prisoner cell block h dvd box set

prisoner cell block h dvd box set remains a coveted collection for fans of classic
television drama and prison-themed series. This iconic Australian TV show, originally aired
from 1979 to 1986, has garnered a dedicated following thanks to its intense storylines,
memorable characters, and groundbreaking portrayal of life inside a women's prison. The
availability of the prisoner cell block h dvd box set allows both new viewers and longtime
enthusiasts to experience the full series in high-quality format, ensuring the legacy of this
cult classic endures. This article explores the features, content, and significance of the
prisoner cell block h dvd box set, highlighting its value for collectors and fans alike.
Additionally, it covers details such as special features, packaging, and where to find
authentic editions. The comprehensive guide provides an in-depth look at what makes this
DVD collection a must-have for television history aficionados.
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Overview of Prisoner Cell Block H

Prisoner Cell Block H is a pioneering Australian television drama that broke new ground in
the late 1970s and 1980s by focusing on the lives of female inmates within a fictional
prison called Wentworth Detention Centre. The series was known for its raw storytelling,
complex characters, and social commentary on issues such as justice, redemption, and
survival. Over its eight-season run, the show developed a loyal fan base and became a
cultural touchstone for prison dramas worldwide. The series' influence extends beyond its
original broadcast, inspiring remakes and spin-offs, which further cements its place in
television history.

Historical Context and Impact

Debuting in 1979, Prisoner Cell Block H was among the first TV shows to depict gritty
prison life from the perspective of women inmates. It challenged traditional television
norms and addressed taboo subjects with unflinching honesty. The show's success in



Australia and international markets demonstrated the demand for complex, character-
driven drama. Its impact is evident in how it paved the way for subsequent prison dramas
and influenced storytelling in serialized television.

Main Characters and Story Arcs

The prisoner cell block h dvd box set includes episodes featuring key characters such as
Bea Smith, Joan Ferguson, and Lizzie Birdsworth, each bringing unique perspectives and
dramatic tension to the series. Story arcs range from power struggles within the prison
walls to personal redemption stories, making the series compelling and emotionally
engaging. These characters' developments are central to the show's enduring popularity.

Contents of the DVD Box Set

The prisoner cell block h dvd box set typically contains the complete series, comprising all
eight seasons and over 690 episodes. This extensive collection ensures that viewers can
watch the series in its entirety, following the storylines from start to finish without
interruption. The DVD set is often organized into multiple discs, each containing a
carefully curated selection of episodes to maintain viewing continuity.

Complete Episode Collection

The full series included in the box set provides a comprehensive viewing experience,
featuring every episode that originally aired. This completeness is valuable for fans and
collectors who want to have the entire story arc and character development at their
fingertips. Episodes are usually remastered to enhance video and audio quality compared
to original broadcasts.

Additional Content

Many editions of the prisoner cell block h dvd box set include bonus content beyond the
episodes themselves. This may encompass cast interviews, behind-the-scenes footage, and
documentary segments that offer insights into the making of the series and its cultural
impact. Such extras enrich the viewing experience and provide context that deepens
appreciation for the show.

Special Features Included

Special features are a significant aspect of the prisoner cell block h dvd box set, adding



value for collectors and fans who seek more than just the episodes. These features often
explore the production process, character backstories, and the show's legacy within
television history.

Behind-the-Scenes Documentaries

Many box sets include documentaries that detail the creation of the series, interviews with
cast and crew, and discussions of how the show influenced popular culture. These
documentaries provide a unique perspective on the challenges and triumphs encountered
during production.

Cast and Crew Interviews

Interviews with key actors and production staff offer personal anecdotes and reflections
on their experiences working on Prisoner Cell Block H. These segments help viewers
connect with the series on a deeper level by revealing the human stories behind the
characters.

Deleted Scenes and Bloopers

Some versions of the box set also feature deleted scenes and blooper reels, showcasing
moments that were cut from the final episodes or lighter behind-the-scenes moments.
These additions provide entertainment and a glimpse into the filming process.

Packaging and Presentation

The packaging of the prisoner cell block h dvd box set is designed to appeal to collectors
and fans, often featuring distinctive artwork that reflects the tone and themes of the
series. The quality of presentation is an important factor in the overall value of the
collection.

Box Design and Artwork

Box sets frequently showcase cover art that includes iconic images from the series, such
as character portraits or scenes set within the prison environment. This design helps to
visually communicate the show's mood and setting, making the collection stand out on
shelves.



Disc Labeling and Organization

Discs are usually clearly labeled by season or episode range, making it easy for viewers to
navigate through the extensive content. Some editions also include booklets or
informational inserts that provide episode guides, cast lists, and historical context.

Availability and Purchasing Options

The prisoner cell block h dvd box set is available through various retail outlets, including
online marketplaces, specialty stores, and directly from distributors. Availability may vary
depending on region and edition, with some versions being more collectible than others.

