
rumpole of the bailey dvd
Rumpole of the Bailey DVD is a delightful collection that showcases the brilliance of
one of television’s most beloved characters, Horace Rumpole. Created by John Mortimer,
this iconic British legal drama first aired in the 1970s and has since enthralled audiences
with its wit, charm, and sharp commentary on the British legal system. For fans of classic
television, the Rumpole of the Bailey DVD is an essential addition to any collection,
offering a perfect blend of humor, courtroom drama, and social commentary.

The Legacy of Rumpole of the Bailey

Rumpole of the Bailey is centered around the life of Horace Rumpole, a barrister who
defends a wide range of quirky clients in London’s Old Bailey. With his trademark bowler
hat and penchant for cheap claret, Rumpole navigates the complexities of the legal system
with an irreverent attitude and a keen understanding of human nature.

The Creation of Rumpole

John Mortimer, a barrister himself, drew from his experiences in the legal profession to
create this endearing character. The series originally began as a collection of short
stories, published in the 1970s, before being adapted for television. The show starred Leo
McKern as Rumpole, whose performance brought the character to life and made him a
household name.

Why Rumpole of the Bailey Remains Popular

Rumpole of the Bailey remains popular for several reasons:

1. Relatable Characters: The series features a cast of memorable characters including
Rumpole's wife, Hilda (affectionately known as “She Who Must Be Obeyed”), and various
eccentric clients and colleagues. These characters add depth and humor to the narrative.

2. Witty Dialogue: The sharp and witty dialogue is one of the hallmarks of the series.
Mortimer’s clever writing resonates with viewers, making the show both entertaining and
thought-provoking.

3. Insight into the Legal System: Rumpole provides a unique perspective on the British
legal system, often highlighting its absurdities while also celebrating its virtues. This
blend of realism and satire appeals to both legal professionals and lay audiences.

4. Timeless Themes: The themes of justice, morality, and the battle against authority are
timeless, making the series relevant even today.



The Rumpole of the Bailey DVD Collection

For those looking to experience the charm of Rumpole, purchasing the Rumpole of the
Bailey DVD is a fantastic option. The collection includes:

- Complete Series: The DVD set typically features all seasons of the show, allowing fans to
enjoy every episode.

- Special Features: Many DVD editions come with special features such as interviews with
cast members, behind-the-scenes footage, and commentary tracks that provide insights
into the making of the series.

- High-Quality Restoration: Modern DVD releases often include restored versions of the
episodes, enhancing the viewing experience with improved audio and video quality.


