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revan star wars the old republic 1 drew karpyshyn is a phrase that encapsulates a significant
chapter in the Star Wars universe, focusing on the character Revan and his story as portrayed in the
novel and video game "Star Wars: The Old Republic," with the original narrative crafted by renowned
author Drew Karpyshyn. This article explores the intricate lore surrounding Revan, his pivotal role in
the Old Republic era, and how Drew Karpyshyn’s storytelling brought depth and complexity to the
character. The discussion includes an examination of the novel "Star Wars: The Old Republic –
Revan," its context within the larger franchise, and its connections to the popular MMORPG game.
Fans and newcomers alike will find a comprehensive overview of Revan’s journey, motivations, and
impact on Star Wars lore. Following this introduction, a detailed table of contents outlines the main
topics covered in this article for easy navigation and reference.
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Background of Revan in Star Wars Lore
Revan is one of the most iconic characters in the Star Wars expanded universe, particularly within the
Old Republic era, which takes place thousands of years before the events of the original film trilogy.
His story is central to the narrative of conflict between the Sith and the Jedi, and his complex identity
as both hero and antagonist has captivated fans. Initially introduced in the critically acclaimed game
"Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic," Revan’s character was further explored and expanded in
subsequent media, including novels and the MMORPG "Star Wars: The Old Republic." The layered
history of Revan includes his fall to the dark side, redemption, and his mysterious disappearance,
making him a pivotal figure in the mythos of the Old Republic.

Origins and Early History
Revan was originally a Jedi Knight who became a Sith Lord during the Mandalorian Wars, a conflict
that shaped much of the galaxy’s future. His tactical genius and strength in the Force made him a
formidable leader. However, his journey took a dramatic turn when he was betrayed and captured,
leading to his memory being wiped and a chance for redemption. This origin story sets the stage for
the moral ambiguity and internal conflict that defines Revan’s character throughout the series.



Significance in the Star Wars Timeline
Set approximately 3,000 years before the Skywalker saga, Revan’s story explores themes of power,
identity, and the struggle between light and dark. His actions during the Jedi Civil War and the
subsequent events have lasting repercussions on the political and spiritual landscape of the galaxy.
Revan’s narrative fills a critical gap in Star Wars lore, providing context to the ancient history of the
Jedi and Sith orders.

Drew Karpyshyn’s Contribution to the Star Wars
Universe
Drew Karpyshyn is a celebrated author and game writer whose work has significantly shaped the
storytelling of the Star Wars expanded universe. Known for his ability to craft compelling characters
and intricate plots, Karpyshyn’s involvement in the Star Wars franchise brought a new level of depth
to the Old Republic era. His novel "Star Wars: The Old Republic – Revan" is a key example of his
narrative skill, merging rich character development with the broader lore of the galaxy.

Writing Style and Narrative Approach
Karpyshyn’s writing is characterized by its detailed world-building, complex character motivations,
and a balanced portrayal of moral dilemmas. In "Revan," he delves deeply into the protagonist’s
psyche, exploring Revan’s struggle with his identity and past actions. His approach combines action-
packed sequences with philosophical questions about destiny and free will, making the story resonate
with a wide audience.

Impact on Star Wars Expanded Universe
Beyond "Revan," Karpyshyn has contributed to multiple Star Wars projects, including game scripts
and other novels. His work has helped bridge the gap between interactive storytelling in video games
and traditional prose, enriching the overall narrative consistency of the Old Republic timeline. Fans
recognize Karpyshyn as a driving force behind the resurgence of interest in this era of Star Wars
history.

Storyline of "Star Wars: The Old Republic – Revan"
The novel "Star Wars: The Old Republic – Revan" follows the titular character as he awakens from a
coma with fragmented memories and faces new threats that endanger the galaxy. The plot intricately
weaves Revan’s internal conflict with external battles against Sith forces, exploring themes of
memory, loyalty, and redemption. This story serves as a narrative bridge to the events of the
MMORPG, enriching the game’s lore and player experience.



