
reeses peanut butter cup history

Reese's Peanut Butter Cup history is a fascinating journey that intertwines innovation, marketing

genius, and the love of chocolate and peanut butter. This iconic candy has become a staple in

American culture, beloved by millions for its perfect combination of sweet and salty flavors.

Understanding its origins reveals a story of creativity and entrepreneurship that has evolved over the

decades.

The Birth of a Classic

The Origins of Reese's

The story of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups begins in the early 1920s with Harry Burnett Reese, known

as H.B. Reese. Originally a dairy farmer, Reese began his career working in the confectionery

business. In 1923, he started his own candy company in his basement in Hershey, Pennsylvania. His

early products included a variety of candies, but it wasn't until 1928 that the peanut butter cup was

invented.

Reese's idea was simple yet revolutionary: to combine chocolate and peanut butter, two flavors that

had never been paired in this way before. He initially created the treat as a way to use leftover

chocolate and peanut butter from his other confectionery endeavors. The result was a candy that

would soon change the landscape of sweets in America.

The First Reese's Peanut Butter Cups

The first Reese's Peanut Butter Cups were sold in 1928 under the name "Reese's Peanut Butter

Cups." They were made by hand and sold for just a nickel each. The combination of a smooth, creamy

peanut butter filling encased in a rich chocolate shell quickly garnered attention, and sales began to



grow.

In 1932, H.B. Reese officially registered the Reese's Peanut Butter Cup as a trademark, solidifying the

treat's identity in the confectionery market. By the late 1930s, Reese’s company had already

established a loyal customer base, and the product was gaining traction throughout the United States.

The Rise of Popularity

World War II and Its Impact

The tumultuous years of World War II had a significant impact on the candy industry, including

Reese's Peanut Butter Cups. The war effort shifted resources, and sugar became scarce. To adapt,

Reese's modified its production methods, maintaining quality while conserving ingredients. This

allowed the company to survive the war and emerge stronger.

By the 1940s, Reese's Peanut Butter Cups had gained national recognition. Their popularity surged as

soldiers returning from the war brought home their fondness for the candy, further embedding it into

American culture.

Acquisition by Hershey

In 1963, the H.B. Reese Candy Company caught the attention of the Hershey Chocolate Corporation.

Hershey recognized the potential of Reese's and acquired the company for $23.5 million. This

acquisition helped propel Reese's Peanut Butter Cups to even greater heights. The backing of Hershey

provided the necessary resources for mass production, marketing, and distribution.

With Hershey’s support, Reese's Peanut Butter Cups became a staple in candy aisles across the

country. The product was also promoted through various advertising campaigns, further solidifying its

place in the American snack landscape.



Innovation and Flavor Expansion

New Varieties of Reese's

As Reese's Peanut Butter Cups grew in popularity, the brand began to explore new flavor

combinations and product variations. Over the years, several new versions have been introduced to

cater to evolving consumer tastes, including:

1. Reese's Pieces – Launched in 1978, these small, candy-coated pieces of peanut butter became a

popular addition, especially after their feature in the movie "E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial."

2. Reese's Sticks – A crunchy wafer coated in chocolate and filled with peanut butter, introduced in the

1990s.

3. Reese's Miniatures – Smaller versions of the classic cup, allowing consumers to enjoy the flavor in

bite-sized portions.

4. Reese's Big Cup – A larger version of the original, appealing to those who wanted more peanut

butter and chocolate in each bite.

5. Seasonal Variants – Seasonal shapes and flavors, like the pumpkin for Halloween and the egg for

Easter, have become staples during holiday seasons.

Marketing Strategies

Hershey's marketing strategies played a crucial role in promoting Reese's Peanut Butter Cups. The

brand has utilized various advertising techniques, including:

- Television Commercials: Catchy jingles and memorable ads have helped create a strong brand

identity.

- Social Media Campaigns: Engaging content on platforms like Instagram and Facebook has attracted

younger audiences and kept the brand relevant.

