
psi nc general contractor exam

psi nc general contractor exam is a critical step for individuals seeking to become licensed general contractors
in North Carolina. This exam, administered by PSI Services LLC, evaluates candidates on their knowledge and
skills related to construction, business management, safety regulations, and state-specific laws. Passing the
psi nc general contractor exam is essential for obtaining a general contractor license, enabling professionals
to legally undertake and manage construction projects across the state. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the exam, including eligibility requirements, exam content, preparation strategies, and the
application process. Whether you are a seasoned builder or new to the industry, understanding the intricacies
of the psi nc general contractor exam will enhance your chances of success and ensure compliance with North
Carolina’s construction standards.
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Understanding the PSI NC General Contractor Exam

The psi nc general contractor exam is a state-mandated test designed to assess the qualifications of
individuals aspiring to become licensed general contractors in North Carolina. Administered by PSI, a leading
testing organization, the exam ensures that candidates possess the necessary knowledge in construction
practices, safety standards, business and law, and North Carolina-specific regulations. The purpose of the
exam is to safeguard public welfare by certifying that contractors operate with professionalism and
competence. It plays a pivotal role in maintaining high standards within the construction industry and
protecting consumers from unqualified contractors.

Role of PSI in Exam Administration

PSI Services LLC is responsible for developing, administering, and scoring the general contractor exam in North
Carolina. PSI provides testing centers across the state, offers scheduling flexibility, and ensures a secure
testing environment. Their standardized testing procedures and up-to-date exam content align with North
Carolina’s licensing requirements, making PSI a trusted partner in the licensing process.

Importance of the Exam for Contractors

Passing the psi nc general contractor exam is mandatory for obtaining a general contractor license in North
Carolina. This license authorizes contractors to bid on, manage, and execute a variety of construction
projects, including residential, commercial, and industrial builds. Licensed contractors gain credibility, access
to larger projects, and compliance with state laws, positioning themselves competitively in the construction
market.



Eligibility Requirements for the Exam

To qualify for the psi nc general contractor exam, candidates must meet specific eligibility criteria set by the
North Carolina Licensing Board for General Contractors. These requirements ensure that applicants have the
requisite experience and background to handle the responsibilities of a licensed contractor effectively.

Experience and Education

Candidates typically need to demonstrate a combination of work experience and educational background
related to construction. This may include:

Several years of practical experience in general contracting or a related field

Completion of relevant technical or college-level coursework in construction management or engineering

Proof of supervisory experience on construction projects

Meeting these prerequisites helps ensure applicants have the foundational knowledge to succeed on the exam and
in their professional careers.

Application Documentation

Applicants must submit detailed documentation verifying their experience and education. This includes:

Work verification forms signed by employers or clients

Transcripts or certificates from educational institutions

Additional references or letters of recommendation, if required

Proper documentation is critical to avoid delays or denials in the application process.

Exam Content and Structure

The psi nc general contractor exam is carefully structured to assess a broad range of competencies essential
for general contracting. Candidates face multiple-choice questions that cover technical knowledge, business
practices, and state-specific regulations.

Core Exam Categories

The exam content is divided into several key categories, including:

Construction Knowledge: Building materials, methods, project planning, and construction safety

Business Management: Contract administration, estimating, project management, and financial management

North Carolina Laws and Regulations: Licensing laws, building codes, environmental regulations, and
workplace safety standards specific to North Carolina

This comprehensive coverage guarantees that licensed contractors are well-rounded professionals.



Format and Duration

The exam typically consists of 100 to 120 multiple-choice questions. Candidates are usually allotted
several hours to complete the test, allowing ample time to carefully consider each question. The format is
computer-based, providing immediate scoring upon completion.

Preparation Tips and Study Resources

Effective preparation is vital to passing the psi nc general contractor exam. Candidates should adopt a
structured study plan that covers all exam topics thoroughly.

Recommended Study Materials

Key resources for exam preparation include:

North Carolina General Contractor Licensing Board Candidate Information Bulletin

PSI’s official exam content outline and practice tests

Construction codes and regulations specific to North Carolina

Textbooks on construction management, business practices, and safety standards

Online courses and workshops tailored to the general contractor exam

Study Strategies

Successful candidates often employ the following strategies:

Create a study schedule that allocates time for each exam category1.

Focus on weaker subject areas identified through practice tests2.

Join study groups or professional forums to discuss challenging topics3.

Review real-world case studies to understand practical applications4.

Take multiple practice exams to simulate test-day conditions5.

Application Process and Scheduling

Applying for the psi nc general contractor exam involves submitting an application to the North Carolina
Licensing Board and scheduling the exam through PSI.

Submitting the Application

Applicants must complete the licensing application form, attach all required documentation, and pay the
applicable fees. The Licensing Board reviews applications to verify eligibility before approving candidates to
schedule their exam.



Scheduling the Exam

Once approved, candidates can schedule their exam through PSI’s online portal or by phone. PSI offers multiple
testing locations throughout North Carolina, providing candidates with flexible options to select convenient
dates and times.

Exam Day Procedures and Tips

Understanding the exam day protocols can help minimize stress and ensure a smooth testing experience.

What to Bring

Candidates should bring the following items to the testing center:

Valid government-issued photo identification

Exam authorization letter or confirmation number

Any permitted materials as outlined by PSI (usually no personal notes or books)

Testing Center Rules

PSI testing centers maintain strict regulations, including:

No electronic devices or communication tools allowed

Security checks upon entry

Time limits enforced rigorously

Break policies clearly defined

Arriving early and familiarizing oneself with these rules can help candidates focus fully on the exam.

