providence ri travel guide

Providence RI Travel Guide: Nestled in the heart of New England, Providence, Rhode Island, is a city
rich in history, culture, and culinary delights. As the capital of the Ocean State, it boasts a vibrant
arts scene, beautiful parks, and an array of attractions that cater to diverse interests. Whether
you're a history buff, a foodie, or an art enthusiast, this travel guide will help you explore the best of
Providence, ensuring a memorable visit.

Getting to Providence

Traveling to Providence is convenient due to its strategic location. Here’s how you can reach this
charming city:

By Air

- T.F. Green Airport (PVD): Located just 10 miles south of downtown Providence, this airport offers
numerous domestic flights and some international options.

- Logan International Airport (BOS): Located about 60 miles away in Boston, MA, this airport
provides a larger selection of international flights. You can easily take a bus or train to reach
Providence.

By Train

- Amtrak: Providence is served by Amtrak, making it easily accessible from major cities like Boston
and New York. The train station is conveniently located in downtown, allowing for easy access to
hotels and attractions.

By Car

- Interstate Highways: Providence is well-connected via I-95, 1-195, and 1-295. If you're driving from
nearby cities or states, you'll find that the roadways are well-maintained.

Where to Stay

Providence offers a variety of accommodations ranging from luxury hotels to charming bed-and-
breakfasts. Here are some popular options:

Luxury Hotels

1. The Dean Hotel: This boutique hotel boasts stylish decor and a prime location near the city’s
bustling downtown.



2. Omni Providence Hotel: Connected to the Rhode Island Convention Center, this hotel provides
upscale amenities and easy access to local attractions.

Mid-Range Options

1. Hotel Providence: A beautifully restored hotel featuring elegant rooms and a central location.
2. Hilton Providence: This hotel offers modern comforts and is just a short walk from the waterfront.

Budget Accommodations

1. HI Providence Hostel: A budget-friendly option for travelers looking to meet others.
2. Comfort Inn: A reliable choice with comfortable rooms and basic amenities.

Top Attractions

There’s no shortage of things to see and do in Providence. Here are some must-visit attractions:

WaterFire

- Overview: A unique art installation that takes place on the rivers of downtown Providence,
featuring bonfires, music, and community performances.
- When to Visit: Typically occurs from late spring to early fall, with the schedule available online.

The Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) Museum

- Overview: Home to an impressive collection of artwork, including pieces by renowned artists like
Monet and Picasso.
- Tip: Admission is free for RISD students, and there are often special events and exhibitions.

Federal Hill

- Overview: Known as Providence’s Little Italy, this neighborhood is famous for its authentic Italian
restaurants, bakeries, and shops.
- Must-Try Foods: Try the pasta at Pasta Beach or grab a cannoli from Scialo Brothers Bakery.

Roger Williams Park

- Overview: A sprawling park featuring gardens, a zoo, and beautiful walking paths.
- Highlights: Don’t miss the Japanese Garden and the Roger Williams Park Zoo, which houses over
100 species of animals.



Culinary Scene

Providence is a food lover's paradise, offering an eclectic mix of dining options. Here are some top
recommendations:

Fine Dining
1. Al Forno: Known for its wood-fired pizzas and innovative Italian dishes.
2. Gracie’s: A farm-to-table restaurant offering seasonal menus and a cozy atmosphere.

Casual Eats

1. The Hot Club: A casual waterfront bar with a laid-back vibe, perfect for enjoying live music and
cocktails.

2. Olneyville New York System: Famous for its wieners, this local eatery is a must-try for a true taste
of Rhode Island.

Cafes and Bakeries

1. The Coffee Exchange: A local favorite for artisanal coffee and a selection of baked goods.
2. Seven Stars Bakery: Known for its fresh pastries, bread, and breakfast options.

Arts and Culture

Providence is a hub for arts and culture, with numerous galleries, theaters, and festivals throughout
the year.

Theater and Performance

- Trinity Repertory Company: Offers a range of performances, from classic plays to contemporary
works.

