puritan laws and character answer key

Puritan laws and character answer key provide a fascinating insight into the societal
norms, values, and regulations that shaped the lives of the early American settlers. The
Puritans, a religious group that emerged in the late 16th and early 17th centuries, sought to
purify the Church of England from its Catholic practices. Their strict beliefs and moral codes
significantly influenced the development of American culture and governance. In this
article, we will explore the key aspects of Puritan laws, the character traits of the Puritans,
and provide an answer key to better understand their implications.

Understanding Puritan Laws

Puritan laws were based on their interpretation of the Bible and their desire to create a
"City upon a Hill," a model society that adhered to their strict moral standards. These laws
regulated various aspects of life, including religious practices, social behavior, and civic
duties.

Key Features of Puritan Laws

1. Religious Observance: The Puritans believed in the importance of attending church
services. Laws mandated weekly attendance, and failure to do so could result in fines or
public reprimand.

2. Moral Conduct: Puritan society emphasized strict moral behavior. Laws prohibited
activities such as adultery, drunkenness, and blasphemy. Punishments for such offenses
were severe, often involving public humiliation or even execution.

3. Family Structure: The Puritans placed a high value on family as a fundamental unit of
society. Laws reinforced the patriarchal structure, granting fathers significant authority over
their children and wives.

4. Education: The Puritans believed in the importance of education, particularly for reading
the Bible. Laws established schools in communities to ensure children could read and
understand religious texts.

5. Community and Governance: The Puritans practiced a form of self-governance, where

local congregations held significant power. Laws were enacted through town meetings,
reflecting the community’s collective beliefs and needs.

The Character of the Puritans

The Puritans were characterized by a distinct set of beliefs and behaviors that influenced
their laws and societal structure. Understanding these traits is crucial to grasping the



impact of Puritanism on American culture.

Core Characteristics of Puritans

1. Religious Zeal: Puritans were deeply committed to their faith. Their lives revolved around
religious beliefs, resulting in a community that prioritized spiritual over worldly concerns.

2. Work Ethic: The Puritan work ethic emphasized industriousness and frugality. They
believed that hard work was a form of worship and a path to success, both in this life and
the next.

3. Sense of Community: Puritans valued community and mutual support. They believed in
working together for the common good, which influenced their laws and social practices.

4. Intolerance: While Puritans sought religious freedom for themselves, they were often
intolerant of other beliefs. This resulted in strict laws against dissenters and non-
conformists, leading to events such as the Salem witch trials.

5. Moral Rigor: The Puritans had a strong sense of right and wrong, leading them to
establish strict moral codes. This moral rigor affected their laws and daily lives, fostering a
culture of accountability and discipline.

The Impact of Puritan Laws on Society

The laws enacted by the Puritans had a lasting impact on American society. They helped
shape the legal and social frameworks that continue to influence the United States today.

Key Impacts of Puritan Laws

- Legal Foundations: Many early American laws were derived from Puritan principles, laying
the groundwork for future legal systems in the United States.

- Cultural Influence: The Puritan emphasis on education, hard work, and moral behavior has
permeated American culture, contributing to values such as individualism and a strong
work ethic.

- Religious Freedom: Ironically, the intolerance exhibited by the Puritans led to the
establishment of a desire for religious freedom in America, influencing the First Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution.

- Community Governance: The Puritan practice of self-governance helped shape democratic
principles in America, where local communities have a say in their governance.



Understanding the Puritan Laws and Character
Answer Key

To further comprehend the complexities of Puritan laws and character, it is essential to
engage with specific questions and answers that elucidate their principles and implications.

Puritan Laws and Character Answer Key

1. What was the primary source of Puritan laws?
- The Bible served as the primary source of Puritan laws, guiding their moral and ethical
standards.

2. How did Puritan laws affect religious practices?
- Puritan laws mandated regular church attendance and enforced strict adherence to their
interpretation of Christianity.

3. What were the consequences of violating Puritan moral codes?
- Violators faced severe penalties, including public humiliation, fines, or even execution for
grave offenses such as adultery or witchcraft.

4. Describe the Puritan work ethic.
- The Puritan work ethic emphasized diligence, frugality, and the belief that hard work was
a form of spiritual devotion.

5. How did Puritanism influence modern American values?
- The values of hard work, education, community, and moral accountability have roots in
Puritan beliefs and continue to shape American culture today.

6. What was the Puritan view on dissent?
- Puritans were often intolerant of dissenting beliefs, leading to strict laws against non-
conformists and contributing to historical events like the Salem witch trials.

7. How did Puritan self-governance influence American democracy?
- The Puritan practice of local governance and community meetings laid the groundwork for
democratic principles, emphasizing the importance of community voice in governance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Puritan laws and character answer key provide valuable insights into the
early American mindset and societal structure. The strict laws and distinct character traits
of the Puritans shaped not only their immediate communities but also laid the groundwork
for future generations. Understanding these elements helps us appreciate the complexities
of American history and the enduring influence of Puritan ideals on contemporary society.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were some key features of Puritan laws?

Puritan laws emphasized strict moral codes, prohibiting activities such as adultery,
blasphemy, and drunkenness. They also enforced Sabbath observance and community
standards of behavior.

How did Puritan beliefs influence their legal system?

Puritan beliefs were deeply intertwined with their legal system, as they viewed civil law as
an extension of God's law, leading to a theocratic governance that prioritized religious
conformity.

What role did community play in enforcing Puritan
laws?

The Puritan community played a significant role in enforcing laws through collective
oversight, with towns often holding public meetings to discuss and uphold moral standards.

What were the consequences of breaking Puritan laws?

Consequences for breaking Puritan laws included public shaming, fines, imprisonment, and
in severe cases, banishment or execution, particularly for offenses like witchcraft.

How did Puritan character manifest in their
governance?

Puritan character manifested in their governance through a focus on moral integrity, a
strong work ethic, and an emphasis on education, which was viewed as essential for
understanding the Bible.

What is the significance of the Puritan work ethic?

The Puritan work ethic is significant as it promoted diligence, frugality, and the belief that
hard work was a form of worship, influencing American culture and attitudes towards labor.

How did Puritan laws affect social behavior in their
communities?

Puritan laws affected social behavior by creating an environment of conformity where
deviation from established norms was met with scrutiny, thereby promoting uniformity in
moral conduct and lifestyle.
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