rain bird sst 9001 manual

rain bird sst 900i manual is an essential resource for understanding and
operating the Rain Bird SST 9001 sprinkler system controller efficiently.
This comprehensive guide provides detailed instructions on installation,
programming, troubleshooting, and maintenance, ensuring optimal performance
and longevity of the irrigation system. Whether you are a professional
landscaper or a homeowner managing your irrigation setup, the Rain Bird SST
900i manual offers clear directions to maximize water conservation and system
reliability. In this article, we will explore the key features of the Rain
Bird SST 900i controller, step-by-step programming procedures, common
troubleshooting tips, and maintenance best practices. Understanding these
aspects will help users operate the system with confidence and address any
issues that arise. The following sections will cover everything needed to get
the most out of the Rain Bird SST 900i irrigation controller.
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Overview of Rain Bird SST 900i Controller

The Rain Bird SST 900i is a versatile and user-friendly irrigation controller
designed to manage multiple watering zones efficiently. It supports automatic
scheduling and manual operation, enabling precise control over irrigation
times and durations. This controller is widely used in residential,
commercial, and agricultural applications due to its reliability and advanced
features.

Key Features and Specifications

The Rain Bird SST 900i manual highlights several important features that make
this controller highly effective:

e Supports up to 9 irrigation stations for zoned watering

e Easy-to-navigate interface with LCD display



e Multiple programming options including daily, weekly, and interval
scheduling

e Manual start and skip functions for flexibility
e Battery backup to retain settings during power outages

e Water-saving features such as rain delay and seasonal adjustments

These specifications ensure the controller can adapt to various irrigation
needs while promoting efficient water usage.

Intended Applications

The SST 900i controller is suitable for a range of irrigation systems,
including drip, spray, and rotor sprinklers. It is typically installed in
outdoor environments and designed to withstand weather conditions common to
irrigation sites. Its adaptability makes it a preferred choice for:

e Home lawn and garden irrigation
e Sports fields and recreational areas
e Commercial landscaping projects

e Agricultural watering systems

Installation and Setup Instructions

Proper installation is critical to ensure the Rain Bird SST 900i controller
functions correctly. Following the instructions in the manual guarantees that
the system operates safely and efficiently.

Mounting the Controller

The manual advises mounting the SST 900i controller on a flat, vertical
surface protected from direct sunlight and extreme weather. Ideal locations
include garages, utility rooms, or irrigation sheds. The controller should be
installed at a height convenient for programming and maintenance.

Electrical Connections

Connecting the controller to the power source and irrigation valves should be



performed carefully to avoid damage. Key steps include:

1. Turning off the main power supply before wiring

2. Connecting the common wire and individual station wires to their
designated terminals

3. Ensuring proper grounding to prevent electrical hazards

4. Using waterproof connectors for outdoor wiring

Following these steps as outlined in the rain bird sst 9001 manual helps
maintain safety and system integrity.

Initial Power-Up and Configuration

Once wiring is complete, applying power to the controller will activate the
LCD display. The user is prompted to set the current date and time, which are
essential for accurate scheduling. The manual provides detailed instructions
to navigate through the setup menus and configure initial parameters.

Programming and Operation Guide

The programming capabilities of the Rain Bird SST 900i controller allow users
to customize irrigation schedules to meet specific landscape requirements and
water conservation goals.

Creating Watering Schedules

Users can program the controller to water different zones with varying
frequencies and durations. Key programming options include:

e Setting start times for watering cycles
e Adjusting run times for each station independently
e Choosing watering days based on calendar or interval settings

e Implementing seasonal adjustments to modify watering based on weather
changes

The rain bird sst 900i manual provides step-by-step guidance on entering
these settings using the control panel interface.



Manual Operation Features

The controller also supports manual operation, which is useful for testing
individual zones or performing irrigation outside scheduled times. Users can
manually start or stop watering for any station and skip scheduled watering
cycles when necessary.

Using Rain Delay and Other Water-Saving Modes

To conserve water, the SST 900i includes a rain delay feature that suspends
watering for a specified number of days after rainfall. This prevents
overwatering and helps maintain healthy landscapes. Additional water-saving
features include:

e Seasonal adjustment percentage to increase or decrease watering duration

e Cycle and soak programming to reduce runoff on slopes

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Despite its robust design, users may occasionally encounter issues with the
Rain Bird SST 900i controller. The manual offers troubleshooting tips to
quickly diagnose and resolve common problems.

