
prohibition and the rise of organized
crime worksheet answers
prohibition and the rise of organized crime worksheet answers provide critical
insights into one of the most transformative periods in American history, highlighting how
the enactment of Prohibition inadvertently fueled the growth of criminal enterprises. This
article explores the key elements found in worksheet answers related to Prohibition and
its impact on organized crime, offering a comprehensive understanding of the socio-
economic and legal dynamics of the era. By analyzing the causes of Prohibition, the
subsequent rise of bootlegging and speakeasies, and the proliferation of notorious crime
syndicates, this piece sheds light on the complex relationship between legislation and
criminal activity. Additionally, it examines the federal government's enforcement
challenges and the eventual repeal of Prohibition. The article also discusses common
questions and answers found in educational worksheets designed to help students grasp
these important historical themes. Readers will find a detailed breakdown of topics that
typically appear in prohibition and the rise of organized crime worksheet answers,
ensuring a robust grasp of the subject matter.

The Historical Context of Prohibition

The Emergence of Organized Crime during Prohibition

Key Figures and Crime Syndicates

Government Enforcement and Legal Challenges

Impact of Prohibition on American Society

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

The Historical Context of Prohibition
The historical context surrounding Prohibition is essential to understanding its effects on
American society and the rise of organized crime. Prohibition began in 1920 with the
ratification of the 18th Amendment and the Volstead Act, which prohibited the
manufacture, sale, and transportation of alcoholic beverages. This movement was driven
by social reformers, temperance organizations, and religious groups aiming to reduce
alcohol consumption and its associated social problems.

Despite the intentions behind Prohibition, the law had significant unintended
consequences. The demand for alcohol did not disappear; instead, it shifted from legal
consumption to underground markets, creating fertile ground for illegal activities. This
period is often studied through worksheets that highlight the legislative process, the
motivations behind Prohibition, and its initial impact on society.



The 18th Amendment and the Volstead Act
The 18th Amendment legally banned alcohol nationwide and was enforced through the
Volstead Act, which defined intoxicating liquors and set penalties for violations.
Worksheets often emphasize the legal framework and the challenges of enforcing such
sweeping legislation across diverse states and communities.

Social and Political Motivations
The push for Prohibition was motivated by concerns over public health, morality, and
social order. Groups like the Anti-Saloon League and the Women's Christian Temperance
Union played pivotal roles in advocating for the ban on alcohol. Worksheet answers
typically explore these motivations and their influence on American politics during the
early 20th century.

The Emergence of Organized Crime during
Prohibition
The enforcement of Prohibition laws led to the rapid growth of organized crime networks
that supplied illegal alcohol. Criminal organizations capitalized on the public's continued
demand for liquor by establishing extensive bootlegging operations, speakeasies, and
smuggling routes. This era marked a significant transformation in the structure and power
of criminal enterprises in the United States.

Bootlegging and Speakeasies
Bootlegging involved the illegal production and distribution of alcohol, while speakeasies
were secret bars where people could consume alcoholic beverages. These establishments
flourished under the radar of law enforcement, often protected or controlled by organized
crime groups. Worksheet answers commonly describe how these underground economies
operated and their role in expanding criminal influence.

Growth of Criminal Enterprises
Organized crime groups evolved from small-time operations into sophisticated syndicates
that controlled large portions of the illicit alcohol industry. This growth was facilitated by
corruption, violence, and the ability to evade law enforcement. Worksheets focus on the
mechanisms through which these organizations expanded and solidified their power
during Prohibition.

Key Figures and Crime Syndicates
The Prohibition era saw the rise of notorious crime figures and syndicates that became



synonymous with organized crime. Understanding these key players is crucial for grasping
how illegal activities were coordinated and sustained on a large scale.

Al Capone and the Chicago Outfit
Al Capone is one of the most infamous gangsters associated with Prohibition. His Chicago
Outfit controlled bootlegging, gambling, and other illicit enterprises, using violence and
bribery to maintain dominance. Worksheets often include questions about Capone’s
criminal empire and his impact on the city of Chicago.

