RISE OF COMMUNISM AP WORLD HISTORY

Rise oF CoMMUNISM IN AP W ORLD HisTorY

THE RISE OF COMMUNISM REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT IN THE SOCIO-POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE 20TH CENTURY,
INFLUENCING NUMEROUS NATIONS AND SHAPING GLOBAL RELATIONS. |T EMERGED AS A RESPONSE TO THE INEQUALITIES OF
CAPITALISM, THE PLIGHT OF THE WORKING CLASS, AND THE STRUGGLES FOR NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY. THIS ARTICLE WILL
EXPLORE THE ORIGINS, DEVELOPMENT, AND GLOBAL IMPACT OF COMMUNISM, WITH A PARTICULAR FOCUS ON ITS MAJOR FIGURES,
REVOLUTIONS, AND IDEOLOGICAL TENETS.

ORIGINS oF COMMUNISM

COMMUNISM AS AN IDEOLOGY CAN TRACE ITS ROOTS TO THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY, INFLUENCED BY THE WORKS OF KARL
MARX AND FRIEDRICH ENGELS. THEIR SEMINAL TEXT, “THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO,” PUBLISHED IN 1848, OUTLINED THE
PRINCIPLES OF CLASS STRUGGLE AND THE NEED FOR A PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION TO OVERTHROW CAPITALIST SYSTEMS. THE
MANIFESTO ARGUED THAT HISTORY IS CHARACTERIZED BY THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN OPPRESSORS AND THE OPPRESSED,
CULMINATING IN A SOCIETAL SHIFT TOWARDS COMMUNISM, WHERE THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION WOULD BE COLLECTIVELY
OWNED.

Key IDEOLOGICAL TENETS

THE CORE IDEAS OF COMMUNISM CAN BE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS:

1. CLASS STRUGGLE: THE DRIVING FORCE OF HISTORY IS THE CONFLICT BETWEEN SOCIAL CLASSES.

2. CoLLECTIVE OWNERSHIP: ALL MEANS OF PRODUCTION SHOULD BE OWNED COMMUNALLY, ELIMINATING PRIVATE PROPERTY.
3. ReEvoLUTIONARY CHANGE: A PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION IS NECESSARY TO DISMANTLE CAPITALIST STRUCTURES.

4. DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT: A TRANSITIONAL STATE WHERE THE WORKING CLASS HOLDS POLITICAL POWER TO
SUPPRESS COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY FORCES.

5. AeoLITION ofF SociAL CLASSES: THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF COMMUNISM IS A CLASSLESS SOCIETY.

THe SPREAD oF COMMUNISM IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY

THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES SAW THE RISE OF VARIOUS SOCIALIST MOVEMENTS AND LABOR UNIONS, WHICH
LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE ADOPTION OF COMMUNIST PRINCIPLES. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EVENT WAS THE RUSSIAN
RevoLuTION oF 1917, WHICH TRANSFORMED THE IDEOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE.

THe RussiAN REVOLUTION

THe RUsSIAN REVOLUTION CAN BE DIVIDED INTO TWO KEY PHASES: THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION AND THE OCTOBER
REVOLUTION.

1. FEBrRUARY REvoLUTION (1917): THIS INITIAL UPRISING RESULTED IN THE ABDICATION OF TSAR NICHOLAS || AND THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, THIS GOVERNMENT FAILED TO ADDRESS THE PRESSING ISSUES OF
LAND REFORM AND CONTINUED INVOLVEMENT IN W ORLD W AR I.

2. OcToser RevoLUTION (1917): Lep BY THE BOLSHEVIK PARTY UNDER VLADIMIR LENIN, THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION
OVERTHREW THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT. THE BOLSHEVIKS PROMISED “PEACE, LAND, AND BREAD” TO THE WAR-WEARY AND
IMPOVERISHED POPULACE. THIS REVOLUTION MARKED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT, WHICH AIMED
TO IMPLEMENT MARXIST IDEAS IN PRACTICE.



THE FORMATION OF THE SOVIET UNION

IN 1922, THE UNioN oF SoVIeT SociaLisT RepusLics (USSR) WAS FORMALLY ESTABLISHED, MARKING THE FIRST TIME A
COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED ON COMMUNIST PRINCIPLES. THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT SOUGHT TO TRANSFORM SOCIETY THROUGH
RAPID INDUSTRIALIZATION AND COLLECTIVIZATION OF AGRICULTURE, RESULTING IN SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES.

1. FIvE-YEAR PLANS: INITIATED BYJOSEPH STALIN, THESE PLANS AIMED TO BOOST INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT AND MODERNIZE THE
ECONOMY BUT OFTEN LED TO WIDESPREAD SUFFERING AND FAMINE.

2. COLLECTIVIZATION: THE FORCED CONSOLIDATION OF INDIVIDUAL PEASANT FARMS INTO STATE-RUN ENTERPRISES RESULTED IN
RESISTANCE AND SIGNIFICANT LOSS OF LIFE, PARTICULARLY DURING THE HoLoboMor IN UKRAINE.

