
quotes from through the looking glass

quotes from through the looking glass hold a unique place in literary history as they
capture the whimsical and thought-provoking essence of Lewis Carroll’s sequel to Alice’s
Adventures in Wonderland. This collection of memorable lines from the novel Through the
Looking Glass showcases the author’s playful use of language, logic, and imagination. The
quotes often explore themes of identity, time, reality, and nonsense, making them not only
entertaining but also rich in meaning. Readers and scholars alike frequently reference these
quotes to analyze Carroll’s narrative style and philosophical undertones. This article delves
into some of the most iconic quotes from Through the Looking Glass, their significance, and
how they contribute to the enduring popularity of the work. Additionally, it will provide
context for the quotes, discuss key characters, and explore the impact these quotes have
had in literature and popular culture.
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Famous Quotes from Through the Looking Glass
Through the Looking Glass is rich with memorable and often puzzling quotes that have
intrigued readers for over a century. These quotes reflect the surreal world Carroll created
and the philosophical questions he posed. Some of the most famous quotes from Through
the Looking Glass demonstrate the playful use of logic and paradox that define the book.

Notable Examples of Quotes from Through the Looking
Glass
The following are a few of the most well-known quotes from the novel, each illustrating
different aspects of the narrative and Carroll’s style:

"Why, sometimes I've believed as many as six impossible things before breakfast." –
This quote highlights the theme of imagination and the suspension of disbelief.

"It's a poor sort of memory that only works backwards." – A reflection on time and
perception.



"The rule is, jam to-morrow and jam yesterday – but never jam to-day." – A paradox
that comments on anticipation and temporal logic.

"I can't go back to yesterday because I was a different person then." – An exploration
of identity and change.

"Begin at the beginning," the King said gravely, "and go on till you come to the end:
then stop." – An example of Carroll’s dry humor and straightforward advice amidst
chaos.

Key Characters and Their Iconic Lines
The quotes from Through the Looking Glass are often tied to its memorable characters,
each contributing unique perspectives and philosophies through their dialogue.
Understanding these characters helps illuminate the meaning behind their iconic lines.

Alice’s Reflections and Remarks
Alice’s curiosity and innocence make her the perfect narrator for the absurd world she
explores. Many quotes from Through the Looking Glass are her observations and questions,
revealing her growing awareness and critical thinking.

The Red Queen’s Commands and Wisdom
The Red Queen is known for her authoritative and sometimes contradictory statements. Her
quotes often reflect the rules of the Looking-Glass world and the nature of its logic.

The White Queen’s Eccentric Perspectives
The White Queen’s nonsensical and time-bending remarks provide some of the most
whimsical and enigmatic quotes, illustrating Carroll’s fondness for playing with language
and concepts of time.

Themes Reflected in Quotes from Through the
Looking Glass
The rich themes of Through the Looking Glass are vividly expressed through its memorable
quotes. These themes contribute to the novel’s depth and continue to inspire analysis and
interpretation.



Time and Temporality
Many quotes from Through the Looking Glass address the fluidity and paradoxes of time,
challenging conventional understanding and inviting readers to consider alternate
perceptions.

Identity and Change
Quotes frequently explore the mutable nature of self and the continual process of change,
reflecting Alice’s own growth and the instability of the Looking-Glass world.

Logic and Nonsense
The interplay of sense and nonsense through paradoxical statements and riddles is a
hallmark of the quotes from Through the Looking Glass, showcasing Carroll’s skill in
linguistic play.

Literary Devices and Language in the Quotes
The enduring appeal of quotes from Through the Looking Glass lies not only in their content
but also in Carroll’s masterful use of literary devices and inventive language techniques.

Use of Paradox and Contradiction
Many quotes rely on paradox to challenge readers’ expectations and provoke thought, such
as contradictory statements that defy logic but reveal deeper truths.

Wordplay and Puns
Carroll’s love of language is evident in his playful use of puns and double meanings,
enriching the quotes and contributing to their whimsical tone.

Symbolism and Metaphor
The quotes often contain symbolic elements that represent broader philosophical or
psychological ideas, enhancing the interpretive layers of the text.

Impact and Legacy of Through the Looking Glass



Quotes
Quotes from Through the Looking Glass have transcended the book to influence a wide
range of cultural, literary, and academic contexts. Their impact is evident in various fields
and media.

Influence on Literature and Popular Culture
Numerous authors, filmmakers, and artists have drawn inspiration from the novel’s quotes,
incorporating them into new works or referencing their themes and language.

Use in Education and Philosophy
The thought-provoking nature of many quotes from Through the Looking Glass makes them
valuable in educational settings for discussions on logic, language, and philosophy.

Quotations as Cultural Touchstones
Many of the quotes have entered common usage as idioms or expressions, reflecting their
enduring relevance and the novel’s place in cultural memory.

