
reading comprehension gre practice

Reading comprehension GRE practice is an essential component for anyone preparing for the Graduate

Record Examination (GRE). This standardized test is a critical part of the graduate school application

process, and the reading comprehension section can be particularly challenging. Mastering this skill

not only boosts your GRE score but also enhances your overall analytical abilities, which are vital for

success in graduate studies. In this article, we will explore effective strategies, resources, and tips to

help you excel in the reading comprehension section of the GRE.

Understanding the GRE Reading Comprehension Section

The reading comprehension section of the GRE assesses your ability to understand, analyze, and

evaluate written material. It consists of passages followed by questions that test various aspects of

comprehension, including:

Understanding the main idea

Identifying supporting details

Making inferences

Analyzing the author's tone and purpose

Understanding the structure of the passage

Each passage can range from 100 to 500 words and covers a variety of topics, including literature,



social sciences, and natural sciences. There can be one to six questions per passage, and the key to

success is developing the ability to read critically and efficiently.

Effective Strategies for GRE Reading Comprehension Practice

To excel in reading comprehension, you need to adopt specific strategies that will enhance your

understanding and retention of the material. Here are some effective techniques:

1. Active Reading

Active reading involves engaging with the text as you read. This means:

Annotating the passage: Take notes on key points, underline important phrases, and summarize

sections in the margins.

Asking questions: Consider what you are trying to learn from the passage and formulate

questions that you want to answer as you read.

Visualizing concepts: Create mental images of the ideas presented to reinforce understanding.

2. Summarization

After reading a passage, take a moment to summarize the main idea and key points in your own

words. This helps reinforce comprehension and ensures that you can recall important information when

answering questions.



3. Familiarization with Question Types

The GRE reading comprehension section features various question types, including:

Detail questions: Focus on specific information in the passage.

Inference questions: Require you to make logical deductions based on the information

presented.

Function questions: Ask about the purpose of a particular part of the text.

Vocabulary-in-context questions: Test your understanding of how certain words are used within

the passage.

By familiarizing yourself with these question types, you can better anticipate what is being asked and

improve your response accuracy.

4. Time Management

Time is crucial during the GRE exam. Practice pacing yourself to ensure that you can read and answer

questions within the allotted time. A good rule of thumb is to spend approximately 1.5 to 2 minutes

reading and 1 minute answering each question associated with a passage.

Resources for GRE Reading Comprehension Practice



When preparing for the GRE, utilizing the right resources can make a significant difference in your

performance. Here are some highly recommended resources:

1. Official GRE Preparation Materials

The Educational Testing Service (ETS), which administers the GRE, offers official preparation

materials that include practice questions, full-length practice tests, and study guides. These resources

provide valuable insight into the format and types of questions you will encounter on the actual test.

2. GRE Prep Books

Several publishers offer comprehensive GRE prep books that include reading comprehension

strategies, practice questions, and detailed explanations. Notable titles include:

"The Official GRE Super Power Pack"

"Kaplan's GRE Prep Plus"

"Manhattan Prep's 5 lb. Book of GRE Practice Problems"

3. Online Practice Platforms

Websites such as Magoosh and Kaplan offer online practice resources that include interactive reading

comprehension exercises and video explanations. These platforms often provide a more engaging way

to practice and can be accessed from anywhere.



4. GRE Study Groups and Forums

Joining a study group or participating in online forums can provide additional support and motivation.

Websites like Reddit and The GradCafe have communities where students share tips, resources, and

experiences related to GRE preparation.

Tips for Enhancing Your Reading Comprehension Skills

In addition to strategies and resources, consider the following tips to further enhance your reading

comprehension skills:

1. Read Widely and Regularly

To improve your reading comprehension, read a variety of texts regularly. This can include academic

articles, essays, literary works, and even newspapers. Exposure to different writing styles and subjects

will improve your ability to analyze and synthesize information.

2. Practice Mindfulness

Mindfulness techniques can help you focus better while reading. Consider practicing meditation or

deep breathing exercises to enhance your concentration and reduce test anxiety.

3. Review Mistakes

When practicing with GRE questions, take the time to review your mistakes. Understanding why you



answered a question incorrectly can provide valuable insight and help you avoid similar errors in the

future.

4. Set Realistic Goals

Establish clear and achievable goals for your GRE reading comprehension practice. Whether it's

completing a certain number of passages each week or improving your accuracy, having goals can

keep you motivated and on track.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mastering reading comprehension GRE practice is vital for achieving a competitive score

on the GRE. By employing effective strategies, utilizing quality resources, and focusing on continual

improvement, you can enhance your reading comprehension skills significantly. Remember that

practice is key—regularly engage with diverse reading materials, refine your techniques, and stay

committed to your preparation. With dedication and the right approach, you will be well on your way to

achieving your GRE goals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the reading comprehension section in the

GRE?

The primary focus is to assess your ability to understand, analyze, and evaluate written material, as

well as your ability to draw inferences and make connections.



How many reading comprehension questions are typically included in

the GRE?

There are usually around 10-12 reading comprehension questions per GRE section, spread across

multiple passages.

What types of passages can you expect in the GRE reading

comprehension section?

Passages can include topics from the humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, and business,

often requiring critical analysis and interpretation.

What strategies can help improve reading comprehension skills for the

GRE?

Strategies include practicing active reading, summarizing passages, identifying main ideas and

supporting details, and familiarizing yourself with question types.

How can practice tests enhance reading comprehension skills for the

GRE?

Practice tests help familiarize you with the format, timing, and types of questions, allowing you to

develop strategies and improve speed and accuracy.

Are there specific resources recommended for GRE reading

comprehension practice?

Yes, resources include official GRE prep books, online practice questions from ETS, and platforms like

Manhattan Prep and Kaplan.



What common pitfalls should be avoided in GRE reading

comprehension questions?

Common pitfalls include misreading the passage, focusing too much on specific details instead of the

main idea, and rushing through questions without careful consideration.

How important is vocabulary for the GRE reading comprehension

section?

While vocabulary is important, understanding context and the ability to infer meaning from passages is

even more crucial for success in reading comprehension.

What is a typical time allocation for the reading comprehension

section during the GRE?

Test-takers typically have about 35 minutes for each section of the GRE, which includes reading

comprehension, so managing time effectively is essential.
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