After the Exam: Licensing and Renewal

Upon passing the psi nc general contractor exam, candidates proceed with the final steps to obtain their North
Carolina general contractor license.

Receiving the License

The Licensing Board issues the official general contractor license after confirming exam results and any
additional requirements, such as proof of insurance or bonding. Licensed contractors receive documentation
that authorizes them to operate legally within the state.

License Renewal and Continuing Education

General contractor licenses in North Carolina require periodic renewal, typically every two years. Renewal
often involves:

Payment of renewal fees



Completion of continuing education courses focused on updates in construction law, safety, and best
practices

Maintaining proper insurance coverage

Staying compliant with renewal requirements ensures contractors remain in good standing and continue to
benefit from their licensure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the PSI NC General Contractor Exam?

The PSI NC General Contractor Exam is a licensing exam administered by PSI for individuals seeking to become
licensed general contractors in North Carolina. It tests knowledge of construction practices, laws, and
regulations relevant to the state.

How can I register for the PSI NC General Contractor Exam?

You can register for the exam online through the PSI website or by phone. You need to create an account,
select the exam, choose a testing location and date, and pay the required fee.

What topics are covered in the PSI NC General Contractor Exam?

The exam covers topics such as North Carolina construction laws and regulations, project management,
safety standards, contract administration, building codes, and technical construction knowledge.

What is the passing score for the PSI NC General Contractor Exam?

The passing score for the PSI NC General Contractor Exam typically ranges around 70% to 75%, but
candidates should confirm the exact passing criteria on the official PSI or North Carolina licensing board
website.

How many questions are on the PSI NC General Contractor Exam?

The exam usually consists of approximately 100 multiple-choice questions, covering both business and law
and technical construction subjects.

Are there any prerequisites for taking the PSI NC General Contractor Exam?

Yes, candidates generally must meet experience requirements, such as several years of construction experience
or education, and submit an application to the North Carolina licensing board before being eligible to take the
exam.

What study materials are recommended for the PSI NC General Contractor
Exam?

Recommended materials include the North Carolina General Contractor Licensing Board Candidate Information
Bulletin, the North Carolina Building Code, construction law guides, PSI practice exams, and relevant
textbooks on construction management.



Can I retake the PSI NC General Contractor Exam if I fail?

Yes, candidates who fail can retake the exam after a waiting period, typically 30 days. There may be a limit on
the number of retakes, and each retake requires payment of the exam fee.

Where are PSI testing centers located for the NC General Contractor
Exam?

PSI testing centers for the NC General Contractor Exam are located throughout North Carolina in major
cities such as Raleigh, Charlotte, Greensboro, and Durham. You can select a convenient location when
scheduling your exam.

Additional Resources
1. PSI NC General Contractor Exam Secrets Study Guide
This comprehensive study guide is designed specifically for those preparing for the PSI North Carolina General
Contractor Exam. It covers key topics such as construction methods, business management, safety
regulations, and legal requirements. The guide includes practice questions and test-taking strategies to help
candidates boost their confidence and improve exam performance.

2. North Carolina General Contractor Licensing Exam Review
This book offers an in-depth review of the essential subjects tested on the North Carolina General Contractor
Exam. It focuses on state-specific laws, building codes, and contract administration. With detailed
explanations and practice tests, it helps candidates understand complex concepts and apply them effectively.

3. Construction Management and Business Ethics for NC Contractors
Focusing on the business and ethical aspects of contracting, this book prepares candidates for the management
portion of the PSI exam. It discusses project management principles, financial management, and ethical decision-
making within the construction industry. This resource is ideal for contractors who want to excel in both
technical and business areas.

4. North Carolina Building Codes and Standards for Contractors
This guide provides a thorough understanding of the building codes and standards relevant to North Carolina
contractors. It covers topics such as structural requirements, electrical, plumbing, and mechanical codes. The
book is essential for mastering the technical regulations tested on the PSI exam.

5. Practice Questions for the NC General Contractor Exam
A collection of practice questions simulating the style and difficulty of the actual PSI exam. This book
allows candidates to test their knowledge and identify areas needing improvement. Detailed answer
explanations help clarify challenging concepts and improve problem-solving skills.

6. NC Construction Law and Contract Administration
This title focuses on legal aspects and contract management crucial for passing the North Carolina General
Contractor Exam. It explains laws related to licensing, liens, bonds, and dispute resolution. The book also
includes sample contracts and tips on effective contract administration.

7. Construction Safety Practices for North Carolina Contractors
Safety is a critical component of the general contractor exam, and this book emphasizes OSHA regulations and
best safety practices. It provides guidelines on hazard identification, worker protection, and accident
prevention. Candidates will learn how to maintain safe job sites and comply with legal safety standards.

8. Estimating and Bidding for NC General Contractors
A practical guide to mastering the estimating and bidding process, this book covers cost calculation, bid
preparation, and project budgeting. It helps candidates understand the financial aspects of construction
projects and how to create competitive yet profitable bids. The book includes sample problems and formulas
frequently used in the exam.



9. North Carolina General Contractor Exam Study Flashcards
These flashcards are designed for quick review and memorization of key concepts tested on the PSI exam. They
cover definitions, codes, laws, and important formulas in a concise format. Perfect for on-the-go study, these
flashcards help reinforce knowledge and improve recall before the exam.
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