Plot Overview
After years of being lost in a coma, Revan is revived by the Republic and must confront his own dark
past while stopping a mysterious Sith threat. Throughout the novel, Revan wrestles with conflicting
memories and the fear that his former self may resurface. The story introduces new characters and
factions, expanding the universe and setting the stage for the ongoing conflict within the game.

Thematic Elements
The novel explores significant themes such as the duality of good and evil, the power of choice, and
the impact of past actions on present identity. Revan’s journey is emblematic of the struggle between
light and dark, with Karpyshyn emphasizing the complexity of redemption and the consequences of
power. These themes resonate throughout the story, providing depth and philosophical insight.

Revan’s Role in the Video Game "Star Wars: The Old
Republic"
"Star Wars: The Old Republic" is a massively multiplayer online role-playing game (MMORPG) that
expands upon the storylines established in previous Star Wars media. Revan plays a crucial role
within the game’s narrative, appearing as both a legendary figure and an active participant in the
unfolding events. His presence influences various quests, story arcs, and player choices, making him
integral to the gameplay experience.

Integration of Revan’s Story in the Game
The game incorporates Revan’s storyline through cinematic sequences, missions, and expansions.
Players encounter his legacy in multiple contexts, including flashbacks, confrontations with Sith
adversaries, and uncovering ancient secrets. Revan’s character acts as a symbol of hope and danger,
with his influence felt across the galaxy’s political and mystical struggles.

Player Interaction and Influence
In "Star Wars: The Old Republic," players can engage with Revan-related content that reveals more
about his motivations and history. This interaction enhances the immersive quality of the game,
allowing players to explore the moral complexities associated with Revan’s character. The game’s
branching storylines reflect the themes introduced by Karpyshyn, emphasizing choice and
consequence.

Character Analysis and Legacy
Revan’s character stands out as a multifaceted hero whose story transcends typical archetypes. His
journey from Jedi Knight to Sith Lord and back to a figure of redemption illustrates the nuanced
storytelling that defines the Old Republic era. Revan’s legacy continues to inspire new Star Wars



content and remains a subject of interest for scholars and fans alike.

Complexity and Depth
Revan embodies the complexity of duality within the Star Wars universe, challenging the binary
notions of good versus evil. His internal conflict and evolving identity provide a rich canvas for
exploring themes of memory, redemption, and the nature of power. This depth makes him a
compelling subject for literary and gaming narratives.

Enduring Popularity
Since his introduction, Revan has maintained a strong fan following, influencing numerous spin-offs,
fan theories, and creative works. His story continues to be revisited and expanded, proving the lasting
impact of Drew Karpyshyn’s writing and the original game’s narrative design. Revan’s legacy is a
testament to the enduring appeal of well-crafted characters within the Star Wars mythos.

Revan’s multifaceted character arc

The influence of Drew Karpyshyn’s storytelling

The integration of Revan’s story in various media

The thematic richness of the Old Republic era

The continued relevance and popularity of Revan

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Revan in Star Wars: The Old Republic and what is his
significance?
Revan is a central character in the Star Wars: The Old Republic universe, originally introduced in the
Knights of the Old Republic game. He is a powerful Jedi Knight who fell to the dark side and became a
Sith Lord before ultimately seeking redemption. Revan's story is significant as it explores themes of
identity, redemption, and the balance between the light and dark sides of the Force.

How did Drew Karpyshyn contribute to the story of Revan in
Star Wars: The Old Republic?
Drew Karpyshyn is the lead writer who created and developed the story of Revan in the Star Wars:
Knights of the Old Republic series and continued to influence the lore in Star Wars: The Old Republic.
His writing helped shape Revan's complex character, backstory, and the overarching narrative



involving the Sith Empire and the Jedi Order.

What role does Revan play in the storyline of Star Wars: The
Old Republic?
In Star Wars: The Old Republic, Revan is considered a legendary figure whose actions from the past
have a profound impact on the current conflict between the Sith Empire and the Galactic Republic.
Players often encounter references to Revan’s legacy, and he is portrayed as a pivotal character
whose history influences the game's events.

Is Revan a playable character in Star Wars: The Old Republic?
No, Revan is not a playable character in Star Wars: The Old Republic. Instead, he serves as an
important NPC and lore figure. Players experience Revan’s legacy through quests, story arcs, and
expansions that delve into his past and impact on the galaxy.

