romiette and julio student journal

Romiette and Julio Student Journal is a tool designed to enhance the reading experience of
Sharon Draper’s novel "Romiette and Julio." This modern retelling of Shakespeare’s "Romeo and
Juliet" brings to life the themes of love, cultural identity, and the challenges faced by young couples
in a contemporary setting. The student journal serves not only as a companion to the text but also as
an interactive way for students to engage with the material, reflect on their thoughts, and explore
the underlying themes of the story.

Overview of "Romiette and Julio”

"Romiette and Julio" is a compelling narrative that blends the classic elements of Shakespeare’s
tragedy with the realities of modern urban life. The story unfolds in Cincinnati, where Romiette
Cappelle, a young African American woman, and Julio Montague, a Mexican American boy, fall
deeply in love despite societal pressures and gang violence surrounding them.

Key Themes

The novel explores several key themes, including:

1. Love and Sacrifice: The central theme of the story is the love between Romiette and Julio, which
faces numerous obstacles. Their willingness to stand by one another, even in the face of danger,
illustrates the depth of their commitment.

2. Cultural Identity: Draper delves into the cultural backgrounds of the characters and how these
identities shape their experiences and relationships.

3. Prejudice and Violence: The novel addresses issues of racial and social prejudice, showcasing how
these factors can impact personal relationships and community dynamics.

4. Friendship and Loyalty: The bond between friends plays a crucial role in the story, as supporting
characters help navigate the challenges that Romiette and Julio face.

Purpose of the Student Journal

The "Romiette and Julio Student Journal" serves several purposes:

- Enhancing Comprehension: It helps students better understand the plot, characters, and themes of
the novel.

- Encouraging Reflection: The journal prompts students to reflect on their personal experiences and
how they relate to the characters’ journeys.

- Facilitating Discussion: The journal can be used as a basis for classroom discussions and group
activities, promoting collaborative learning.



- Developing Critical Thinking: By responding to open-ended questions, students can practice
analyzing text and articulating their thoughts clearly.

Components of the Student Journal

The student journal typically includes various sections and activities designed to engage students at
different levels. These components might include:

Character Analysis

- Character Profiles: Students can create profiles for key characters, detailing their background,
motivations, and relationships.

- Character Evolution: A section where students track how characters change throughout the story,
noting pivotal moments that influence their development.

Theme Exploration

- Theme Mapping: Students can visually map out the main themes of the novel, including specific
examples from the text that illustrate each theme.

- Personal Reflection: Prompts that encourage students to relate the themes to their own lives and
experiences.

Plot Summary and Analysis

- Chapter Summaries: Students can summarize each chapter or key sections of the book, helping
reinforce their understanding of the plot.

- Critical Questions: A series of questions that challenge students to think critically about specific
plot points and their implications.

Vocabulary and Language

- Vocabulary Lists: A section dedicated to new words encountered in the text, where students can
define them and use them in sentences.

- Language Analysis: Analyzing Draper’s writing style, including her use of dialogue and descriptive
language, to enhance students' appreciation for literary techniques.

Creative Expression

- Journaling Prompts: Creative prompts that allow students to write from the perspective of different



characters or to explore alternative scenarios.
- Artistic Projects: Opportunities for students to create visual representations of themes, characters,
or pivotal scenes in the story.

Implementing the Student Journal in the Classroom

Teachers can effectively integrate the "Romiette and Julio Student Journal" into their curriculum in
several ways:

Group Activities

- Discussion Circles: Students can form small groups to discuss their journal entries, promoting
deeper understanding through collaborative dialogue.

- Role-Playing: Students can act out key scenes from the text, incorporating their journal reflections
to enrich the performances.

Individual Assignments

- Personal Reflection Essays: Assign students to write essays that connect their lives to the themes of
the novel, using their journal entries as a foundation.

- Creative Projects: Encourage students to create multimedia presentations based on their journal
findings, combining text, visuals, and performance.

Assessment and Feedback

- Journal Review: Teachers can periodically review student journals to assess comprehension and
provide feedback on their reflections and analyses.

- Peer Reviews: Implement peer review sessions where students can share their insights and give
constructive feedback to one another.

The Impact of Using a Student Journal

Utilizing a student journal in conjunction with "Romiette and Julio" has several benefits:

- Enhanced Engagement: Students are more likely to engage with the material when they have an
interactive component to their learning.

- Improved Writing Skills: Regular journaling helps students develop their writing skills by providing
practice in different styles and formats.

- Deeper Understanding: The reflective nature of journaling encourages students to think critically
about the text, leading to a richer understanding of the story and its themes.



Conclusion

The "Romiette and Julio Student Journal" is a valuable resource that enhances the reading
experience of Sharon Draper's novel. By encouraging critical thinking, reflection, and creative
expression, the journal allows students to connect deeply with the text and its themes. As educators
implement this tool in their classrooms, they foster an environment where students can explore love,
identity, and the societal challenges faced by the characters, ultimately enriching their
understanding of both the literature and their own lives. The journal not only serves as a companion
to the novel but also as a pathway for personal growth and insight, making "Romiette and Julio" a
powerful educational experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'Romiette and Julio' that
students should reflect on in their journals?

Students should reflect on themes such as love, cultural identity, family loyalty, and the challenges
of overcoming prejudice and societal expectations.

How can students connect their own experiences to the
characters' struggles in 'Romiette and Julio'?

Students can draw parallels between their own experiences with love, friendship, and conflict,
considering how their backgrounds influence their perspectives and relationships.

What role does setting play in 'Romiette and Julio' and how
can students analyze it in their journals?

Students can analyze how the urban setting of the story impacts the characters' lives and decisions,
reflecting on how environment shapes their own experiences.

In what ways do the characters of Romiette and Julio
challenge stereotypes, and how can students express this in
their journals?

Students can discuss how Romiette and Julio defy traditional expectations of their respective
cultures and how this challenges their own understanding of identity and social norms.

How does the use of language and dialogue in 'Romiette and
Julio' contribute to character development?

Students can explore how the characters' dialogue reveals their personalities, emotions, and growth
throughout the story, and relate this to how they communicate in their own lives.



What lessons about resilience can students take from the
conflicts faced by Romiette and Julio?

Students can reflect on how Romiette and Julio’s perseverance in the face of adversity teaches them
about resilience and the importance of standing up for love and justice.

How can journaling about 'Romiette and Julio' enhance
students' understanding of the narrative's message?

Journaling allows students to process their thoughts and feelings about the story, encouraging
deeper engagement with its message of love transcending barriers and the importance of
acceptance.
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