riverport amphitheater concert history

riverport amphitheater concert history traces the vibrant legacy of one of
the Midwest’s most iconic outdoor music venues. Since its opening in the
early 1990s, the Riverport Amphitheater has played a pivotal role in shaping
live entertainment in the St. Louis area and beyond. This article explores
the venue'’s origins, its evolution through the decades, and the memorable
performances that have defined its reputation. From rock legends to country
stars, the amphitheater has hosted a diverse array of artists, making it a
cornerstone of concert culture. Readers will gain insight into how the
Riverport Amphitheater contributed to the live music industry’s growth and
the cultural landscape of the region. The following sections provide a
detailed overview of its establishment, notable concerts, and its ongoing
impact on music fans and performers alike.
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Origins and Establishment of Riverport
Amphitheater

The Riverport Amphitheater was inaugurated in 1991 in Maryland Heights,
Missouri, as a premier outdoor concert venue designed to accommodate large
audiences in a natural setting. The amphitheater was strategically located
near the Missouri River, providing scenic views and an ideal environment for
live performances. Its creation was part of a broader initiative to expand
entertainment options within the St. Louis metropolitan area. The venue was
designed with a combination of lawn seating and reserved chairs, catering to
a wide variety of concertgoers.

Initially developed by a collaboration between local government and private
investors, the Riverport Amphitheater quickly gained recognition for its
excellent acoustics and capacity, which could host up to 20,000 attendees.
The venue’s design emphasized accessibility and audience comfort, helping to
establish it as a favored destination for summer concerts and music
festivals.



Planning and Construction Milestones

The planning phase took place throughout the late 1980s, focusing on creating
a space that could rival other major amphitheaters across the United States.
Construction began in 1990, with a focus on integrating the natural landscape
with modern amenities. The venue officially opened in June 1991 with a series
of inaugural concerts that set the tone for its future success.

Initial Reception and Early Events

The opening year featured performances by well-known artists across genres,
attracting large crowds and positive reviews. Early concerts helped establish
a loyal fan base and positioned Riverport as a critical player in the
national touring circuit. The venue’s reputation for high-quality sound and
production values grew rapidly from these initial shows.

Major Concerts and Performances

Over the years, the Riverport Amphitheater has hosted an impressive roster of
artists, spanning rock, pop, country, and alternative music. These concerts
have contributed significantly to the venue'’s storied concert history,
drawing fans from across the Midwest and beyond. Some performances have
become legendary due to their scale, artist popularity, or unique
circumstances.

Iconic Rock and Pop Shows

Notable rock bands such as The Rolling Stones, Metallica, and U2 have
performed at Riverport, often as part of major tours that sold out rapidly.
These shows showcased the venue’s ability to handle large-scale productions
with advanced lighting and sound systems. Pop artists like Madonna and Paul
McCartney also brought their world tours to Riverport, further cementing its
status as a key venue for top-tier international acts.

Country and Alternative Music Highlights

Country music stars including Garth Brooks, Reba McEntire, and Toby Keith
have drawn massive crowds, reflecting the genre’s strong regional following.
Alternative and indie bands such as Pearl Jam and Red Hot Chili Peppers have
also made memorable stops at Riverport, contributing to its diverse musical
legacy.



Annual Festivals and Special Events

The amphitheater has been a host site for numerous festivals, offering multi-
day lineups that attract thousands of attendees. Events such as summer rock
festivals and charity concerts have leveraged the venue’s capacity and open-
air setting to create dynamic and engaging experiences for music lovers.

Role in the Regional and National Music Scene

The Riverport Amphitheater has played a crucial role in elevating the live
music scene in the St. Louis region. Its presence has provided a platform for
both established superstars and emerging artists, contributing to the
cultural vitality of the area. Nationally, Riverport is recognized as a key
stop on major concert tours, often serving as a testing ground for new tour
routes and production setups.

Supporting Emerging Talent

Beyond hosting headline acts, the venue has supported numerous lesser-known
artists, offering opening slots that helped launch or sustain their careers.
This commitment has enriched the local music ecosystem by encouraging
diversity and artistic growth.

Integration with National Touring Circuits

Riverport’s location and infrastructure have made it a preferred venue for
large-scale tours traveling through the Midwest. Its ability to attract high-
profile acts has contributed to the national touring economy, providing a
reliable venue option for promoters and artists alike.

Venue Evolution and Renovations

Since its opening, the Riverport Amphitheater has undergone several upgrades
and renovations to enhance the concert-going experience. These improvements
reflect changing audience expectations and advancements in event technology.
The venue's management has continually invested in infrastructure to maintain
its competitive edge in the live entertainment market.

Facility Upgrades

Improvements have included expanded seating areas, upgraded sound and
lighting systems, and enhanced accessibility features. These changes have
ensured that Riverport remains a comfortable and attractive choice for
concert attendees.



Technological Enhancements

Adapting to modern concert production demands, the amphitheater has
integrated advanced audio-visual technologies, enabling more elaborate stage
designs and immersive experiences. These innovations have attracted high-
caliber productions and increased fan engagement.

Impact on Local Economy and Community

The Riverport Amphitheater has had a significant economic and social impact
on the surrounding community. Its concert history is closely tied to the
growth of local businesses, tourism, and cultural events. The venue'’s
operation has created jobs, stimulated hospitality sectors, and fostered a
vibrant arts scene.

