rabbit proof fence worksheet answers

rabbit proof fence worksheet answers provide essential insights and guidance for students and
educators exploring the significant themes and historical context of the film "Rabbit-Proof Fence."
This article offers a comprehensive overview of the worksheet answers, ensuring a thorough
understanding of the storyline, characters, and cultural impact. Emphasizing key elements such as
plot analysis, character development, and historical background, this resource helps deepen
comprehension and critical thinking. Additionally, the discussion includes common questions and
their detailed answers to assist with academic evaluations. This article also highlights the
importance of the rabbit proof fence itself, both as a literal and symbolic element in the film.
Readers will find structured content designed for easy navigation and effective study, making it an
indispensable tool for those engaging with the film in educational settings.
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Understanding the Historical Context

Grasping the historical background is crucial when addressing rabbit proof fence worksheet
answers. The film is set in 1930s Australia during a time when the government enforced policies
aimed at assimilating Aboriginal children, known as the Stolen Generations. These policies resulted
in the forced removal of Indigenous children from their families to be raised in institutions or white
families with the intention of erasing their cultural identity. Understanding this context is essential
for interpreting the events depicted in the film and responding accurately to worksheet questions.

The Stolen Generations

The Stolen Generations refer to the Indigenous Australian children who were forcibly taken from
their families between approximately 1910 and 1970. The government’s assimilation policy aimed to
integrate these children into white society, often causing significant cultural loss and trauma. This
historical reality forms the foundation for much of the film’s narrative and thematic inquiry in rabbit
proof fence worksheet answers.



Government Policies and Impact

The policies underpinning the removal of Aboriginal children were justified under the guise of
protection but were deeply discriminatory and damaging. The impact of these policies is explored
through the film’s portrayal of the main characters' journey, providing a vital lens for worksheet
response accuracy.

Plot Summary and Key Themes

Understanding the plot and major themes is necessary for developing comprehensive rabbit proof
fence worksheet answers. The film follows three Aboriginal girls who escape a government
settlement and embark on a perilous journey home, guided by the rabbit proof fence. Themes such
as resilience, identity, and injustice are central to the story and frequently addressed in related
worksheets.

Plot Overview

The narrative centers on Molly, Daisy, and Gracie, who are taken from their families and placed in a
settlement school. Determined to return home, they escape and follow the rabbit proof fence, which
stretches across Western Australia, as a guide back to their community. Their journey highlights
both the physical and emotional challenges they face.

Major Themes

¢ Resilience: The girls’ determination to reunite with their families despite immense obstacles.

¢ Identity and Culture: The struggle to maintain cultural heritage in the face of assimilation
policies.

¢ Injustice and Oppression: The film’s critique of government actions and their impact on
Indigenous communities.

e Connection to Land: The symbolic significance of the Australian landscape and the rabbit
proof fence.

Character Analysis

Character examination is integral to rabbit proof fence worksheet answers, providing depth to
students’ understanding of the film. The characters’ motivations, relationships, and development are
commonly explored areas in educational worksheets.



Molly Craig

Molly is the film’s protagonist, embodying strength and determination. Her leadership and
knowledge of the land enable the group to navigate the harsh environment. Molly’s character
represents both cultural resilience and maternal devotion.

Daisy and Gracie

As Molly’s companions, Daisy and Gracie complement the story by showcasing various responses to
adversity. Their characters contribute to the emotional landscape and help illustrate the broader
impact of the Stolen Generations policy on children.

A. O. Neville

Neville, the Chief Protector of Aborigines, represents the government authority enforcing
assimilation policies. His character provides insight into the mindset behind the removal of
Indigenous children and serves as a foil to the girls’ quest for freedom.

Symbolism of the Rabbit Proof Fence

The rabbit proof fence itself is a powerful symbol central to the worksheet answers. It operates on
multiple levels within the film, enriching the narrative and thematic complexity.

The Fence as a Physical Guide

On a literal level, the fence helps the girls navigate the vast and challenging Australian outback,
providing a tangible path back to their families. This aspect is often highlighted in worksheet
questions focusing on plot mechanics and setting.

The Fence as a Symbol of Division and Connection

Symbolically, the fence represents both separation and connection. It physically divides land but also
connects the girls to their home and cultural roots. This duality encourages critical thinking in
worksheet responses regarding symbolism and thematic interpretation.

Representation of Government Control

The fence also metaphorically reflects the control and restrictions imposed by the government on
Indigenous peoples. This symbolism is key to understanding the broader social critique embedded in
the film and is frequently addressed in academic discussions.



Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

Providing clear, accurate responses to common questions is a fundamental aspect of rabbit proof
fence worksheet answers. Below are examples of typical questions along with detailed answers
designed to support student learning.

1. What is the significance of the rabbit proof fence in the film?

The fence serves as both a physical and symbolic guide, enabling the girls to find their way
home while representing broader themes of division, connection, and control.

2. Describe the journey of the three girls and its importance.

Their journey showcases resilience and the desire to reclaim identity and family ties despite
oppressive circumstances, highlighting the human impact of assimilation policies.

3. Who was A. O. Neville, and what role did he play?

Neville was the Chief Protector of Aborigines, responsible for enforcing the removal of
Indigenous children. He symbolizes government authority and the systemic oppression of
Aboriginal people.

4. What themes are explored through the film?

Key themes include resilience, cultural identity, injustice, and the connection to land, all of
which are essential for understanding the film’s message.