- Collaborations and Promotions: Partnering with popular movies, TV shows, and events has increased

visibility and consumer engagement.



Cultural Impact and Legacy

Reese's in Popular Culture

Reese's Peanut Butter Cups have left a significant mark on popular culture. Their influence can be

seen in various aspects, including:

- Movies and Television: The candy has made numerous appearances in films and TV shows, often

used to signify indulgence or comfort.

- Merchandising: From clothing to kitchenware, the iconic orange and yellow packaging has become a

recognizable symbol.

- Fan Communities: Enthusiasts often celebrate Reese's through fan pages, social media groups, and

even themed events.

Global Reach

While Reese's Peanut Butter Cups originated in the United States, their popularity has expanded

internationally. The brand has found success in various countries, adapting its marketing strategies to

resonate with local cultures. In some regions, Reese's has introduced unique flavors and products

tailored to local tastes, helping establish a global fanbase.

The Future of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups

Continued Innovation

With the ever-evolving snack market, Reese's is committed to innovation. The brand is constantly

experimenting with new flavors, ingredients, and formats to keep up with consumer demands. As

health-conscious trends rise, Reese's has introduced options like:



- Reese's Thins: A lighter version of the classic cup, aimed at those seeking a lower-calorie treat.

- Nut-Free Options: To cater to those with dietary restrictions, variations without nuts have also been

explored.

Sustainability Efforts

In recent years, there has been a growing emphasis on sustainability in the food industry. Reese's,

under the Hershey umbrella, has begun initiatives aimed at reducing its environmental footprint. These

efforts include:

- Sourcing sustainable cocoa.

- Reducing packaging waste.

- Implementing environmentally friendly manufacturing processes.

Conclusion

The Reese's Peanut Butter Cup history is a testament to creativity, perseverance, and the power of

deliciousness. From its humble beginnings in H.B. Reese's basement to its status as one of the most

beloved candies in the world, Reese's has continually evolved while staying true to its roots. Its ability

to adapt to changing consumer preferences and cultural trends ensures that Reese's will remain a

favorite for generations to come. The story of Reese's is far from over, and as it continues to innovate

and engage with its audience, one can only imagine what the future holds for this iconic treat.

Frequently Asked Questions

When were Reese's Peanut Butter Cups first created?

Reese's Peanut Butter Cups were first created in 1928 by Harry Burnett Reese, a former dairy farmer

and candy maker.



What was the original name of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups?

The original name of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups was 'Reese's Peanut Butter Cups', and they were

first sold in the 1930s.

How did Reese's Peanut Butter Cups become popular?

Reese's Peanut Butter Cups gained popularity due to their unique combination of chocolate and

peanut butter, as well as effective marketing and distribution strategies after the Hershey Chocolate

Company acquired the brand in 1963.

What are some variations of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups that have

been introduced over the years?

Some variations include the Miniatures, Big Cup, White Chocolate, and seasonal flavors like Pumpkin

Spice and Christmas-themed shapes.

Did Harry Burnett Reese have any other candy creations?

Yes, besides Reese's Peanut Butter Cups, Harry Burnett Reese also created other candy products,

including the 'Penny Cup' and various chocolate-covered candies.

What makes Reese's Peanut Butter Cups distinct from other

chocolate and peanut butter candies?

Reese's Peanut Butter Cups are distinct due to their perfectly balanced ratio of chocolate to peanut

butter, as well as their iconic cup shape.

How did the shape of Reese's Peanut Butter Cups come to be?

The cup shape was designed to allow for a thicker layer of peanut butter, providing a unique texture

and flavor experience, which has become a trademark of the product.



What marketing strategies contributed to the success of Reese's

Peanut Butter Cups?

Reese's success can be attributed to innovative advertising campaigns, memorable slogans like

'There's no wrong way to eat a Reese's,' and extensive distribution in convenience stores and

supermarkets.
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