Economic Contributions

e Boosting local hospitality through increased hotel and restaurant
patronage during concert seasons

e Generating tax revenues that support municipal services and
infrastructure

e Creating employment opportunities in event management, security, and
concessions

Community Engagement and Cultural Enrichment

Beyond economic benefits, Riverport has served as a cultural hub, hosting
charity events, community festivals, and educational programs. Its
accessibility to diverse audiences has helped promote inclusivity in the arts
while enhancing the region’s cultural profile.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Riverport Amphitheater originally
opened?

The Riverport Amphitheater, now known as Hollywood Casino Amphitheatre,
originally opened in 1991.



What was the first concert held at Riverport
Amphitheater?

The first concert at Riverport Amphitheater was performed by Aerosmith on
June 6, 1991.

Which notable bands have performed at Riverport
Amphitheater?

Notable bands such as Metallica, Pearl Jam, Dave Matthews Band, and The
Rolling Stones have performed at Riverport Amphitheater.

Has Riverport Amphitheater hosted any major music
festivals?

Yes, Riverport Amphitheater has hosted major festivals including the
Lollapalooza tour dates and other large-scale music events.

What genre of music is most commonly performed at
Riverport Amphitheater?

Rock and alternative rock are the most commonly performed genres at Riverport
Amphitheater, though it hosts a variety of music styles.

Has Riverport Amphitheater undergone any name
changes?

Yes, Riverport Amphitheater was renamed to Verizon Wireless Amphitheater in
2006 and later to Hollywood Casino Amphitheatre in 2014.

What is the seating capacity of Riverport
Amphitheater?

Riverport Amphitheater has a seating capacity of approximately 20,000
attendees.

Are there any famous live recordings from concerts
at Riverport Amphitheater?

Yes, several artists have released live recordings from concerts at Riverport
Amphitheater, including Dave Matthews Band's live albums.

How has Riverport Amphitheater influenced the local



music scene?

Riverport Amphitheater has been a key venue for bringing national and
international acts to the St. Louis area, significantly enriching the local
music culture.

What improvements or renovations has Riverport
Amphitheater experienced over the years?

The amphitheater has undergone various sound and facility upgrades to improve
the concert experience, including enhanced seating, lighting, and sound
systems.

Additional Resources

1. Echoes by the Water: The Story of Riverport Amphitheater

This book chronicles the history of the Riverport Amphitheater from its
inception to its rise as a premier concert venue. It explores the
architectural design, community impact, and the memorable performances that
shaped its legacy. Filled with interviews, archival photos, and firsthand
accounts, it provides a comprehensive look at the venue's cultural
significance.

2. Legends on Stage: Iconic Concerts at Riverport

Focusing on the most legendary concerts held at Riverport Amphitheater, this
book highlights performances by some of the biggest names in music history.
It delves into the stories behind these shows, including behind-the-scenes
anecdotes and fan experiences. The narrative captures the energy and
excitement that made these events unforgettable.

3. Soundwaves and Memories: Fans’ Tales from Riverport Amphitheater

This collection compiles personal stories and memories from fans who attended
concerts at Riverport Amphitheater. It offers a unique perspective on the
venue'’s history through the eyes of its audience. The book celebrates the
shared community and spirit that live music fostered at the amphitheater.

4. Rocking the River: The Evolution of Riverport Amphitheater’s Music Scene
Examining the changing musical trends at Riverport, this book traces the
evolution of genres and artists that performed there over the decades. It
discusses how the venue adapted to shifts in the music industry and audience
preferences. The book also considers Riverport’s role in promoting emerging
artists and new sounds.

5. Behind the Curtains: The Making of Riverport Amphitheater Concerts
Offering an insider’s view, this book explores the logistics, planning, and
production of concerts at Riverport Amphitheater. From stage design to sound
engineering, it reveals the complexities involved in creating memorable live
shows. Interviews with crew members, promoters, and artists add depth to the
narrative.



6. Summer Nights at Riverport: A Photographic History

This visually stunning book features a rich collection of photographs
capturing the atmosphere of summer concerts at Riverport Amphitheater. It
showcases the artists, crowds, and scenic backdrop of the venue, highlighting
its unique charm. Accompanying captions provide historical context and
interesting facts.

7. Festival Fever: Riverport Amphitheater’s Role in Music Festivals

This book focuses on the various music festivals hosted at Riverport
Amphitheater, detailing their origins and impact on the local music scene. It
discusses how the venue became a hub for multi-day events featuring diverse
lineups. The book also touches on the cultural and economic effects of these
festivals.

8. Voices of Riverport: Interviews with Musicians and Performers

Featuring in-depth interviews with artists who have performed at Riverport
Amphitheater, this book offers insights into their experiences and
reflections on playing the venue. It reveals personal stories, challenges,
and memorable moments from their concerts. The book provides a unique artist-
centered perspective on the venue’s history.

9. From Riverbanks to Rock Stages: The Cultural Impact of Riverport
Amphitheater

This book analyzes the broader cultural influence of Riverport Amphitheater
on the surrounding region. It explores how the venue contributed to community
identity, tourism, and local arts development. The narrative connects the
amphitheater’s concert history with its role as a social and cultural
landmark.
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