- Providence Performing Arts Center: Hosts Broadway shows and concerts in a beautifully restored
historic venue.

Art Galleries and Exhibitions

- AS220: A nonprofit community arts organization that showcases local artists and hosts various
events.

- The Steel Yard: An industrial arts center that offers workshops and exhibitions focused on
metalworking, glassblowing, and more.



Seasonal Festivals

- Providence WaterFire: As mentioned earlier, this artistic event lights up the rivers and attracts
thousands of visitors.

- Rhode Island International Film Festival: Celebrating independent filmmakers, this annual event
showcases a variety of films and provides networking opportunities.

Outdoor Activities

The natural beauty surrounding Providence offers plenty of opportunities for outdoor enthusiasts.

Walking and Biking Trails

- East Bay Bike Path: A scenic 14.5-mile path that runs along the Narragansett Bay, perfect for
biking and walking.
- India Point Park: A lovely waterfront park with trails, picnic areas, and stunning views of the bay.

Water Activities

- Kayaking and Paddleboarding: Rent a kayak or paddleboard to explore the Providence River and
nearby waterways.

- Fishing: The waters around Providence are suitable for fishing, and local bait shops can provide
gear and recommendations.

Day Trips from Providence

If you have extra time, consider exploring nearby attractions outside the city:

Newport, RI

- Distance: Approximately 30 miles away.
- Highlights: Famous for its stunning coastal mansions, beaches, and the scenic Cliff Walk.

Block Island

- Distance: A short ferry ride from Point Judith.
- Highlights: Known for its natural beauty, sandy beaches, and outdoor activities like hiking and
biking.

Boston, MA

- Distance: About 50 miles away.



- Highlights: Rich in history, culture, and dining, Boston is perfect for a day of exploration.

Conclusion

A visit to Providence, RI, is sure to be a delightful experience filled with rich history, diverse culinary
offerings, and vibrant culture. With this Providence RI travel guide, you'll be well-equipped to
explore all that this charming city has to offer. From the stunning WaterFire to the bustling Federal
Hill, Providence is a destination that invites you to discover its unique charm and hospitality.
Whether you're planning a weekend getaway or a longer vacation, Providence is ready to welcome
you with open arms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the must-see attractions in Providence, RI?

Some must-see attractions in Providence include WaterFire, the Rhode Island School of Design
Museum, the Roger Williams Park Zoo, and the historic Federal Hill neighborhood.

What is the best time of year to visit Providence?

The best time to visit Providence is during the fall (September to November) when the foliage is
beautiful, or in the spring (April to June) for pleasant weather and blooming flowers.

Are there any famous food specialties to try in Providence?

Yes, be sure to try the local delicacies like calamari, coffee milk, and doughboys. Federal Hill is
known for its Italian cuisine, offering a range of authentic dishes.

What outdoor activities can I enjoy in Providence?

Outdoor activities in Providence include walking or biking along the Woonasquatucket River
Greenway, visiting the Roger Williams Park, and enjoying the scenic views at India Point Park.

How can I get around Providence without a car?

Providence has a robust public transportation system, including RIPTA buses. You can also explore
the city on foot, use rideshare services, or rent a bike.

What events or festivals take place in Providence?

Providence hosts various events and festivals throughout the year, including WaterFire, the
Providence International Arts Festival, and the Rhode Island Comic Con.



Is Providence a family-friendly destination?

Yes, Providence is family-friendly with attractions like the Children’s Museum, the Roger Williams
Park Zoo, and interactive exhibits at the Rhode Island Science Center.

What neighborhoods should I explore in Providence?

Explore neighborhoods like Federal Hill for Italian cuisine, College Hill for historic architecture and
universities, and the Arts District for galleries and theaters.

Are there any nearby day trip options from Providence?

Yes, nearby day trip options include Newport for its mansions and beaches, Block Island for outdoor
adventures, and Bristol for its charming waterfront and historic sites.
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