
russian tarot of st petersburg 78 card deck
Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg 78 Card Deck is a unique and culturally rich tarot deck that draws
inspiration from the historical and artistic heritage of Russia, particularly from the vibrant city of St.
Petersburg. As a bridge between Eastern mysticism and Western tarot traditions, this deck offers
profound insights into the human experience while encapsulating the essence of Russian folklore and
imagery. In this article, we will explore the origins, symbolism, structure, and uses of the Russian
Tarot of St. Petersburg, as well as provide tips for both beginners and seasoned tarot readers.

Origins of the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg

The Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg was created by the renowned artist and tarot scholar, Yury
Shakov, and was first published in the early 1990s. This deck is not merely a tool for divination but
also an artistic expression that reflects the rich cultural landscape of Russia.

Historical Context

The deck incorporates elements from various periods of Russian history, which adds depth and
context to its imagery. Key influences include:

1. Imperial Russia: The opulence of the Tsarist era is evident in card designs that feature rich colors
and ornate details.
2. Folk Art: Many cards incorporate motifs and patterns from traditional Russian folk art, emphasizing
the connection to the land and its people.
3. Literary References: The deck is infused with references to Russian literature, such as the works of
Dostoevsky and Pushkin, creating a narrative that resonates with the human condition.

Artistic Influences

Shakov's artistic style blends traditional techniques with modern sensibilities, creating visually
stunning cards. Some notable features include:

- Color Palette: Rich, vibrant colors that evoke the spirit of Russian landscapes and architecture.
- Symbolism: Each card is designed with layers of symbolism, often incorporating cultural or
mythological references that enhance the interpretive possibilities.
- Detailed Imagery: The intricate illustrations invite viewers to explore the nuances of each card,
making them ideal for both divination and meditation.

Structure of the Deck

The Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg follows the traditional structure of a tarot deck, consisting of 78



cards, divided into the Major Arcana and the Minor Arcana.

Major Arcana

The Major Arcana consists of 22 cards, each representing significant life events or spiritual lessons.
Some key cards include:

1. The Fool (0): Symbolizing new beginnings and a sense of adventure.
2. The Magician (I): Representing skill, resourcefulness, and the power of manifestation.
3. The Empress (III): Embodying fertility, nurturing, and abundance.
4. The Tower (XVI): Signifying sudden change, upheaval, and revelation.
5. The World (XXI): Symbolizing completion, fulfillment, and the realization of one's potential.

Each Major Arcana card in this deck is intricately illustrated, often featuring allegorical figures or
scenes that enrich the card's meaning.

Minor Arcana

The Minor Arcana is divided into four suits, each containing 14 cards (ten numbered cards and four
court cards). The suits in the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg are:

- Cups: Associated with emotions, relationships, and connections.
- Swords: Representing intellect, conflict, and challenges.
- Wands: Symbolizing creativity, action, and ambition.
- Coins (Pentacles): Reflecting material aspects, health, and security.

Each suit contains unique imagery that captures the essence of its thematic focus, with each card
offering insights into everyday situations.

Symbolism and Interpretation

The symbolism found in the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg provides readers with rich layers of
meaning, making each card open to various interpretations.

Common Symbols

Some prevalent symbols and their meanings include:

- Birds: Often represent freedom, communication, and the spiritual realm.
- Water: Signifying emotions, intuition, and the ebb and flow of life.
- Mountains: Representing challenges, stability, and the journey toward self-discovery.
- Flowers: Symbolizing beauty, growth, and the transient nature of life.



Reading Techniques

When using the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg, readers may employ various techniques to gain
insights, including:

1. Single Card Draw: A quick way to gain insight into a specific question or situation.
2. Three-Card Spread: Often used to represent past, present, and future.
3. Celtic Cross: A more complex spread that provides a comprehensive overview of a situation.
4. Relationship Spread: Specifically designed to explore dynamics between individuals.

Each reading can yield different interpretations based on the cards drawn, their positions, and the
reader's intuition.

Practical Uses of the Deck

The Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg can be utilized for various purposes beyond mere divination.

Personal Growth

Many individuals use tarot as a tool for self-reflection and personal development. The imagery and
symbolism can provoke thought and bring clarity to one's life path. Regular readings can help:

- Identify patterns in behavior.
- Clarify goals and desires.
- Foster a deeper understanding of emotions and relationships.

Creative Inspiration

Artists, writers, and creators often turn to tarot for inspiration. The rich visual elements and symbolic
meanings can ignite creative ideas and provide new perspectives on artistic projects.

Tips for Beginners

If you’re new to the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg or tarot reading in general, here are some helpful
tips:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Cards: Spend time studying each card, noting its imagery, colors, and
associations.
2. Use a Guidebook: Many decks come with a guidebook that provides insights into each card’s
meanings and suggested spreads.
3. Practice Regularly: The more you practice, the more comfortable you will become with interpreting
the cards.



4. Trust Your Intuition: While traditional meanings are important, your personal intuition can provide
unique insights.
5. Keep a Journal: Document your readings, thoughts, and insights to track your progress and growth
over time.

Conclusion

The Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg 78 Card Deck is an exquisite fusion of art, culture, and spiritual
insight. Its rich historical context, detailed imagery, and layered symbolism make it not only a
valuable tool for divination but also a profound means of self-exploration and creativity. Whether you
are a novice or an experienced tarot reader, this deck offers a unique lens through which to view the
complexities of life, making it a cherished addition to any tarot collection. So, delve into the world of
the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg and unlock the wisdom it holds within its beautifully illustrated
cards.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg?
The Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg is a 78-card tarot deck that blends traditional tarot symbolism
with Russian cultural and historical themes, featuring artwork inspired by Russian history and folklore.

Who created the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg?
The deck was created by Russian artist and tarot expert Yury Shchukin and was first published in the
1990s.

What makes the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg unique?
Its unique aspect lies in its rich visual imagery that incorporates elements of Russian culture,
including historical figures, traditional costumes, and iconic architecture, which distinguishes it from
other tarot decks.

How does the art style of the Russian Tarot differ from other
tarot decks?
The art style is heavily influenced by Russian art movements, particularly the art of the Russian
avant-garde, and features vibrant colors and intricate details that reflect the country's artistic
heritage.

Can the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg be used for
beginners?
Yes, while it may appeal to those familiar with tarot, the deck can also be used by beginners,



especially if they are interested in Russian culture, as the imagery can provide intuitive insights.

What themes are commonly depicted in the Russian Tarot of
St. Petersburg?
Common themes include love, fate, conflict, and spirituality, often portrayed through the lens of
Russian history and folklore.

Is there a guidebook available for the Russian Tarot of St.
Petersburg?
Yes, the deck typically comes with a guidebook that explains the meanings of the cards, as well as
their cultural and historical significance.

What are some popular spreads used with the Russian Tarot
of St. Petersburg?
Popular spreads include the three-card spread for quick insights, the Celtic Cross for more
comprehensive readings, and custom spreads that incorporate Russian folklore narratives.

Where can I purchase the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg?
The deck can be purchased from various online retailers, specialty metaphysical shops, and
bookstores that focus on tarot and divination tools.

How has the Russian Tarot of St. Petersburg influenced
modern tarot practices?
Its unique blend of cultural elements has inspired a diverse range of tarot enthusiasts and
practitioners to explore non-Western themes in their readings, broadening the understanding and
usage of tarot across different cultures.
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