
reflexive verbs spanish worksheet

Reflexive verbs Spanish worksheet are a crucial tool for students learning the Spanish language,

especially when it comes to understanding how to express actions that one performs upon oneself.

Reflexive verbs are a unique feature of the Spanish language, differing from their English counterparts

in significant ways. This article will explore the intricacies of reflexive verbs, provide examples, and

offer guidance on how to create an effective worksheet to practice these grammatical structures.

Understanding Reflexive Verbs

Reflexive verbs in Spanish are verbs that indicate that the subject of the sentence is also the object. In

other words, the action of the verb reflects back onto the subject. They are formed by combining a

verb with a reflexive pronoun that corresponds to the subject. For example, in the sentence "Me lavo"

(I wash myself), "lavo" is the verb meaning "to wash," and "me" is the reflexive pronoun corresponding

to the first person singular.

Reflexive Pronouns

The reflexive pronouns in Spanish correspond to the subject pronouns and are as follows:

- Yo - me (myself)

- Tú - te (yourself, informal)

- Él/Ella/Usted - se (himself/herself/yourself, formal)

- Nosotros/Nosotras - nos (ourselves)

- Vosotros/Vosotras - os (yourselves, informal plural, mainly used in Spain)

- Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes - se (themselves/yourselves, formal plural)



Forming Reflexive Verbs

To form a reflexive verb, follow these steps:

1. Choose the verb: Start with a standard verb that can be reflexive. For example, "lavar" (to wash).

2. Add the appropriate reflexive pronoun: Attach the reflexive pronoun that corresponds to the subject.

For example, "Yo lavo" (I wash) becomes "Yo me lavo" (I wash myself).

3. Conjugate the verb: Conjugate the verb according to the subject's pronoun. For example, "Ella lava"

(She washes) becomes "Ella se lava" (She washes herself).

Common Reflexive Verbs

Here is a list of common reflexive verbs in Spanish:

1. Despertarse (to wake up)

2. Levantarse (to get up)

3. Vestirse (to get dressed)

4. Ducharse (to take a shower)

5. Afeitarse (to shave)

6. Maquillarse (to put on makeup)

7. Enojarse (to get angry)

8. Divertirse (to have fun)

9. Acostarse (to go to bed)

10. Sentarse (to sit down)

Creating a Reflexive Verbs Spanish Worksheet

When designing a worksheet to practice reflexive verbs, it is essential to include a variety of exercises



that cater to different learning styles. Here are some suggestions for including a range of activities:

1. Fill in the Blanks

Create sentences with missing reflexive pronouns and ask students to fill them in. For example:

- (Yo) ______ despierto a las siete. (despertarse)

- (Tú) ______ lavas las manos antes de comer. (lavarse)

2. Conjugation Practice

Provide a list of reflexive verbs and have students conjugate them according to different subjects. For

instance:

- Vestirse:

- Yo: ____________

- Nosotros: ____________

- Ellos: ____________

3. Matching Activity

Create a matching exercise where students match reflexive verbs with their meanings. For example:

- 1. Afeitarse

- 2. Maquillarse

- 3. Sentarse



a. To sit down

b. To put on makeup

c. To shave

4. Sentence Creation

Encourage students to use reflexive verbs in their own sentences. Provide a list of reflexive verbs and

ask them to create a sentence for each. For example:

- "Acostarse": ____________

- "Ducharse": ____________

5. Reading Comprehension

Include a short reading passage that uses reflexive verbs and follow it up with comprehension

questions. This will help students understand reflexive verbs in context.

Common Mistakes with Reflexive Verbs

While learning reflexive verbs, students often make a few common mistakes. Here are some pitfalls to

watch out for:

1. Confusing reflexive and non-reflexive forms: Some verbs can be used both reflexively and non-

reflexively, and students may confuse the two. For example, "lavar" (to wash) vs. "lavarse" (to wash

oneself).

2. Omitting the reflexive pronoun: When using a reflexive verb, it is essential not to forget the

corresponding reflexive pronoun.



3. Incorrect conjugation: As with all verbs, students must remember to conjugate reflexive verbs

correctly according to the subject.

Conclusion

Reflexive verbs play a significant role in the Spanish language, allowing speakers to express actions

performed on oneself. Understanding how to use and conjugate these verbs is essential for achieving

fluency. A well-designed reflexive verbs Spanish worksheet can aid in reinforcing these concepts

through various engaging activities. By practicing with exercises that range from fill-in-the-blanks to

sentence creation, students can gain confidence in using reflexive verbs in their everyday

conversations.

Remember, the key to mastering reflexive verbs is consistent practice and exposure to their use in

different contexts. With dedication and the right resources, students can effectively integrate reflexive

verbs into their Spanish language skills, enhancing both their speaking and writing abilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are reflexive verbs in Spanish?

Reflexive verbs in Spanish are verbs where the subject and the object are the same, meaning the

action is performed by the subject upon itself. They are usually accompanied by reflexive pronouns

such as 'me', 'te', 'se', 'nos', and 'os'.

How do you identify a reflexive verb in Spanish?

You can identify a reflexive verb in Spanish by looking for the 'se' at the end of the infinitive form, such

as 'lavarse' (to wash oneself) or 'vestirse' (to dress oneself).



What is the structure of a sentence using a reflexive verb?

The structure typically includes the subject, the appropriate reflexive pronoun, followed by the

conjugated verb. For example: 'Yo me lavo' (I wash myself).

Can reflexive verbs be used in the imperative form?

Yes, reflexive verbs can be used in the imperative form. For example, 'Lávate' means 'Wash yourself'

in an informal command.

What is the difference between reflexive and non-reflexive verbs?

The difference lies in the action's direction. Reflexive verbs indicate the action is performed on oneself,

while non-reflexive verbs indicate the action is directed towards someone or something else. For

example, 'lavar' (to wash) vs. 'lavarse' (to wash oneself).

How can I practice reflexive verbs effectively?

You can practice reflexive verbs through worksheets that include conjugation exercises, fill-in-the-blank

sentences, and matching reflexive verbs with their meanings. Engaging in conversations and writing

sentences using reflexive verbs can also be beneficial.

Are there any commonly used reflexive verbs I should know?

Yes, some commonly used reflexive verbs include 'despertarse' (to wake up), 'acostarse' (to go to

bed), 'maquillarse' (to put on makeup), and 'divertirse' (to have fun).
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