5. How does the film portray the impact of assimilation policies?

It reveals the emotional and cultural trauma experienced by Indigenous families, emphasizing
the loss and struggle caused by these policies.

Tips for Using Rabbit Proof Fence Worksheet Answers
Effectively

Maximizing the utility of rabbit proof fence worksheet answers requires strategic approaches that
enhance learning outcomes. The following tips assist students and educators in leveraging these
resources efficiently.

Review Historical Background Thoroughly

A solid understanding of the historical context enriches comprehension and enables more nuanced
answers. Supplement worksheet responses with additional research on the Stolen Generations and



government policies.

Analyze Characters and Themes Deeply

Encourage detailed character studies and thematic exploration to develop critical thinking skills.
Use the worksheet answers as a guide to identify key traits and motifs, then expand upon them with
textual evidence from the film.

Utilize the Symbolism Section

Pay particular attention to the symbolism of the rabbit proof fence, as this is a frequent point of
analysis. Reflect on how the symbol operates on multiple levels and incorporate this understanding
into written responses.

Practice Answering Common Questions

Use the provided questions and answers to practice articulating ideas clearly and accurately. This
preparation is beneficial for exams, essays, and class discussions.

Engage with Supplementary Materials

Enhance worksheet answers by integrating information from interviews, documentaries, and
historical texts related to the film and its themes. This broader perspective deepens insight and
supports well-rounded responses.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in the Rabbit Proof Fence
worksheet?

The main theme explored is the impact of the Stolen Generations policy on Aboriginal families and
their resilience.

Who are the three main characters featured in the Rabbit
Proof Fence worksheet?

The three main characters are Molly, Daisy, and Gracie, three Aboriginal girls who escape from a
government settlement.

What is the significance of the rabbit proof fence in the story



according to the worksheet answers?

The rabbit proof fence serves as a guide for the girls to find their way home, symbolizing hope and
survival.

How does the worksheet describe the role of the government
in the story?

The worksheet describes the government as enforcing policies that led to the forced removal of
Aboriginal children from their families.

What challenges do the girls face on their journey as outlined
in the worksheet answers?

The girls face harsh environmental conditions, the threat of capture by authorities, and physical
exhaustion.

According to the worksheet answers, how does Rabbit Proof
Fence address cultural identity?

The film and worksheet highlight the importance of cultural identity and connection to land for
Aboriginal people.

What lesson does the Rabbit Proof Fence worksheet suggest
viewers learn from the story?

The lesson is about the strength of family bonds and the importance of standing against injustice.

Additional Resources

1. Rabbit-Proof Fence by Doris Pilkington

This true story follows the journey of three Aboriginal girls who escape a government settlement to
return to their families by following the rabbit-proof fence across Western Australia. The book
provides insight into the Stolen Generations and the impact of colonial policies on Indigenous
Australians. It is both a gripping narrative and an important historical account.

2. Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence: A True Story by Doris Pilkington

A detailed recounting of the girls' escape, this book delves deeper into the cultural and emotional
significance of their journey. It highlights the resilience and determination of the Aboriginal
community amidst oppressive government actions. The narrative is complemented by historical
context and personal reflections.

3. The Stolen Generations: The Removal of Aboriginal Children in Australia by Peter Read

This book explores the broader historical context behind the events depicted in "Rabbit-Proof
Fence," focusing on the policies and consequences of removing Aboriginal children from their
families. It offers a comprehensive analysis of the social and political factors involved and the lasting
impact on Indigenous communities.



4. Whitewash: On Keith Windschuttle’s Fabrication of Aboriginal History by Robert Manne

While not directly about the Rabbit-Proof Fence, this book critiques attempts to revise Australian
Indigenous history and denial of the Stolen Generations. It provides valuable perspective on the
debates surrounding Indigenous history and the representation of Aboriginal experiences in
literature and education.

5. My Place by Sally Morgan

An autobiographical work that explores the author’s discovery of her Aboriginal heritage and family
history. It sheds light on the personal effects of Aboriginal displacement and cultural loss, themes
central to the story of the Rabbit-Proof Fence. The book is a seminal work in Indigenous Australian
literature.

6. Caprice: A Stockman's Daughter by Doris Pilkington

This memoir by the author of "Rabbit-Proof Fence" offers an intimate look at her mother’s life as an
Aboriginal woman in Australia. It complements the themes of displacement, cultural identity, and
resilience present in the Rabbit-Proof Fence story, providing a personal context to the historical
events.

7. Indigenous Australia For Dummies by Larissa Behrendt

A comprehensive guide to the history, culture, and politics of Indigenous Australians, this book
provides background that enriches understanding of stories like Rabbit-Proof Fence. It covers topics
such as land rights, cultural heritage, and contemporary issues facing Aboriginal communities.

8. Shadow Lines: The Journey of the Stolen Generations by Deborah Cheetham

This book chronicles the experiences of the Stolen Generations through personal stories and
historical analysis. It offers empathy and insight into the trauma and resilience of Aboriginal
children removed from their families, connecting closely with the narrative of Rabbit-Proof Fence.

9. Black Australia: A Concise History by Bain Attwood and Andrew Markus

An accessible history of Indigenous Australians from pre-colonial times to the present, this book
contextualizes the social and political conditions that led to the events depicted in Rabbit-Proof
Fence. It is an essential resource for understanding the broader history behind the individual
stories.
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