“Why, sometimes I've believed as many as six impossible things before breakfast.”1.

“It's a poor sort of memory that only works backwards.”2.

“I can't go back to yesterday because I was a different person then.”3.

“The rule is, jam to-morrow and jam yesterday – but never jam to-day.”4.

“Begin at the beginning,” the King said gravely, “and go on till you come to the end:5.
then stop.”

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the quote 'Why, sometimes
I've believed as many as six impossible things before
breakfast' from Through the Looking-Glass?
This quote reflects the theme of imagination and open-mindedness in Through the Looking-
Glass. It encourages embracing creativity and believing in the seemingly impossible,
highlighting the whimsical and fantastical nature of the story.



Who says the quote 'It's no use going back to
yesterday, because I was a different person then' in
Through the Looking-Glass, and what does it mean?
Alice says this line, expressing the idea of personal growth and change. It signifies that past
experiences shape who we are, and we cannot simply return to previous versions of
ourselves.

What does the quote 'The rule is, jam to-morrow and
jam yesterday – but never jam to-day' reveal about the
world of Through the Looking-Glass?
This quote illustrates the absurdity and paradoxes in the Looking-Glass world, particularly
from the character of the White Queen. It emphasizes the nonsensical logic that governs
the characters’ experiences.

How does the quote 'Who in the world am I? Ah, that’s
the great puzzle' relate to the themes in Through the
Looking-Glass?
Alice's question highlights the theme of identity and self-discovery, which is central to the
narrative. The Looking-Glass world challenges Alice's understanding of herself and reality.

Why is the quote 'Begin at the beginning,' the King
said, very good advice in Through the Looking-Glass?
This quote underscores the importance of logical progression and order, even within the
chaotic and illogical world of Through the Looking-Glass. It suggests starting with
fundamentals when faced with confusion.

Additional Resources
1. “Reflections and Riddles: The Wisdom of Through the Looking-Glass”
This book delves into the memorable quotes and paradoxes found in Lewis Carroll’s
*Through the Looking-Glass*. Each chapter explores the deeper meanings behind the
whimsical dialogues and philosophical puzzles. Readers will find insightful interpretations
that connect the text to broader themes of identity, logic, and imagination.

2. “The Jabberwocky and Other Words: Language Play in Through the Looking-Glass”
Focusing on Carroll’s inventive use of language, this collection highlights the most famous
and puzzling quotes from the book. It examines the playful nonsense words and their
impact on literature and linguistics. The book is perfect for language enthusiasts and fans
of Carroll’s creative genius.

3. “Chessboard Journeys: Lessons from Through the Looking-Glass”
Inspired by the chess motif in the novel, this book interprets key quotes through the lens of



strategy, growth, and self-discovery. It draws parallels between the game of chess and the
challenges faced by Alice in her fantastical journey. Readers gain fresh perspectives on
personal development and decision-making.

4. “Curioser and Curiouser: Exploring the Quotes of Through the Looking-Glass”
A quote-driven exploration, this book collects the most intriguing lines from the novel and
provides context and commentary. It helps readers appreciate the humor, wit, and
philosophical depth in Carroll’s writing. Ideal for both new readers and longtime fans
seeking to deepen their understanding.

5. “Alice’s Mirror: Reflections on Identity in Through the Looking-Glass”
This study uses notable quotes to examine themes of identity, self-perception, and
transformation in the story. It discusses how Alice’s journey challenges conventional
notions of reality and selfhood. The book offers a thoughtful analysis suitable for scholars
and casual readers alike.

6. “Through the Looking-Glass Quotations: A Treasury of Timeless Wit”
A curated anthology of Carroll’s most memorable and quotable lines from the novel. Each
quote is accompanied by brief notes on its origin and significance. This book serves as a
delightful reference for those who appreciate the charm and cleverness of Carroll’s prose.

7. “Nonsense and Philosophy: Insights from Through the Looking-Glass”
This book explores how the seemingly nonsensical quotes reveal profound philosophical
questions. It investigates Carroll’s blending of logic and absurdity to challenge readers’
perceptions. The text appeals to readers interested in philosophy, literature, and the art of
nonsense.

8. “The Looking-Glass World: Characters and Quotes Unveiled”
Focusing on the novel’s rich cast of characters, this book analyzes their most famous
quotes and what they reveal about their personalities and roles. It provides a character-
driven approach to understanding the novel’s themes and narrative structure. Perfect for
readers who love character studies.

9. “Wonderland Wisdom: Life Lessons from Through the Looking-Glass Quotes”
This inspirational book draws life lessons from selected quotes in the novel, connecting
Carroll’s fantastical world to everyday experiences. It offers reflections on courage,
curiosity, and resilience. A motivational read that brings the magic of *Through the Looking-
Glass* into real life.
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