provides
practical tips for reducing waste, sorting recyclables, and understanding local regulations. Ideal for
residents who want to contribute to the city’s sustainability goals, it also includes resources for
composting and hazardous waste disposal.

2. Zero Waste San Francisco: Strategies for Sustainable Living
Focusing on the zero-waste movement, this guide explores how San Francisco has become a leader
in waste reduction. Readers will find actionable advice on minimizing trash, reusing materials, and
supporting eco-friendly businesses. The book also highlights community initiatives and success
stories from around the city.

3. Recycling and Composting in San Francisco: A Practical Approach
This practical guide breaks down the steps for effective recycling and composting in San Francisco.
Covering everything from what materials are accepted to how to set up home compost bins, it’s
perfect for beginners and experienced recyclers alike. The book also addresses common challenges
and how to overcome them.

4. Green Living in San Francisco: Waste Reduction and Recycling Tips
This title offers a holistic view of green living, with a strong emphasis on recycling and waste
management in San Francisco. It includes eco-friendly lifestyle advice, from shopping habits to
energy conservation, all tailored to the city’s unique environment. Readers can learn how to make
sustainable choices that benefit both their community and the planet.

5. The San Francisco Recycling Revolution: Past, Present, and Future
Chronicling the evolution of recycling efforts in San Francisco, this book provides historical context
and insights into the city’s innovative approaches. It examines policies, technologies, and community
programs that have shaped the current system. Readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the



ongoing journey toward sustainability.

6. San Francisco’s Guide to Electronic Waste and Recycling
Specializing in the often-overlooked topic of electronic waste, this guide educates readers on proper
disposal and recycling of e-waste in San Francisco. It explains local drop-off locations, regulations,
and the environmental impact of improper e-waste handling. The book also offers tips on extending
the life of electronic devices.

7. Recycling for Businesses in San Francisco: A Practical Guide
Targeted at business owners and managers, this book outlines the requirements and best practices
for commercial recycling in San Francisco. It covers waste audits, employee training, and how to
comply with city ordinances. The guide also highlights cost-saving opportunities and sustainable
business models.

8. Kids’ Guide to Recycling in San Francisco: Fun and Easy Steps
Designed for young readers, this colorful and engaging book teaches children about recycling in San
Francisco. Through simple explanations and interactive activities, kids learn why recycling matters
and how they can help. It’s a great resource for parents and educators aiming to foster
environmental awareness early on.

9. San Francisco Recycling Resources: A Directory for Residents and Businesses
This comprehensive directory compiles all essential recycling resources available in San Francisco,
including service providers, drop-off centers, and educational programs. It serves as a handy
reference for both residents and businesses looking to navigate the city’s recycling landscape. The
book is regularly updated to reflect changes in services and regulations.
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