The National Crime Syndicate
Beyond individual gangs, the National Crime Syndicate represented a coalition of various
organized crime groups across the country. This alliance managed distribution networks
and resolved disputes, creating a nationwide system of illegal business. Worksheet
answers may highlight the syndicate’s role in coordinating criminal activities during and
after Prohibition.

Government Enforcement and Legal Challenges
Despite strong legislation, enforcement of Prohibition laws was fraught with difficulties.
Federal and local authorities struggled with insufficient resources, widespread corruption,
and public resistance, which undermined the law’s effectiveness.

Role of the Bureau of Prohibition
The Bureau of Prohibition was the federal agency tasked with enforcing the Volstead Act.
However, it faced challenges including understaffing, low pay, and bribery, which limited
its ability to curb illegal alcohol production and distribution. Worksheets typically explore
these enforcement issues and their implications.

Legal and Social Obstacles
Many Americans opposed Prohibition, leading to widespread noncompliance. Additionally,
the judicial system often proved ineffective at prosecuting offenders due to lack of
evidence or jury nullification. Worksheet answers frequently discuss these obstacles and
their effects on the law's sustainability.

Impact of Prohibition on American Society
The Prohibition era had lasting effects on American society beyond the immediate rise of
organized crime. It reshaped cultural attitudes toward alcohol, law enforcement, and
government regulation.



Changes in Public Attitudes
Over time, public support for Prohibition waned as the negative consequences became
apparent. Many Americans viewed the law as ineffective and intrusive, leading to
increased calls for repeal. Worksheets often analyze these shifts in societal perception and
their impact on policy.

Repeal of Prohibition
The 21st Amendment, ratified in 1933, repealed Prohibition, ending the nationwide alcohol
ban. This marked a significant policy reversal, influenced by economic considerations
during the Great Depression and recognition of Prohibition’s failures. Worksheet answers
typically cover the reasons for repeal and its aftermath.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers
Worksheets focusing on prohibition and the rise of organized crime often include a variety
of question types designed to assess comprehension of the era’s complexities. These
questions help students engage with the historical material and develop critical thinking
skills.

What was the primary purpose of the 18th Amendment?1.

The 18th Amendment aimed to prohibit the manufacture, sale, and transportation of
alcoholic beverages to reduce alcohol-related social problems.

How did Prohibition contribute to the rise of organized crime?2.

By creating a black market for alcohol, Prohibition enabled criminal groups to profit
from illegal production and distribution, leading to increased gang activity and
violence.

Who was Al Capone and why is he significant?3.

Al Capone was a notorious gangster who led the Chicago Outfit, controlling much of
the illegal alcohol trade and exemplifying the power of organized crime during
Prohibition.

What challenges did law enforcement face during Prohibition?4.

Enforcement agencies struggled with corruption, limited resources, and public
noncompliance, making it difficult to effectively uphold Prohibition laws.

Why was Prohibition eventually repealed?5.

Prohibition was repealed due to widespread public dissatisfaction, enforcement
failures, and the economic need to generate tax revenue from alcohol sales during



the Great Depression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main goal of Prohibition in the United
States?
The main goal of Prohibition was to reduce alcohol consumption and its negative social
effects by banning the manufacture, sale, and transportation of alcoholic beverages.

How did Prohibition contribute to the rise of organized
crime?
Prohibition created a lucrative black market for alcohol, which organized crime groups
exploited by smuggling, producing, and distributing illegal alcohol, leading to their growth
and increased power.

Who was Al Capone and what role did he play during
Prohibition?
Al Capone was a notorious gangster who led a large organized crime syndicate in Chicago
during Prohibition, making millions through illegal alcohol sales and other criminal
activities.

