
quotes from of mice and men with page numbers

quotes from of mice and men with page numbers offer valuable insights into John Steinbeck’s classic novella and
its enduring themes. These carefully selected excerpts, accompanied by their specific page references, help readers
understand the complex characters and social issues portrayed in the story. From the portrayal of friendship
and loneliness to dreams and harsh realities during the Great Depression, these quotes illuminate the depth of
Steinbeck’s narrative. This article provides a comprehensive collection of notable quotes from Of Mice and Men,
complete with page numbers for precise reference. It also explores the significance of these quotes within the
context of the novel’s themes and characters. Whether for academic study or personal interest, this guide
serves as a valuable resource for appreciating the literary brilliance of Of Mice and Men.
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Key Quotes Highlighting Friendship and Companionship

Friendship is a central theme in Of Mice and Men, exemplified through the relationship between George and Lennie.
Steinbeck uses dialogue and narrative to emphasize the importance of companionship in a world marked by
hardship and loneliness. The following quotes capture the essence of this bond, each accompanied by precise
page numbers for reference.

George’s Protective Nature

One of the most memorable quotes illustrating George’s care for Lennie is found early in the novella, where
George explains their unique friendship to Slim. On page 13, George says, “Guys like us that work on ranches
are the loneliest guys in the world. They got no family. They don’t belong no place.” This quote highlights the
isolation experienced by itinerant workers and sets the stage for understanding why George and Lennie’s
friendship is exceptional.

Lennie’s Dependence on George

Another key quote is Lennie’s simple but profound acknowledgment of George’s role in his life. On page 15, Lennie
says, “I got you to look after me, and you got me to look after you, that’s why.” This statement underscores
the mutual reliance and trust that define their relationship, contrasting sharply with the loneliness
surrounding them.

Significant Quotes Reflecting Dreams and Aspirations

Dreams and aspirations are pivotal to the characters’ motivations in Of Mice and Men. The hope for a better
future provides a temporary escape from their harsh realities. The quotes compiled here reveal how Steinbeck
portrays dreams as both a source of comfort and eventual disillusionment.



George and Lennie’s Shared Dream

The most iconic dream in the novella is the vision of owning a piece of land. On page 56, George describes their
dream, saying, “We’re gonna have a little house and a couple of acres.” This quote encapsulates the yearning
for stability and independence that motivates the protagonists.

The Dream as a Symbol of Hope

On page 57, Lennie adds with childlike enthusiasm, “An’ live off the fatta the lan’.” This phrase symbolizes the
simplicity and purity of their dream, reflecting a universal desire for self-sufficiency and happiness.

Notable Quotes Illustrating Loneliness and Isolation

Loneliness pervades Of Mice and Men, affecting various characters beyond just George and Lennie. Steinbeck uses
these quotes to portray the emotional and social isolation experienced by itinerant workers and marginalized
individuals.

Crooks’ Bitter Reflection

On page 72, Crooks, the isolated stable hand, expresses his loneliness: “A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got
nobody.” This blunt statement highlights the psychological toll of isolation and discrimination, making Crooks
one of the novel’s most poignant figures.

Curley’s Wife’s Desperation

Curley’s wife also epitomizes loneliness despite her constant presence on the ranch. On page 83, she confesses, “I
get lonely... You can talk to people, but I can’t talk to nobody but Curley.” This quote reveals her emotional
vulnerability and the constraints placed on her as a woman in a male-dominated environment.

Quotes Depicting Power and Vulnerability

Steinbeck’s exploration of power dynamics and vulnerability is evident throughout the novella. The following
quotes illustrate how strength and weakness intersect in the lives of the characters.

Curley’s Aggression

Curley’s need to assert dominance is captured on page 29 when he says, “I’ll show ya who’s yella.” This line
reflects his aggressive and insecure nature, often resulting in conflict with other men.

Lennie’s Childlike Vulnerability

Contrasting with Curley’s aggression is Lennie’s innocent vulnerability. On page 97, after a tragic incident,
George says, “I think I knowed from the very first. I think I knowed we’d never do her.” This quote conveys
George’s painful realization that their dream and Lennie’s future are doomed by circumstances beyond their
control.



Understanding the Context: Importance of Page Numbers

Including page numbers with quotes from Of Mice and Men is crucial for academic referencing and in-depth
literary analysis. Page numbers allow readers and scholars to locate exact passages within specific editions
of the book, facilitating accurate citation and discussion.

Variability Across Editions

It is important to note that page numbers can vary depending on the edition and publisher. Therefore, when using
quotes with page numbers, referencing the specific edition is essential to maintain accuracy and credibility.

Benefits for Study and Analysis

Precise page references assist students, educators, and researchers in cross-referencing themes, character
development, and narrative techniques. This practice enhances the understanding of Steinbeck’s work and
supports detailed critical evaluation.