What are some key themes Drew Karpyshyn explores through
Revan's story?
Drew Karpyshyn explores themes such as redemption, the duality of good and evil, identity crisis, and
the consequences of power through Revan’s story. These themes are central to Revan’s character arc
and contribute to the depth and complexity that made him an iconic figure in Star Wars lore.

How has Revan's character influenced the Star Wars
expanded universe and fan community?
Revan has become one of the most popular and enduring characters in the Star Wars expanded
universe, inspiring novels, comics, fan fiction, and cosplays. His complex nature and moral ambiguity
resonate with fans, making him a symbol of the blurred lines between heroism and villainy within the
Star Wars saga.

Are there any upcoming projects or media featuring Revan
that involve Drew Karpyshyn?
As of now, there have been no official announcements regarding new projects specifically featuring
Revan that involve Drew Karpyshyn. However, given Karpyshyn's ongoing influence in the Star Wars
storytelling community, fans remain hopeful for future stories or game content that might revisit
Revan’s character.

Additional Resources
1. Star Wars: Revan by Drew Karpyshyn
This novel delves into the origin story of Revan, a legendary figure in the Star Wars universe. Set
during the Mandalorian Wars, it explores Revan’s rise from a Jedi Knight to a complex anti-hero who
challenges the galaxy’s fate. The book reveals his internal struggles and the events that transform
him into a pivotal character in the Old Republic era.



2. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Deceived by Paul S. Kemp
While not by Karpyshyn, this novel complements the Revan story by focusing on Darth Malgus, a Sith
Lord during the same era. It explores the darker side of the Sith Empire and its conflicts with the
Republic. The book offers insight into the broader conflict surrounding Revan’s legacy.

3. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Annihilation by Drew Karpyshyn
This novel picks up the story after Revan’s time, focusing on the continued conflict between the Sith
Empire and the Galactic Republic. It follows the adventures of Jedi Knight Theron Shan as he uncovers
a conspiracy that could reignite war. Karpyshyn’s writing connects deeply to the Old Republic’s lore
and Revan’s enduring impact.

4. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Fatal Alliance by Sean Williams
A crucial story in the Old Republic timeline, this book features multiple characters, including Sith and
Jedi, navigating a fragile alliance. The novel sets the stage for events during and after Revan’s era,
showcasing political intrigue and galactic warfare. It enriches the understanding of the galaxy's state
in Revan’s aftermath.

5. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Revan: The Sith Lord (Comic Series)
Though not a novel, this comic series expands on Revan’s Sith persona and his impact on the galaxy.
It provides visual storytelling that complements Karpyshyn’s novel, exploring additional adventures
and battles. The series is essential for fans wanting to see Revan’s character from a different
perspective.

6. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Knight Errant by John Jackson Miller
This novel explores the life of a Jedi Knight, Kerra Holt, during the Old Republic. Set in the same era as
Revan, it provides context to the Jedi Order’s struggles and the Sith threat. The story indirectly ties
into Revan’s legacy by showing the ongoing conflict and moral challenges faced by Jedi.

7. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Shadow of Revan (Game Expansion & Novelization)
This expansion and its accompanying novel explore the return of Revan as a mysterious force in the
galaxy. It delves into the consequences of Revan’s past actions and his struggle between light and
dark. The story is critical for understanding how Revan’s legend continues to influence the galaxy.

8. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Blood of the Empire by Alexander Freed
Set during the Old Republic era, this novel follows a Republic soldier caught in a galaxy-wide conflict.
While Revan is not the central character, the story is shaped by the political and military aftermath of
his campaigns. Freed’s work enriches the backdrop against which Revan’s story unfolded.

9. Star Wars: The Old Republic - The Lost Suns by Alexander Freed
This novel ties together many characters from the Old Republic era and explores the ongoing struggle
between Sith and Jedi. It highlights the enduring legacy of Revan’s decisions and the complex
alliances formed in the war-torn galaxy. The book provides a comprehensive look at the repercussions
of Revan’s era on future conflicts.
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