No Power or Display Issues

If the controller does not power on or the display is blank, verify the
following:

e Check that the power source is active and the controller is plugged in
properly

e Inspect circuit breakers or fuses for any tripped or blown components

e Ensure the battery backup is installed and functional

Stations Not Activating

If certain irrigation zones fail to activate during scheduled times:

e Confirm wiring connections to the valves are secure and correctly
installed



e Test individual zones manually to isolate faulty stations

e Inspect valves for mechanical issues or obstructions

Programming Errors or Schedule Conflicts

Errors in programming can lead to unexpected watering behavior. To
troubleshoot:

e Review all programmed start times and durations for accuracy

e Reset the controller settings if necessary and reprogram according to
manual instructions

e Consult the error codes displayed on the screen, if applicable

Maintenance and Care Tips

Regular maintenance is vital to ensure the long-term performance of the Rain
Bird SST 900i irrigation controller. The manual outlines recommended
maintenance practices to keep the system functioning optimally.

Routine Inspection

Periodic visual inspections should include:

e Checking the controller enclosure for signs of damage or moisture
intrusion

e Verifying all wiring connections remain secure and corrosion-free

e Inspecting irrigation valves and sprinkler heads for leaks or blockages

Battery Replacement

The backup battery should be replaced approximately every two years or as
recommended by the manual. This ensures that programming settings are
retained during power outages.



Seasonal Preparation

Before winter, it is important to prepare the irrigation system to prevent
freeze damage. Steps include draining water from valves and pipes, or using
appropriate antifreeze procedures. In spring, the controller should be
inspected and reprogrammed to resume normal operation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Rain Bird SST 900i manual used for?

The Rain Bird SST 900i manual provides detailed instructions on installation,
programming, operation, and maintenance of the Rain Bird SST 900i irrigation
controller.

Where can I download the Rain Bird SST 900i manual?

You can download the Rain Bird SST 900i manual from the official Rain Bird
website or authorized irrigation product distributors in PDF format.

How do I program the Rain Bird SST 900i controller
using the manual?

The manual guides you step-by-step through setting the current time and date,
creating watering schedules, adjusting run times, and setting seasonal
adjustments for the SST 900i controller.

What troubleshooting tips are included in the Rain
Bird SST 900i manual?

The manual includes troubleshooting tips such as checking power supply,
verifying wiring connections, and resetting the controller to resolve common
issues with the SST 900i.

Does the Rain Bird SST 900i manual cover battery
replacement?

Yes, the manual provides instructions on how to safely replace the backup
battery to ensure the controller retains programming during power outages.

Can the Rain Bird SST 900i manual help with
understanding advanced features?

Absolutely, the manual explains advanced features like sensor integration,
rain delay settings, and programming multiple start times to optimize



irrigation efficiency.

Additional Resources

1. Rain Bird SST 900i: Comprehensive User Guide

This detailed manual covers all aspects of the Rain Bird SST 900i sprinkler
timer. It explains installation steps, programming schedules, and
troubleshooting tips. Ideal for both beginners and experienced users, it
ensures optimal irrigation management.

2. Mastering Rain Bird Controllers: A Practical Guide

Focusing on various Rain Bird models, including the SST 900i, this book
provides in-depth tutorials on programming and maintenance. It offers expert
advice on maximizing water efficiency and prolonging device lifespan. Perfect
for landscapers and homeowners alike.

3. Smart Irrigation Systems: Technology and Application

Explore the latest innovations in irrigation technology with a chapter
dedicated to the Rain Bird SST 900i. The book highlights how smart
controllers can save water and improve garden health. It’s a valuable
resource for anyone interested in sustainable gardening.

4. Watering Wisdom: Effective Use of Sprinkler Timers

This book teaches the fundamentals of sprinkler timer use, featuring the Rain
Bird SST 900i as a case study. Readers learn how to set watering schedules
based on climate and plant needs. It emphasizes water conservation without
compromising lawn vitality.

5. DIY Irrigation Systems: From Setup to Maintenance

A step-by-step guide to designing and maintaining home irrigation systems,
this book includes a section on the Rain Bird SST 900i. It covers
installation tips, programming tricks, and routine upkeep to prevent common
issues. Suitable for DIY enthusiasts.

6. Smart Garden Management with Rain Bird Controllers

Learn how to integrate Rain Bird SST 900i and other controllers into a smart
garden ecosystem. The book discusses connectivity options, sensor
integration, and remote management. It’s tailored for tech-savvy gardeners
aiming to automate their watering routines.

7. Rain Bird SST 900i Troubleshooting Handbook

This troubleshooting manual focuses exclusively on the SST 900i model,
addressing common problems and their solutions. It provides clear diagnostic
steps and maintenance advice to keep your irrigation system running smoothly.
Essential for quick fixes and long-term care.

8. Environmental Benefits of Smart Irrigation Technology

Highlighting devices like the Rain Bird SST 900i, this book explores how
smart irrigation reduces water waste and supports environmental
sustainability. It includes case studies and practical tips for implementing



efficient watering systems. Recommended for environmentalists and gardeners.

9. The Homeowner’s Guide to Efficient Sprinkler Systems

Designed for residential users, this guide explains how to select, install,
and program sprinkler timers such as the Rain Bird SST 900i. It offers advice
on customizing watering schedules to optimize plant health and minimize
utility bills. A must-have for efficient lawn care.
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