ravens jersey number history

ravens jersey number history offers a fascinating glimpse into the legacy and identity of the Baltimore
Ravens franchise. Since their inception in 1996, the Ravens have developed a unique tradition surrounding
their jersey numbers, with certain digits becoming iconic due to the legendary performances of the players
who wore them. This article explores the evolution of the Ravens jersey number history, highlighting the
most notable numbers, the players associated with them, and the impact those players had on the team’s
culture and success. Additionally, the article covers the practices related to jersey retirements and number
honors within the franchise. By understanding the ravens jersey number history, fans and sports historians
alike can appreciate how numbers on the field represent more than just identifiers—they embody the spirit
and achievements of the Ravens organization. The following sections will delve into the origins, iconic

numbers, retired jerseys, and notable number changes throughout the team's history.

Origins of Ravens Jersey Numbers

Iconic Jersey Numbers and Their Players

Retired Numbers and Honors

Notable Jersey Number Changes and Traditions

Origins of Ravens Jersey Numbers

The Baltimore Ravens were established in 1996 as a result of the Cleveland Browns' relocation, inheriting a
fresh start and an opportunity to build a new team identity. From the outset, the franchise adopted standard
NFL numbering conventions, assigning jersey numbers based on player positions while also allowing some
flexibility for player preferences. The numbering system in the NFL typically follows guidelines where
quarterbacks wear numbers 1-19, running backs 20-49, linebackers 40-59 or 90-99, and so forth. The
Ravens adhered to these norms but also developed their own culture regarding jersey numbers, influenced

by player performances and fan attachment.

In the early years, the ravens jersey number history was shaped largely by the inaugural team members
and draft picks who became foundational players. These players’ numbers became associated with the
team's emerging identity, setting the stage for future legends. Over time, the franchise’s approach to jersey

numbers has evolved, balancing tradition with modern trends and player individuality.



Iconic Jersey Numbers and Their Players

Certain jersey numbers in Ravens history have become synonymous with the franchise’s greatest players
and moments. These numbers evoke memories of championship victories, record-breaking performances,
and leadership on and off the field. Below are some of the most iconic jersey numbers and the players who

wore them:

Number 52 — Ray Lewis

Perhaps the most legendary jersey in ravens jersey number history is number 52, worn by linebacker Ray
Lewis. Lewis was not only the heart and soul of the Ravens' defense but also a two-time NFL Defensive
Player of the Year and Super Bowl MVP. His leadership and intensity defined the team's identity for over

a decade. Number 52 represents toughness, dedication, and excellence in Baltimore football lore.

Number 20 — Ed Reed

Ed Reed, one of the greatest safeties in NFL history, wore number 20. Reed’s ball-hawking skills and
playmaking ability changed the game for the Ravens' secondary. His interceptions and defensive
touchdowns were pivotal in the Ravens’ 2000 Super Bowl run. Number 20 symbolizes defensive brilliance

and game-changing athleticism.

Number 8 — Lamar Jackson

The dynamic quarterback Lamar Jackson wears number 8, adding a modern chapter to the ravens jersey
number history. Since being drafted in 2018, Jackson has redefined the quarterback position with his dual-
threat capabilities, earning an MVP award and leading the team to playoff appearances. The number 8

jersey is now associated with innovation and electrifying play.

Other Notable Numbers

e Number 85: Worn by Hall of Fame tight end Shannon Sharpe, a key offensive weapon during the

Ravens’ early years.

e Number 75: Represented by Jonathan Ogden, the franchise’s first-ever draft pick and a dominant

offensive tackle.

e Number 33: Used by running back Jamal Lewis, who set franchise rushing records.



Retired Numbers and Honors

In NFL tradition, retiring a jersey number is a significant honor reserved for players who have made an
indelible impact on their franchise. The Baltimore Ravens have retired several numbers, preserving the

legacy of their greatest stars and ensuring their contributions are permanently recognized.

The most prominent retired numbers in ravens jersey number history include:

¢ 52 — Ray Lewis: Retired in recognition of his unparalleled influence and leadership.

¢ 75 — Jonathan Ogden: Honored for his role as a cornerstone of the Ravens’ offensive line and first-

ever draft pick.

¢ 89 — Matt Stover: The longtime kicker who was one of the most reliable scorers in franchise history.

Retiring these numbers demonstrates the Ravens' commitment to honoring players who have shaped the
team’s identity and success. While the franchise has not retired as many numbers as some older teams, the

significance of these decisions resonates deeply with fans and players alike.

Notable Jersey Number Changes and Traditions

Throughout the ravens jersey number history, several players have changed numbers for various reasons,
including personal preference, position changes, or to honor former players. Such changes often generate

excitement among fans and can become part of the team’s tradition.

Number Changes for New Stars

When Lamar Jackson was drafted, the number 8 was available and quickly became identified with his
electrifying style. Similarly, new players sometimes select numbers with historical significance or try to

create their own legacy by choosing less common digits.

Honoring Former Players

The Ravens have occasionally honored former players by passing down their numbers to players who
embody similar qualities or by temporarily withholding certain numbers out of respect. This practice helps

maintain the continuity of the franchise’s values and traditions.



