puritan laws and character commonlit
assessment answer key

Puritan laws and character commonlit assessment answer key are crucial
elements in understanding the societal and cultural framework of the Puritan
era in colonial America. The Puritans, a group of English Protestants, sought
to purify the Church of England from any remnants of Catholicism, leading to
the establishment of strict moral and legal codes within their communities.
This article explores the nature of Puritan laws, their implications on
society, and offers insights into the CommonLit assessment for character
analysis relevant to Puritan literature.

Understanding Puritan Laws

The Puritan legal system was deeply intertwined with their religious beliefs.
The laws were not only meant to govern behavior but also to reflect their
interpretation of Biblical teachings. The Puritans believed that civil law
should be based on God’s law, leading to a unique legal structure
characterized by strict moral codes and severe penalties for infractions.

Key Characteristics of Puritan Laws

1. Moral Code: Puritan laws were heavily focused on morality. The community
held high expectations for personal conduct, and deviations from these norms
were met with harsh consequences.

2. Religious Authority: The church played a central role in governance.
Clergy were often influential in legal matters, and many laws were derived
from religious doctrine.

3. Community Surveillance: The Puritans believed in the importance of
communal oversight. Neighbors were expected to monitor each other’s behavior,
leading to a culture of vigilance and accountability.

4. Severe Punishments: Penalties for breaking the law ranged from fines to
public shaming, and in some cases, even execution. Crimes such as adultery,
blasphemy, and witchcraft were particularly serious offenses that could lead
to severe punishment.

Examples of Puritan Laws

- The Blue Laws: These were laws intended to enforce moral standards,
prohibiting activities such as dancing, drinking, and even certain types of



sports on the Sabbath.

- Witch Trials: The infamous Salem Witch Trials exemplify the extreme
measures Puritans took against those they believed were practicing
witchcraft. Accusations could stem from personal grievances, leading to
widespread hysteria and injustice.

- Adultery and Fornication: Laws against adultery were strict, with
punishments including public humiliation, fines, and even imprisonment.

Impact of Puritan Laws on Society

The implementation of Puritan laws had a profound effect on the social fabric
of New England. The combination of religious fervor and legal strictness
fostered an environment of conformity but also sowed seeds of dissent.

Social Cohesion and Conflict

- Unity: On one hand, the strict laws fostered a sense of unity among the
Puritans who shared similar beliefs and values. The community was bound by a
collective commitment to uphold these laws, creating a strong social
structure.

- Dissent and Division: On the other hand, the rigidity of Puritan laws led

to conflicts. Individuals who held differing beliefs, such as Roger Williams
and Anne Hutchinson, faced persecution and were eventually expelled from the
community, leading to the formation of new colonies like Rhode Island.

Legacy of Puritan Laws

The legacy of Puritan laws extends beyond their immediate historical context.
They laid the groundwork for American legal and moral thought, influencing
the development of laws concerning freedom of religion and individual rights.
The tension between authority and personal freedom that characterized Puritan
society continues to resonate in contemporary discussions about law and
morality.

CommonLit Assessment: Character Analysis

To fully appreciate the complexities of Puritan society and its literature,
students often engage in assessments that analyze the characters within
Puritan narratives. CommonLit is a platform that provides resources for
educators and students, offering texts and assessment tools related to



character analysis.

Key Characters in Puritan Literature

When assessing characters from Puritan literature, several key figures
emerge, each embodying distinct traits and conflicts reflective of the
societal values of the time. Some notable characters include:

- Hester Prynne from Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter: Hester is a
symbol of sin and strength. Her affair and subsequent punishment illustrate
the harshness of Puritan law and the struggle for personal identity in a
repressive society.

- John Proctor from Arthur Miller's The Crucible: Proctor represents the
conflict between individual integrity and societal expectations. His moral
dilemma in a time of hysteria underscores the destructive power of rigid
adherence to law.

- Reverend Parris from The Crucible: Parris embodies the intersection of
religious authority and personal ambition. His actions reflect the fear and
paranoia that characterized the Salem Witch Trials.

CommonLit Assessment Strategies

When preparing for a CommonLit assessment focused on character analysis,
consider the following strategies:

1. Character Mapping: Create a character map that outlines key traits,
motivations, and relationships. This visual representation can help clarify
character roles within the narrative.

2. Textual Evidence: Encourage students to find specific quotes that
illustrate a character's motivations or conflicts. This practice fosters
critical thinking and supports analytical writing.

3. Theme Connection: Analyze how each character's journey relates to broader
themes such as sin, redemption, or societal pressure. Discussing these
connections can deepen understanding of the text and its historical context.

4. Discussion and Debate: Facilitate classroom discussions where students can
voice their interpretations of characters and their decisions. Debating
differing viewpoints can enhance comprehension and engagement.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the exploration of Puritan laws and character commonlit
assessment answer key provides valuable insights into the moral and legal
framework of Puritan society and its enduring impact on American culture. The
intertwining of law and religion shaped the lives of individuals, leading to
both social cohesion and conflict. Through character analysis in Puritan
literature, students can better understand the complexities of this period,
fostering critical thinking and a deeper appreciation for the narratives that
have shaped American identity. By examining these elements, we gain a greater
understanding of how the past informs our present, particularly in
discussions about law, morality, and individual rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were some key characteristics of Puritan laws
that differentiated them from modern legal systems?

Puritan laws were heavily influenced by religious beliefs, emphasizing moral
conduct and communal responsibility. They often included strict penalties for
sins, such as blasphemy or adultery, which were seen as offenses against both
the community and God.

How did Puritan character influence their legal
practices and societal norms?

The Puritan character was marked by a strong sense of discipline, hard work,
and piety. This influenced their legal practices to promote a moral society,
leading to laws that reflected their values, such as prohibitions against
idleness and immorality.

What role did the concept of 'original sin' play in
the creation of Puritan laws?

The Puritans believed in 'original sin', which led them to assume that
individuals were inherently sinful. This belief justified the need for strict
laws and regulations to maintain order and prevent moral decay within the
community.

How did Puritan laws address issues of community and
individual rights?

Puritan laws prioritized community welfare over individual rights, often
limiting personal freedoms to ensure the moral integrity of the group. This
sometimes led to harsh punishments for individuals whose actions were deemed



harmful to the community's moral fabric.

In what ways did the enforcement of Puritan laws
reflect their views on education and literacy?

Puritans placed a high value on education and literacy, believing that
individuals should be able to read the Bible. Their laws mandated education
as a means to promote moral understanding, resulting in the establishment of
schools and the expectation that children learn to read and write.
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