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Rosa Parks: My Story is a compelling autobiography co-authored by the iconic civil rights
activist Rosa Parks and writer Jim Haskins. The book chronicles Parks' extraordinary life and
the pivotal role she played in the American civil rights movement, emphasizing her
steadfast commitment to justice and equality. Through her personal narrative, Parks not
only shares her experiences but also sheds light on the broader struggles faced by African
Americans during the mid-20th century. This article will explore the key themes, historical
context, and the personal journey depicted in the book, offering insights into the life of a
woman who has become a symbol of resistance and empowerment.

The Context of the Civil Rights Movement

To fully appreciate the significance of Rosa Parks' story, it is essential to understand the
historical context in which it unfolds. The mid-20th century was a tumultuous time in the
United States, marked by widespread racial segregation and discrimination. The Jim Crow
laws enforced a system of racial apartheid, particularly in the South, where African
Americans faced systemic injustices in every aspect of life, including education,
employment, and public services.

The American Civil Rights Movement

The civil rights movement emerged as a response to these injustices, aiming to secure
equal rights and eliminate racial discrimination. Key events and figures shaped this
movement:

1. Brown v. Board of Education (1954): A landmark Supreme Court case that declared racial
segregation in public schools unconstitutional.

2. Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955-1956): Sparked by Rosa Parks' arrest, this boycott
became a turning point in the struggle for civil rights.

3. Martin Luther King Jr.: A prominent leader who advocated for nonviolent protest and
became the face of the civil rights movement.

4. Freedom Rides and March on Washington: Events that further galvanized public support
for civil rights and highlighted the need for legislative change.

Rosa Parks' actions were not isolated but rather part of a larger tapestry of resistance, and
her story serves as a critical entry point into this rich history.

The Life of Rosa Parks

Rosa Parks was born on February 4, 1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama. Her early life was shaped



by the racial injustices she witnessed, which ignited her passion for social justice. Parks'
parents divorced when she was young, and she was raised by her mother and grandparents
in a predominantly Black community. This environment instilled in her a strong sense of
pride and resilience.