What were speakeasies and why did they become
popular during Prohibition?
Speakeasies were illegal bars or clubs that sold alcohol secretly during Prohibition,
becoming popular as people sought ways to continue drinking despite the ban.

How did law enforcement respond to organized crime
during Prohibition?
Law enforcement often struggled to control organized crime due to corruption, limited
resources, and the widespread public demand for alcohol, leading to many criminals
operating with relative impunity.

What was the impact of Prohibition on American
society?
Prohibition led to increased organized crime, corruption, loss of government tax revenue,
and public disillusionment, ultimately contributing to its repeal.



When and why was Prohibition repealed?
Prohibition was repealed in 1933 with the 21st Amendment, largely because it was
ineffective, led to increased crime, and the government wanted to restore alcohol tax
revenues during the Great Depression.

How did organized crime groups diversify their
activities after Prohibition?
After Prohibition ended, many organized crime groups expanded into other illegal
activities such as gambling, drug trafficking, prostitution, and extortion to maintain their
income.

Additional Resources
1. Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Prohibition era in the United States,
detailing the social, political, and economic factors that led to the 18th Amendment. It
explores how the ban on alcohol gave rise to speakeasies, bootlegging, and an
unprecedented surge in organized crime. The narrative also examines the eventual repeal
of Prohibition and its lasting impact on American society.

2. Capone: The Man and the Era
Written by Laurence Bergreen, this biography delves into the life of Al Capone, one of the
most notorious gangsters of the Prohibition era. The book paints a vivid picture of
Capone’s criminal empire and his role in shaping organized crime during the 1920s and
1930s. It also provides context on the societal conditions that allowed figures like Capone
to thrive.

3. Bootleggers and Beer Barons of the Prohibition Era
This work focuses on the entrepreneurs and criminals who capitalized on the illegal
alcohol market during Prohibition. It highlights the methods used for smuggling and
distribution, as well as the violent turf wars that ensued. The book also discusses law
enforcement’s struggles to contain organized crime.

4. The Poisoned City: Flint’s Water and the American Urban Tragedy
While not directly about Prohibition, this book touches upon the broader consequences of
policy and corruption in American cities, including aspects of organized crime influence. It
provides a modern perspective on how urban challenges and governance failures can
mirror those from earlier eras like Prohibition.

5. Prohibition: Thirteen Years That Changed America
Authored by Edward Behr, this book presents a detailed narrative of the Prohibition
period, emphasizing the cultural shifts and the unintended consequences of banning
alcohol. It discusses how organized crime syndicates expanded their influence and how
public opinion eventually turned against Prohibition.

6. Gangsters and Organized Crime in Prohibition-era Chicago
This title explores the specific environment of Chicago during Prohibition, arguably the



epicenter of gangster activity. It profiles notorious figures, the rise of mob families, and
the complex relationship between criminals and corrupt officials. The book also examines
the law enforcement efforts to dismantle these criminal networks.

7. The Wet and the Dry: Prohibition and the Politics of the 1920s
Focusing on the political landscape, this book investigates the debates and battles
between those supporting Prohibition (the "dry") and those opposing it (the "wet"). It
sheds light on how political maneuvering affected the enforcement of Prohibition laws and
indirectly facilitated organized crime’s growth.

8. Speakeasy: The Employees Only Guide to Classic Cocktails, Frontier Drinks, and
Prohibition-Era Libations
Though primarily a cocktail recipe book, this title offers rich historical context about the
Prohibition era’s underground drinking culture. It provides insights into the role of
speakeasies as social hubs and how they were often controlled by organized crime groups.
The book combines cultural history with practical mixology.

9. Public Enemies: America’s Greatest Crime Wave and the Birth of the FBI, 1933-34
This book covers the aftermath of Prohibition and the rise of high-profile criminals like
John Dillinger and Bonnie and Clyde. It discusses the federal government’s response to
organized crime, including the formation of the FBI. The narrative links the legacy of
Prohibition-era crime to the broader evolution of law enforcement in America.
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