Jersey Number Policies

The NFL's numbering rules have evolved over time, and the Ravens have adapted accordingly. The team
respects league guidelines while allowing some latitude for player preferences, especially with the
expanded numbering options instituted in recent years. This flexibility has led to more variety in the

ravens jersey number history, reflecting modern football’s dynamic nature.

List of Common Ravens Jersey Number Traditions

Defensive players often choose numbers in the 50s and 90s, reflecting linebacker and defensive line

roles.

Skill position players like running backs and defensive backs tend to wear numbers in the 20s and

30s.

Quarterbacks typically wear single-digit numbers, with the number 8 becoming iconic due to Lamar

Jackson.

Retired numbers are kept out of circulation as a sign of respect for franchise legends.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first player to wear jersey number 20 for the Baltimore

Ravens?

The first notable player to wear jersey number 20 for the Baltimore Ravens was running back Terry

Allen, who played for the team in its inaugural season in 1996.

Which famous Baltimore Ravens player wore jersey number 52?

Ray Lewis, one of the most iconic players in Ravens history and a Hall of Fame linebacker, wore jersey

number 52 throughout his entire career with the team.

Has any Baltimore Ravens player retired their jersey number?

Yes, the Baltimore Ravens have retired jersey number 52 in honor of Ray Lewis, recognizing his

significant contributions to the franchise.



Which Ravens quarterback is associated with jersey number 8?

Lamar Jackson, the dynamic quarterback known for his dual-threat ability, is famously associated with

jersey number 8 for the Baltimore Ravens.

Have any Baltimore Ravens players switched their jersey numbers
during their career?

Yes, some players have changed numbers during their time with the Ravens due to position changes or

number availability, but it is relatively uncommon.

What jersey number did former Ravens cornerback Lardarius Webb

wear?

Lardarius Webb wore jersey number 21 during his tenure as a cornerback for the Baltimore Ravens.

Are there any notable trends in Ravens jersey numbers for specific
positions?

Yes, like most NFL teams, the Ravens follow the league's numbering rules where linebackers typically

wear numbers in the 50s, quarterbacks in single digits or teens, and defensive backs in the 20s and 30s.

Additional Resources

1. Black and Purple Legends: The History of Ravens Jersey Numbers

This book delves into the storied history of the Baltimore Ravens' jersey numbers, highlighting the
significance behind each retired number and the legendary players who wore them. It provides a timeline
of jersey changes and explores how certain numbers became iconic within the franchise. Fans will

appreciate the detailed player profiles and game-changing moments associated with each number.

2. Ravens' Numbers: The Stories Behind the Jerseys

"Ravens' Numbers" offers an in-depth look at the personal stories and career achievements of players who
have defined the Baltimore Ravens through their jersey numbers. The book covers key eras in Ravens
history and explains how jersey numbers have been a symbol of pride and identity for the team and its

fans. It also includes interviews with former players and coaches.

3. From 52 to 89: Signature Jersey Numbers of the Baltimore Ravens

Focusing on the most memorable jersey numbers in Ravens history, this book highlights players like Ray
Lewis (#52) and Derrick Mason (#89). It discusses how these numbers became synonymous with
excellence and leadership on the field. The narrative is enriched with anecdotes from games, locker rooms,

and fan celebrations.



4. Ravens Jersey Chronicles: A Legacy in Numbers

This comprehensive volume chronicles the full spectrum of jersey numbers worn by Ravens players since
the team's inception. It showrcases the evolution of player roles tied to specific numbers and how the team's
identity has been shaped by its stars. The book also examines the cultural impact of the jersey numbers on

Baltimore's football community.

5. Numbers Game: Baltimore Ravens' Jersey History Uncovered

"Numbers Game" uncovers the fascinating history behind Ravens' jersey numbers, revealing lesser-known
facts and trivia about each digit. It explores how numbers reflect player positions, personality, and legacy,
offering a unique perspective on team dynamics. The book is a must-read for those interested in the

intersection of sports history and symbolism.

6. Jersey Legends of the Baltimore Ravens

Highlighting the most iconic Ravens jerseys, this book profiles legendary players whose numbers have
been etched into the franchise's history. It provides detailed career retrospectives, achievements, and the
impact these athletes had on the Ravens' success. The narrative also touches on how jersey numbers inspire

future generations of players.

7. The Ravens’ Numbered Heroes: A Tribute to Jersey Greats

This tribute book honors the heroes of the Baltimore Ravens by focusing on the significance of their jersey
numbers. It includes heartwarming stories of perseverance, leadership, and triumph tied to specific
numbers. Readers will gain insight into how these players embodied the spirit of the Ravens both on and

off the field.

8. Decades of Purple: The Evolution of Ravens Jersey Numbers

Tracing the changes in jersey numbers over the decades, this book reveals how the Baltimore Ravens'
numbering traditions have evolved alongside the team's growth. It discusses shifts in player roles, coaching
philosophies, and fan culture as reflected in the numbers worn. The book is rich with photographs and

historical game highlights.

9. Ravens by the Numbers: A Statistical History of Jersey Icons

Combining statistical analysis with storytelling, this book presents a unique look at how Ravens players'
jersey numbers correlate with their performance and legacy. It features charts, records, and comparisons
that highlight the impact of individual players on the franchise. The detailed statistics offer a fresh

perspective on the importance of jersey numbers in professional football.
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