CoMMUNISM AND GLOBAL INFLUENCE

THE SUCCESS OF THE SOVIET UNION INSPIRED REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS \WORLDWIDE, PARTICULARLY IN REGIONS
STRUGGLING AGAINST COLONIALISM AND IMPERIALISM. THE 20TH CENTURY WITNESSED SEVERAL KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE
GLOBAL SPREAD OF COMMUNISM.

COMMUNISM IN ASIA

- CHINA: THE CHinese ComMUNIST PARTY (CCP), FOUNDED IN 1921, GAINED POPULARITY AMONG PEASANTS AND WORKERS.
LED 8Y MAO ZEDONG, IT ENGAGED IN A PROTRACTED CIVIL WAR AGAINST THE NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT. THE CULMINATION OF
THIS STRUGGLE WAS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC oF CHINA IN 1949.

- VIETNAM: Ho CHI MINH, INSPIRED BY MARXIST-LENINIST PRINCIPLES, LED THE FIGHT AGAINST FRENCH COLONIAL RULE AND
LATER AGAINST THE UNITED STATES DURING THE VIETNAM W/ AR, RESULTING IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNIST STATE IN
1976.

CoMMUNISM IN LATIN AMERICA

- Cuga: THe CusaN RevoLuTIoN oF 1959 saw FipeL CAsTRO AND CHE GUEVARA OVERTHROW THE BATISTA REGIME. CUBA
BECAME A KEY PLAYER IN THE CoLD W/ AR, SERVING AS A MODEL FOR OTHER REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS IN LATIN AMERICA.

- GUATEMALA: THE 1954 coup, suPPORTED BY THE CIA, OUSTED THE DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED PRESIDENT JACOBO

RBENZ, WHO HAD IMPLEMENTED LAND REFORMS FAVORED BY COMMUNISTS, LEADING TO A PROTRACTED CIVIL CONFLICT.

COMMUNISM IN AFRICA

NUMEROUS AFRICAN NATIONS ADOPTED COMMUNIST IDEOLOGIES IN THEIR STRUGGLES FOR INDEPENDENCE. LEADERS LIKE JULIUS
NYERERE IN T ANZANIA AND ROBERT MUGABE IN ZIMBABWE ESPOUSED SOCIALIST PRINCIPLES, OFTEN ALIGNING WITH THE USSR
AND CHINA FOR SUPPORT.

THe CoLbp W AR ERA AND THE DecLINE oF COMMUNISM

THE RISE OF COMMUNISM SET THE STAGE FOR THE COLD \X/AR, A PERIOD OF GEOPOLITICAL TENSION BETWEEN COMMUNIST AND
CAPITALIST BLOCS. THE IDEOLOGICAL BATTLE LED TO NUMEROUS CONFLICTS, INCLUDING:

1. KoreaN W AR (1950-1953): THE ConrFLICT BETWEEN NorTH Korea (supPorTED BY CHINA AND THE USSR) AND SouTH
Korea (BACKED BY THE UNITED STATES) EXEMPLIFIED THE GLOBAL STRUGGLE BETWEEN COMMUNISM AND CAPITALISM.
2. VIETNAM W AR (1955-1975): THe UNITED STATES' ATTEMPT TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COMMUNISM IN SOUTHEAST



ASIA LED TO A PROTRACTED AND DEVASTATING CONFLICT.

DESPITE THESE CONFLICTS, THE LATE 20TH CENTURY MARKED A DECLINE IN COMMUNIST INFLUENCE, PARTICULARLY WITH THE
ADVENT OF PERESTROIKA AND GLASNOST UNDER MIKHAIL GORBACHEV IN THE SOVIET UNION. THE COLLAPSE OF COMMUNIST
REGIMES ACROSS EASTERN EUROPE IN 1989, CULMINATING IN THE FALL OF THE BERLIN W/ ALL, SIGNALED A SIGNIFICANT RETREAT
OF COMMUNIST IDEOLOGY.

THe FALL oF THE SoVIET UNION

IN 1991 , THE SoVIET UNION OFFICIALLY DISSOLVED, LEADING TO THE EMERGENCE OF INDEPENDENT REPUBLICS AND THE
ABANDONMENT OF COMMUNIST IDEALS IN FAVOR OF MARKET ECONOMIES AND DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE. THE DECLINE OF
COMMUNISM IN THE USSR HAD PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR GLOBAL POLITICS, SIGNALING A SHIFT TOWARDS LIBERAL
DEMOCRACY AND CAPITALISM.