New vs. Used Copies

Collectors can choose between brand-new sealed sets or used copies, which may vary in
price and condition. New sets ensure pristine packaging and discs, while used copies
might offer more affordable options but require careful inspection to confirm quality.

Regional Versions and Compatibility

Due to differences in DVD region coding, buyers should verify that the prisoner cell block
h dvd box set is compatible with their players. Some editions are region-free, while others
are restricted to specific geographic areas, affecting playback.

Why Collect the DVD Box Set?

Owning the prisoner cell block h dvd box set offers numerous benefits for fans and
collectors. The set preserves an important piece of television history and allows repeated
viewing without reliance on streaming services or broadcasts.

Preservation of Classic Television

Having a physical copy ensures that the series remains accessible regardless of changes in
digital availability. This preservation is crucial for maintaining cultural heritage and
providing future generations with access to significant TV programming.



Enhanced Viewing Experience

The DVD format often provides superior picture and sound quality compared to original
airings or online streams. Additionally, special features and organized content contribute
to a richer and more immersive experience.

Collector's Value

Limited editions, unique packaging, and included memorabilia can increase the box set's
value over time. Collectors seek these sets not only for entertainment but also as
investment pieces within the realm of television memorabilia.

Complete series access with remastered episodes

Exclusive behind-the-scenes content and interviews

High-quality packaging with collectible artwork

Preservation of a groundbreaking television drama

Potential for increased value as a collector's item

Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box
set?

The Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box set typically includes all episodes from the series,
along with special features such as cast interviews, behind-the-scenes footage, and
commentary.

Is the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box set available in
high definition?

Most Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box sets are released in standard definition, as the
original series was filmed before HD became standard. However, some remastered
versions may offer improved picture quality.

How many seasons of Prisoner Cell Block H are included



in the complete DVD box set?

The complete Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box set usually includes all 8 seasons of the
series, covering all 692 episodes.

Where can I purchase the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD
box set?

The Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box set can be purchased from major online retailers like
Amazon, eBay, and specialty DVD stores.

Are there any special editions or collector’s versions of
the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box set?

Yes, some special or collector’s editions may include additional memorabilia, booklets, or
exclusive interviews not found in the standard box sets.

Does the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box set have
subtitles or multiple language options?

Many Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box sets include English subtitles, and some editions may
offer additional language options depending on the region.

Is the Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box set region locked?

Most Prisoner Cell Block H DVD box sets are region locked, typically to Region 4 for
Australia. It is important to check the region code compatibility with your DVD player
before purchasing.

Additional Resources

1. Behind the Bars: The Untold Stories of Prisoner Cell Block H

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the iconic Australian TV series "Prisoner Cell
Block H." It delves into the lives of the characters both on and off screen, sharing behind-
the-scenes anecdotes and production secrets. Fans will appreciate the rich history and
cultural impact of the show detailed within these pages.

2. Women Behind Prison Walls: The Real Stories That Inspired Prisoner Cell Block H
Focusing on the real-life experiences that inspired the series, this book presents
compelling narratives from women who have lived through incarceration. It provides a
raw and honest look at the challenges faced by female prisoners, shedding light on the
social issues reflected in the TV drama.

3. Prisoner Cell Block H: The Complete Episode Guide

A comprehensive guide to every episode of "Prisoner Cell Block H," this book is perfect for
fans wanting to revisit the series in detail. It includes summaries, cast lists, and trivia,
making it an essential companion for anyone who owns the DVD box set.



4. Inside the Walls: The Making of Prisoner Cell Block H

This book takes readers behind the scenes of the legendary series, detailing the
production process, casting decisions, and set design. Interviews with actors, writers, and
crew members offer unique insights into how the show was brought to life.

5. Prisoner Cell Block H: Characters and Cast Biographies

Explore the lives and careers of the actors who made "Prisoner Cell Block H" a cult
classic. Each biography highlights the journey of key cast members, their roles on the
show, and their contributions to television history.

6. Television Drama Down Under: The Impact of Prisoner Cell Block H

This academic work examines the cultural significance of "Prisoner Cell Block H" in
Australian television history. It discusses the show's themes, audience reception, and its
role in shaping the portrayal of women in media.

7. Prisoner Cell Block H Fan Art and Memorabilia

A visually rich book showcasing fan-created artwork, posters, and collectibles inspired by
the series. It also features interviews with superfans and collectors, celebrating the
enduring legacy of the show.

8. The Evolution of Female Prison Dramas: From Prisoner Cell Block H to Today

Tracing the development of female prison dramas, this book places "Prisoner Cell Block H"
in context with later series worldwide. It analyzes storytelling trends, character
archetypes, and social commentary within the genre.

9. Prisoner Cell Block H: Scripts and Screenplays

For aspiring writers and dedicated fans, this book compiles selected scripts and
screenplays from the series. It provides a unique look at the writing process and the
narrative structure that made the show compelling and memorable.
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