
rolling stone magazine 500 greatest
songs
Rolling Stone magazine 500 greatest songs is a definitive list that has captured the
hearts and minds of music lovers since its inception. Published for the first time in 2004 and
updated several times since, this list serves as a comprehensive guide to the most
influential songs in the history of recorded music. Compiled by the editors of Rolling Stone,
along with input from musicians, critics, and industry insiders, the list reflects a diverse
range of genres, eras, and cultural movements. In this article, we will explore the origins of
the list, its methodology, notable entries, and its impact on music culture.

Origins of the List

The idea of cataloging the greatest songs of all time is not a new one. Various publications
and organizations have attempted to create similar lists over the years. However, Rolling
Stone magazine took on the challenge with a unique approach. The magazine's first list of
the 500 greatest songs was published in the November 2004 issue, celebrating the 40th
anniversary of the magazine itself.

The list aimed to highlight both classic tracks and influential songs that shaped the musical
landscape. It was an ambitious project that involved extensive research, discussions among
music experts, and voting from a diverse panel of influential figures in the music industry.

Methodology

The methodology behind the Rolling Stone magazine 500 greatest songs list involves
several key components:

Voting Panel: A panel of over 250 musicians, critics, and industry insiders was
assembled to vote on their favorite songs.

Point System: Each panelist was asked to submit a list of their 50 greatest songs,
which were then scored based on their ranking. The higher the song appeared on a
list, the more points it received.

Inclusivity: The list strives to include a diverse range of genres, artists, and eras,
ensuring that various musical influences are represented.

Revisions: The list has been updated periodically, with the most recent edition
released in 2021. This allows for new songs to be recognized and historical context to
be taken into account.



Notable Entries

While the entire list of the Rolling Stone magazine 500 greatest songs is extensive
and varied, certain songs and artists stand out for their cultural significance and popularity.
Here are some notable entries:

1. "Like a Rolling Stone" by Bob Dylan

Often considered the pinnacle of rock music, Bob Dylan's "Like a Rolling Stone" has topped
the list since its first publication. The song's innovative lyrics and unique sound have made
it a timeless classic that continues to resonate with audiences around the world.

2. "Satisfaction" by The Rolling Stones

This iconic track from The Rolling Stones is not only a staple of rock music but also a
symbol of the rebellious spirit of the 1960s. Its unforgettable guitar riff and powerful lyrics
have solidified its place in music history.

3. "Imagine" by John Lennon

John Lennon's "Imagine" is more than just a song; it's an anthem for peace and unity. Its
simple yet profound lyrics encourage listeners to envision a world without barriers, making
it one of the most beloved songs of all time.

4. "What's Going On" by Marvin Gaye

Marvin Gaye's "What's Going On" addresses social issues and personal struggles, making it
a significant piece of music that transcends time. Its soulful melody and poignant lyrics
continue to inspire generations.

5. "Bohemian Rhapsody" by Queen

Queen's "Bohemian Rhapsody" is a unique blend of rock and opera that has captivated
audiences since its release. Its complex structure, theatrical elements, and emotional depth
make it a standout track on the list.

The Impact of the List



The Rolling Stone magazine 500 greatest songs list has had a profound impact on
music culture for several reasons:

1. Cultural Reference

The list serves as a cultural reference point for music enthusiasts, scholars, and casual
listeners alike. It fuels discussions about musical legacy, influence, and taste, making it a
topic of conversation in various settings.

2. Discovery of Music

For many, the list acts as a gateway to discovering new music. By highlighting lesser-known
tracks alongside iconic hits, it encourages listeners to explore different genres and artists
they may not have considered.

3. Influence on Artists

The list has also influenced new generations of artists. Aspiring musicians often look to the
songs included as benchmarks of excellence, inspiring them to create music that resonates
with audiences.

4. Generational Legacy

As the list is updated over time, it reflects changing musical tastes and cultural shifts. This
generational legacy ensures that the list remains relevant, acknowledging new influences
while honoring the classics.

Conclusion

In summary, the Rolling Stone magazine 500 greatest songs list is more than just a
ranking of songs; it is a celebration of the art of music and its impact on society. From Bob
Dylan's poignant lyrics to Queen's theatrical rock, the songs included serve as a testament
to the power of music in shaping our culture and emotions. As music continues to evolve,
the list will undoubtedly adapt, ensuring that future generations can appreciate the
timeless classics that have come before them. Whether you're a die-hard music fan or a
casual listener, exploring this list is a journey through the rich history of music that
everyone can enjoy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Rolling Stone Magazine's '500 Greatest
Songs of All Time' list?
The '500 Greatest Songs of All Time' is a list published by Rolling Stone magazine that
ranks the most influential and popular songs in the history of rock and pop music, as
determined by a panel of music industry experts.

When was the first '500 Greatest Songs' list published?
The first '500 Greatest Songs of All Time' list was published in 2004, with a revised edition
released in 2010.

How are the songs selected for the '500 Greatest Songs'
list?
Songs are selected through a voting process that involves a diverse group of musicians,
critics, and music industry professionals who evaluate various factors such as cultural
impact, songwriting quality, and innovation.

Which song topped the latest '500 Greatest Songs' list?
As of the 2021 revision of the list, 'Respect' by Aretha Franklin is ranked as the number one
song.

Are there any notable absences or controversial
inclusions in the list?
Yes, there are often debates over notable absences, such as certain songs by artists like
The Beatles or Bob Dylan, as well as controversies surrounding the inclusion of newer
artists or genres that some critics feel do not belong.

How often does Rolling Stone update the '500 Greatest
Songs' list?
Rolling Stone updates the '500 Greatest Songs of All Time' list approximately every decade,
with the last major revision occurring in 2021.

Is the '500 Greatest Songs' list only focused on rock
music?
No, while the list has a strong rock focus, it includes a wide variety of genres, including pop,
hip-hop, R&B, and country, reflecting the diversity of popular music.
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