Enables accurate citation in essays and papers

Facilitates quick location of important passages

Supports comparative analysis between different editions

Enhances comprehension through contextual reading

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a significant quote from 'Of Mice and Men' that highlights the theme
of friendship, and on which page can it be found?

A significant quote about friendship is when George says, "Guys like us that work on ranches are the loneliest
guys in the world," found on page 13 in most editions.

Can you provide a quote from 'Of Mice and Men' that reflects the dreams of
the characters along with its page number?

One notable quote is George’s description of their dream farm: "We could live offa the fatta the lan'" which is
on page 56 in many popular editions.

Which quote from 'Of Mice and Men' shows Lennie's childlike innocence, and
where is it located?

Lennie’s innocent desire is shown when he says, "I like to pet nice things with my fingers," appearing on page 15 in
common versions.



What is a powerful quote about loneliness in 'Of Mice and Men' and its page
reference?

Crooks states, "A guy needs somebody—to be near him," which encapsulates loneliness, found on page 72 in
many editions.

Could you share a quote from 'Of Mice and Men' that demonstrates
Curley's aggression and the page it appears on?

Curley’s hostile nature is clear when he says, "I'm gonna shoot the guts outta that big bastard myself,"
located on page 39 in standard versions.

Provide a quote that captures the tragic ending of 'Of Mice and Men' with
its page number.

The tragic ending is marked by George’s words, "I think I knowed from the very first," found on page 107 in most
printed editions.

Is there a quote in 'Of Mice and Men' that illustrates the theme of
powerlessness, along with the page number?

Crooks expresses powerlessness when he says, "I ain't wanted in the bunkhouse, and you ain't wanted in my
room," on page 70 in many editions.

Additional Resources
1. Of Mice and Men: The John Steinbeck Collection
This comprehensive collection features the full text of Steinbeck's classic novella along with insightful
commentary on its themes and characters. The book includes a curated list of memorable quotes with page
references, making it an essential resource for students and literature enthusiasts. It explores the social and
economic backdrop of the Great Depression, enriching readers' understanding of the text.

2. Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men: A Study Guide with Quotes and Analysis
Designed for students, this study guide breaks down key quotes from the novella, providing page numbers and
detailed explanations. Each quote is analyzed in terms of its significance to character development and plot
progression. The guide also offers contextual background, making it easier to grasp the underlying messages of
the story.

3. Quotes and Themes in Of Mice and Men
This book compiles significant quotes from Of Mice and Men, organized by theme such as friendship, dreams, and
loneliness. Each quote is paired with page numbers and a brief commentary that connects it to the larger
narrative. The thematic approach helps readers see how Steinbeck weaves complex ideas through simple yet
powerful dialogue.

4. Of Mice and Men: Annotated Edition with Key Quotes
An annotated edition of Steinbeck’s novella that highlights important quotes with corresponding page numbers
in the margins. Annotations provide insights into character motivations and historical context, making it a
valuable tool for close reading. The book is perfect for readers who want to delve deeper into the text’s
nuances.

5. Memorable Quotes from Of Mice and Men: A Reference Companion
This reference book gathers the most memorable lines from the novella, complete with page citations and
explanations of their impact. It serves as a quick-access resource for writers, students, and educators
looking to reference Steinbeck’s work accurately. Additionally, it includes a brief introduction to the



novella’s background and themes.

6. Understanding Of Mice and Men Through Its Quotes
Focusing entirely on the novella’s most powerful quotes, this book pairs each with analysis and the page
number for easy location. It emphasizes how Steinbeck’s language conveys emotion and social critique. Readers
gain insight into the human condition as portrayed through the characters’ struggles and dreams.

7. Of Mice and Men: A Collection of Quotes and Critical Essays
Combining notable quotes with scholarly essays, this volume offers a dual perspective on Steinbeck’s work.
The quotes are referenced by page number and introduce each essay, which explores themes like friendship,
isolation, and the American Dream. This book is ideal for readers seeking both literary appreciation and academic
insight.

8. Steinbeck’s Masterpieces: Of Mice and Men Quotes & Analysis
Part of a series on Steinbeck’s major works, this book focuses on Of Mice and Men by highlighting key quotes
with page numbers and providing concise analysis. It also contextualizes the quotes within Steinbeck’s broader
literary contributions and historical setting. The book is suitable for both casual readers and literature
students.

9. Of Mice and Men: Quotations and Their Significance
This book collects important quotations from the novella, each accompanied by page references and an
explanation of its significance to the story’s themes and character arcs. It helps readers appreciate the depth
of Steinbeck’s writing and the enduring relevance of his messages. The clear layout makes it a handy study aid
for quick review.
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