
puritan laws and character commonlit answer key

Puritan laws and character CommonLit answer key are essential topics for understanding the social,

religious, and legal frameworks that shaped Puritan society in early America. The Puritans, a group of

English Protestants, sought to purify the Church of England from what they viewed as corrupt

practices. Their strict moral codes and laws had a lasting influence on American culture and

governance. The CommonLit answer key provides a resource for educators and students to explore

these themes in depth through literature and historical texts.

Understanding Puritan Laws

The Puritan legal system was deeply intertwined with their religious beliefs. The laws were designed to

maintain social order and ensure that the community adhered to Puritan values. Here are some key

aspects of Puritan laws:

Religious Foundations

1. Theocracy: Puritan communities were often governed by a theocratic model, where church leaders

held significant political power. This meant that laws were not only civil but also religious in nature.

2. Biblical Law: Puritan laws were heavily influenced by the Bible, particularly the Old Testament. Many

legal codes were based on scriptural mandates, which guided moral conduct and community

standards.

Social Conduct Laws

Puritan laws enforced strict behavioral codes. Some notable laws included:



- Sabbath Laws: Activities on the Sabbath were highly regulated. Work, entertainment, and even travel

were restricted to maintain a day of rest and worship.

- Moral Conduct: Actions deemed immoral, such as adultery, drunkenness, and blasphemy, were

punishable by law. Punishments could include fines, public shaming, or even corporal punishment.

- Dress Codes: Some Puritan communities enforced dress codes to prevent vanity and promote

modesty. Extravagant clothing was frowned upon, reflecting the Puritan disdain for materialism.

Legal Consequences

The enforcement of Puritan laws often led to severe consequences for those who disobeyed.

Punishments varied based on the severity of the offense and could include:

- Fines: Minor infractions often resulted in monetary penalties.

- Public Humiliation: Offenders could be placed in stocks or publicly reprimanded.

- Exile: In extreme cases, individuals could be banished from the community, as seen with figures like

Anne Hutchinson and Roger Williams, who challenged Puritan orthodoxy.

Character Analysis in Puritan Literature

Literature from the Puritan era often reflects the societal values and anxieties of the time. Characters

in these works serve as embodiments of Puritan ideals, struggles, and conflicts.

Common Puritan Character Traits

Understanding the characters in Puritan literature requires an examination of several common traits:

1. Devoutness: Many characters are depicted as deeply religious, often struggling with their faith and



moral decisions.

2. Conflict: Characters frequently face internal and external conflicts related to sin, redemption, and

societal expectations.

3. Community-Oriented: The importance of community is a recurring theme. Characters often grapple

with their roles within the community and the consequences of their actions on others.

Notable Characters in Puritan Literature

Several iconic characters from Puritan literature highlight these traits and themes:

- Hester Prynne (from Nathaniel Hawthorne's "The Scarlet Letter"): Hester embodies the struggle

between individual identity and societal norms. Her act of adultery leads to her public shaming and

ostracization, yet she remains resilient.

- John Proctor (from Arthur Miller's "The Crucible"): Proctor's moral dilemmas during the Salem witch

trials illustrate the conflict between personal integrity and societal pressure.

- Dimmesdale (also from "The Scarlet Letter"): As a minister grappling with guilt and shame,

Dimmesdale represents the psychological torment of adhering to rigid Puritanical standards.

Using the CommonLit Answer Key

CommonLit is a valuable resource for educators and students exploring themes related to Puritan laws

and literature. The answer key can help guide discussions and analyses, ensuring a deeper

understanding of the texts.

Benefits of Using CommonLit

1. Comprehensive Resources: CommonLit provides a wide array of texts, including primary sources



and literary works that reflect Puritan values and laws.

2. Guided Questions: The answer key includes guided questions that encourage critical thinking and

engagement with the material.

3. Assessments: Teachers can use the provided assessments to gauge student understanding and

facilitate discussions around key themes and character analyses.

How to Effectively Use the Answer Key

To maximize the benefits of the CommonLit answer key, consider the following strategies:

- Encourage Open Discussion: Use the questions to foster classroom discussions. Allow students to

express their interpretations and insights regarding characters and themes.

- Connect to Modern Contexts: Draw parallels between Puritan laws and modern legal and societal

norms. Discuss how these historical laws still resonate today.

- Diverse Perspectives: Encourage students to explore multiple viewpoints on the characters' actions

and the societal implications of Puritan laws.

Conclusion

In exploring Puritan laws and character CommonLit answer key, we gain insight into the complexities

of Puritan society and its enduring impact on American culture. The laws shaped not only the behavior

of individuals but also the narratives that emerged from this period. Through literature and educational

resources like CommonLit, students can engage with these themes in a meaningful way, fostering a

deeper understanding of the interplay between law, morality, and individual character. As we continue

to examine the legacies of the Puritans, we can reflect on how these historical frameworks continue to

influence contemporary society.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main objectives of Puritan laws?

The main objectives of Puritan laws were to maintain social order, reinforce religious morality, and

ensure community cohesion by regulating behavior and promoting a strict moral code.

How did Puritan laws affect individual freedoms?

Puritan laws often restricted individual freedoms by enforcing strict moral codes and punishing

behaviors considered sinful or contrary to Puritan beliefs, thereby prioritizing community values over

personal liberties.

What role did the church play in enforcing Puritan laws?

The church played a central role in enforcing Puritan laws by establishing moral guidelines, overseeing

public behavior, and administering punishments for those who violated community standards.

Can you provide examples of specific Puritan laws?

Examples of specific Puritan laws include laws against blasphemy, adultery, and idleness, as well as

regulations governing Sabbath observance and public conduct.

How did Puritan character influence American culture?

Puritan character influenced American culture by instilling values of hard work, frugality, and a strong

sense of community, which are still evident in various aspects of American life today.

What were some common punishments for breaking Puritan laws?

Common punishments for breaking Puritan laws included public shaming, fines, imprisonment, and in

severe cases, corporal punishment or banishment from the community.
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