
sabres jersey number history

sabres jersey number history reveals a fascinating journey through the identity, legacy,
and evolution of one of the National Hockey League’s most storied franchises. Since their
inception in 1970, the Buffalo Sabres have seen numerous players donning a variety of
jersey numbers, each carrying its own significance and story. This article explores the
origins, changes, and notable moments linked to the Sabres jersey numbers, highlighting
iconic players and retired numbers that have shaped the team’s heritage. Understanding
the sabres jersey number history offers insight into the team's culture, traditions, and the
way fans connect with players. From the early years through modern times, jersey
numbers have become symbols of excellence, loyalty, and respect. This comprehensive
overview also examines the significance of retired numbers and the criteria behind such
honors, enriching the appreciation of the Sabres’ rich past and ongoing legacy.
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Origins of Sabres Jersey Numbers
The sabres jersey number history begins with the founding of the franchise in 1970, when
the Buffalo Sabres entered the NHL as an expansion team. The initial jersey numbers
were assigned based on traditional hockey numbering conventions combined with player
preferences. Early on, numbers typically ranged from 1 to 30 for skaters and goaltenders,
reflecting common practices in the league at the time. The team’s first uniforms featured
simple, bold numbering styles that complemented the classic Sabres logo and color
scheme. These early numbers established a baseline for the team’s visual identity and
player recognition on the ice.

Early Number Assignments
In the first seasons, jersey numbers were generally assigned with minimal restrictions,
allowing players to choose numbers that often reflected personal significance or
availability. The Sabres’ inaugural roster included players wearing numbers such as 9, 11,
and 16, numbers which would later be associated with franchise legends. The team’s
goaltenders typically wore traditional low numbers like 1 or 30, consistent with NHL
standards. This period set the foundation for the evolving significance of jersey numbers in
Sabres history.



Design and Number Placement
The design of the Sabres jerseys has evolved over the decades, but the placement and
style of numbers have remained a critical aspect of the team’s branding. Initially, numbers
appeared prominently on the back and sleeves of the jerseys in block styles, improving
visibility for players and fans. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, subtle changes were
made to number fonts and sizes, reflecting broader NHL uniform trends while retaining
the Sabres’ distinctive look.

Iconic Jersey Numbers and Players
Several jersey numbers in the sabres jersey number history have become synonymous
with iconic players who made significant contributions to the franchise. These numbers
represent not only individual excellence but also moments of triumph and memorable
performances that have left lasting impressions on fans and the hockey community.

Number 7 – Phil Housley
Phil Housley, wearing number 7, is one of the most prominent defensemen in Sabres
history. Known for his offensive skills and scoring ability from the blue line, Housley
became a fan favorite and a key player during the 1980s and early 1990s. His jersey
number 7 symbolizes his offensive prowess and leadership on the ice.

Number 11 – Danny Gare
Danny Gare, who wore number 11, was a prolific goal scorer and team captain in the late
1970s and early 1980s. Gare’s number 11 jersey became iconic for Sabres fans due to his
scoring titles and memorable playoff performances. His style of play and dedication to the
team left a lasting legacy associated with this number.

Number 16 – Pat LaFontaine
Pat LaFontaine, donning number 16, is regarded as one of the most skilled forwards in
Sabres history. His speed, vision, and scoring ability made the number 16 jersey a symbol
of offensive excellence. LaFontaine's tenure with the Sabres during the 1980s and early
1990s helped elevate the team’s competitive status in the NHL.

Number 18 – Rick Martin
Rick Martin, wearing number 18, was a member of the famed "French Connection" line
and is remembered as one of the franchise’s greatest goal scorers. The number 18 jersey
is emblematic of Martin’s scoring talent and the dynamic offensive style he brought to the
Sabres during his career.



Retired Numbers and Their Significance
The sabres jersey number history includes a distinguished list of retired numbers,
honoring players whose impact on the franchise transcended their playing careers.
Retiring a jersey number is one of the highest honors a team can bestow, permanently
associating that number with the player’s contributions and legacy.

Criteria for Retiring Numbers
Typically, the Sabres retire numbers to recognize players who demonstrated exceptional
skill, leadership, and dedication to the team, often including Hall of Fame inductees and
franchise record holders. The decision factors in not only statistical achievements but also
the player’s influence on the team’s culture and connection with fans.

List of Retired Sabres Numbers

7 - Phil Housley: Retired in honor of his outstanding defensive career and offensive
contributions.

11 - Danny Gare: Recognized for his goal-scoring ability and leadership.

14 - Gilbert Perreault: The first player signed by the Sabres and a key figure in the
team’s early success.

16 - Pat LaFontaine: Celebrated for his exceptional offensive skills and influence.

18 - Rick Martin: Honored as part of the legendary "French Connection" line.

31 - Dominik Hasek: One of the greatest goaltenders in NHL history, known for his
dominant play.

Changes and Trends in Jersey Number
Assignments
Over the decades, the sabres jersey number history reflects broader changes in hockey
culture, player preferences, and league-wide trends. The assignment of jersey numbers
has evolved from a relatively informal process to a more structured approach, influenced
by factors such as marketing, player superstition, and number availability.

Modern Number Preferences
In recent years, players have shown a tendency to choose higher or unconventional



numbers, breaking away from the traditional 1-30 range. This shift reflects a broader
trend in the NHL where players seek unique identities or personal significance in their
numbers. The Sabres have seen an increase in numbers in the 40s, 50s, and even 70s,
reflecting this modern approach.