CoNCLUSION

THE RISE OF COMMUNISM HAS HAD A LASTING IMPACT ON WORLD HISTORY, INFLUENCING POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES, SOCIAL
STRUCTURES, AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. FROM ITS ORIGINS IN MARXIST THEORY TO ITS IMPLEMENTATION IN VARIOUS
COUNTRIES, COMMUNISM HAS SHAPED THE LIVES OF MILLIONS AND CONTINUES TO BE A RELEVANT SUBJECT OF STUDY IN AP
\X/ oRLD HiSTORY. UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES OF ITS RISE AND FALL ALLOWS FOR A DEEPER COMPREHENSION OF
CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL DYNAMICS AND THE PERSISTENT CHALLENGES OF INEQUALITY, CLASS STRUGGLE, AND THE QUEST FOR
SocIAL JUSTICE. COMMUNISM'S LEGACY PERSISTS, PROMPTING ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT ITS RELEVANCE AND APPLICATION IN
TODAY'S WORLD.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN CAUSES THAT LED TO THE RISE OF COMMUNISM IN THE EARLY
20TH CENTURY?

THE RISE OF COMMUNISM WAS LARGELY FUELED BY THE SOCIOECONOMIC UPHEAVALS CAUSED BY INDUSTRIALIZATION, THE
INEQUALITY FACED BY THE WORKING CLASS, THE FAILURES OF CAPITALISM DURING ECONOMIC CRISES, AND THE INFLUENCE OF
MARXIST IDEOLOGY, PARTICULARLY AFTER THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF 1917.

How pib THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION CONTRIBUTE TO THE GLOBAL SPREAD OF
COMMUNISM?

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION PROVIDED A SUCCESSFUL MODEL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNIST STATE, INSPIRING
LEFTIST MOVEMENTS WORLDWIDE. | T DEMONSTRATED THAT A WORKING-CLASS UPRISING COULD OVERTHROW AN EXISTING
GOVERNMENT AND LED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMINTERN TO PROMOTE GLOBAL COMMUNIST REVOLUTION.

\W/HAT ROLE DID W ORLD W AR | PLAY IN THE RISE OF COMMUNISM?

W/ oRLD W AR | CREATED WIDESPREAD DISCONTENT DUE TO MILITARY FAILURES, ECONOMIC HARDSHIP, AND SOCIAL UNREST IN
MANY COUNTRIES. THIS SITUATION PROVIDED FERTILE GROUND FOR REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS, PARTICULARLY IN RUSSIA/ WHERE
DISILLUSIONMENT WITH THE T SARIST REGIME LED TO THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION.

How DID COMMUNISM MANIFEST IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES DURING THE 20TH CENTURY?

COMMUNISM TOOK DIFFERENT FORMS IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES, SUCH AS THE SOVIET MODEL IN RUSSIA/ MAOISM IN CHINAI AND



CASTRO’S VERSION IN CUBA. EACH ADAPTED MARXIST PRINCIPLES TO FIT LOCAL CONTEXTS, LEADING TO UNIQUE POLITICAL
AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES.

\WHAT WERE THE MAJOR IDEOLOGICAL TENETS OF COMMUNISM AS PROPOSED BY KARL
MARX?

KARL MARX'S COMMUNISM EMPHASIZED THE CLASS STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE PROLETARIAT (\X/ORKING CLASS) AND THE
BOURGEOISIE (CAPITALIST CLASS), ADVOCATING FOR THE OVERTHROW OF CAPITALISM AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
CLASSLESS SOCIETY WHERE THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION ARE COMMUNALLY OWNED.

WHAT IMPACT DID THE CoLD W AR HAVE ON THE PERCEPTION OF COMMUNISM
GLOBALLY?

THE CoLb W AR INTENSIFIED THE IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICT BETWEEN CAPITALIST AND COMMUNIST NATIONS, LEADING TO
\WIDESPREAD ANTI"COMMUNIST SENTIMENT, THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CONTAINMENT POLICIES, AND MILITARY INTERVENTIONS IN
VARIOUS REGIONS TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COMMUNISM.

How DID THE FALL OF THE SOVIET UNION AFFECT THE GLOBAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT?

THE FALL OF THE SOVIET UNION IN 199 T LED TO A SIGNIFICANT DECLINE IN THE INFLUENCE OF COMMUNISM, RESULTING IN THE
COLLAPSE OF COMMUNIST REGIMES IN EASTERN EUROPE AND PROMPTING A REEVALUATION OF MARXIST IDEOLOGY AND ITS
APPLICATION IN CONTEMPORARY POLITICS.

\W/HAT LESSONS CAN MODERN SOCIETIES LEARN FROM THE RISE AND FALL OF
COMMUNISM?P

MODERN SOCIETIES CAN LEARN ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF ADDRESSING ECONOMIC INEQUALITY, THE RISKS OF
AUTHORITARIANISM IN THE NAME OF IDEOLOGY, AND THE NEED FOR DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES TO ENGAGE CITIZENS AND PREVENT
THE CONCENTRATION OF POWER, HIGHLIGHTING THE COMPLEXITIES OF BALANCING SOCIAL EQUITY WITH INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS.
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