Number Reuse and Availability
With multiple retired numbers and longstanding associations, certain low or popular
numbers are no longer available to new players. This limitation has encouraged creative
choices and has made some jersey numbers more coveted due to their availability or
historical significance. The team manages number assignments carefully, respecting
retired numbers while accommodating player preferences.

Impact of Jersey Numbers on Team Culture
The sabres jersey number history is deeply intertwined with the team’s culture and fan
engagement. Jersey numbers serve as symbols of player identity, nostalgia, and
connection between the team and its supporters. They are central to merchandising,
memorabilia, and the storytelling that surrounds the franchise.

Fan Identification and Memorabilia
Fans often identify players by their jersey numbers, which become emblematic of
memorable moments and player legacies. The sale of jerseys bearing iconic numbers
remains a significant element of fan culture, allowing supporters to express loyalty and
celebrate their favorite players. Jersey numbers also play a role in community events and
charity initiatives involving the Sabres.

Numbers as Legacy Carriers
Beyond identification, jersey numbers carry the legacy of past players and the history of
the franchise. When a number is retired, it becomes a permanent symbol of excellence and
respect, inspiring current players and fans alike. The reverence for certain numbers
fosters a sense of continuity and pride within the Sabres organization.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Sabres' jersey number
11?
Jersey number 11 is significant for the Buffalo Sabres as it was worn by Gilbert Perreault,
the franchise's first-ever draft pick and a Hall of Famer known for his skillful play.



Which Sabres jersey numbers have been retired by the
team?
The Buffalo Sabres have retired several jersey numbers including 11 (Gilbert Perreault), 7
(Rick Martin), 14 (Rene Robert), 18 (Pat LaFontaine), 16 (Tim Horton), and 31 (Dominik
Hasek).

Why was the Sabres jersey number 31 retired?
Number 31 was retired in honor of Dominik Hasek, one of the greatest goaltenders in
Sabres history, known for his outstanding performances and two Hart Trophies.

Has any Sabres player worn the number 99 jersey?
No Sabres player has worn the number 99 jersey as it is universally retired across the
NHL in honor of Wayne Gretzky.

Which Sabres player famously wore jersey number 18?
Pat LaFontaine famously wore jersey number 18 for the Buffalo Sabres and is regarded as
one of the franchise's greatest players.

Are there any notable Sabres players who changed their
jersey numbers during their career?
Yes, some players have changed jersey numbers during their time with the Sabres due to
roster changes, personal preference, or to honor former players.

What is the history behind the Sabres' jersey number 7?
Number 7 was worn by Rick Martin, a key member of the 'French Connection' line, and
was retired by the Sabres in recognition of his impact on the team.

Have the Sabres ever issued a special or alternate jersey
with unique numbering?
Yes, the Sabres have occasionally worn alternate jerseys for special events or
anniversaries, sometimes featuring unique numbering styles or commemorative patches.

Which Sabres jersey numbers are most commonly worn
by goaltenders?
Sabres goaltenders have typically worn numbers in the 30s, such as 30, 31, and 35, with
Dominik Hasek's number 31 being the most iconic.



How has the Sabres jersey numbering tradition evolved
since the team's inception?
Since their inception in 1970, the Sabres have maintained traditional numbering with
forwards typically wearing numbers 9-19, defensemen in the 2-8 range, and goalies in the
30s, while also honoring franchise legends by retiring their numbers.

Additional Resources
1. The Legacy of Sabres Jerseys: A Numbered History
This book explores the rich history of the Buffalo Sabres through the lens of their jersey
numbers. It delves into the stories behind the most iconic numbers worn by players over
the decades. Readers get insights into the players’ careers and the significance of their
numbers within the franchise.

2. Sabres Legends: The Stories Behind the Numbers
Focusing on the greatest players in Buffalo Sabres history, this book highlights the jersey
numbers that have become synonymous with excellence. Each chapter profiles a key
player, detailing their contributions to the team and how their numbers became part of
Sabres lore.

3. Numbered Glory: The Sabres’ Jersey History
This comprehensive guide chronicles the evolution of Sabres jersey designs alongside the
players who made their numbers famous. From the early days to modern times, the book
provides a visual and narrative journey through the franchise’s history.

4. Buffalo Sabres: A History Through Jersey Numbers
This book examines the significance of jersey numbers in team identity and player legacy
within the Sabres organization. It includes interviews with former players and coaches,
revealing the personal stories behind their chosen numbers.

5. Retired Numbers: Honoring Sabres’ Greatest
Dedicated to the jersey numbers officially retired by the Buffalo Sabres, this book tells the
stories of the legends who earned this honor. It covers their achievements on and off the
ice, explaining why their numbers will never be worn again.

6. Sabres Numbered: Tracking the Team’s Identity
A detailed analysis of how jersey numbers have played a role in shaping the Sabres’ team
dynamics and fan culture. The book looks at memorable moments tied to specific numbers
and the evolution of player numbering traditions.

7. From 1 to 99: The Complete Sabres Jersey Number Encyclopedia
An exhaustive reference book listing every player who has worn each jersey number for
the Buffalo Sabres. It includes stats, career highlights, and anecdotes connected to every
number, making it a must-have for fans and historians alike.

8. Sabres Icons and Their Numbers: A Visual History
Featuring rare photographs and memorabilia, this book captures the essence of Sabres
players and their iconic numbers. It combines visual storytelling with historical facts to



celebrate the franchise’s most beloved figures.

9. Numbers on Ice: The Buffalo Sabres’ Jersey Story
This narrative-driven book explores how jersey numbers have influenced team spirit and
player identity throughout the Sabres’ history. It offers a unique perspective on how
numbers carry meaning beyond the game, forging connections between players and fans.
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