
priscilla shirer 5 ps of bible study

priscilla shirer 5 ps of bible study is a powerful and practical method designed to
deepen understanding and engagement with Scripture. Developed by renowned Bible
teacher Priscilla Shirer, this approach emphasizes a structured yet flexible way to study the
Bible effectively. The 5 Ps stand for Preview, Pray, Process, Paraphrase, and Pursue, each
representing a crucial step in the study process that enhances spiritual growth and biblical
comprehension. This method is widely appreciated for its clarity and ability to guide
believers in cultivating a meaningful relationship with God's Word. In this article, the
principles behind the priscilla shirer 5 ps of bible study will be explored in detail,
highlighting how each step contributes to an enriching Bible study experience. Additionally,
practical tips for applying these steps will be provided to help readers implement the
method in their daily devotional life. The following table of contents outlines the main
sections covered in this comprehensive overview.

Preview: Preparing for Bible Study

Pray: Inviting God’s Guidance

Process: Engaging with the Text

Paraphrase: Restating Scripture in Your Own Words

Pursue: Applying Biblical Truths

Preview: Preparing for Bible Study
The first element of the priscilla shirer 5 ps of bible study is Preview, which involves
preparing the heart and mind before diving into Scripture. This step encourages readers to
familiarize themselves with the passage or chapter they intend to study. Previewing helps
set the stage for focused and meaningful engagement by providing context and
background information. It is essential to understand the book of the Bible being studied, its
author, audience, and the overall message to grasp the specific passage’s significance.

Contextual Awareness
Understanding the historical and cultural background of the biblical text is a vital part of the
Preview phase. This knowledge allows readers to interpret Scripture accurately and
appreciate its original intent. For instance, knowing the audience Paul addressed in his
epistles sheds light on his instructions and encouragements.



Initial Reading
A careful, initial reading of the passage during Preview helps to identify key themes,
repeated words, and questions that arise. This preliminary exposure allows readers to
approach the text with curiosity and readiness for deeper study.

Pray: Inviting God’s Guidance
The second P in the priscilla shirer 5 ps of bible study is Pray, emphasizing the importance
of seeking divine assistance throughout the study process. Prayer aligns the heart with
God’s will and invites the Holy Spirit to illuminate the Scriptures, providing wisdom and
understanding beyond human capability.

Prayer for Insight
Praying for insight is crucial before and during Bible study. It involves asking God to open
one's eyes to spiritual truths and to reveal how the passage applies personally. This step
nurtures a humble and teachable spirit necessary for genuine transformation.

Continuous Communication
Prayer is not limited to a single moment but is continuous throughout the study. Engaging
in ongoing dialogue with God allows the student to remain sensitive to His guidance and to
respond to discoveries with gratitude and obedience.

Process: Engaging with the Text
The Process phase is the heart of the priscilla shirer 5 ps of bible study, where active
engagement with the Scripture takes place. This step involves careful examination,
observation, and analysis of the passage to uncover its meaning and implications.

Observation Techniques
During this stage, readers are encouraged to note key words, repeated phrases,
commands, promises, and any contrasts or comparisons within the text. These observations
help reveal the structure and message of the passage.

Asking Questions
Critical questions such as who, what, when, where, why, and how are posed to the text.
These inquiries deepen understanding and prompt reflection on the passage's relevance to
life and faith.



Cross-Referencing
Consulting related verses and parallel passages enhances comprehension. Cross-
referencing helps to build a fuller picture of biblical truths and reduces misinterpretation by
considering the broader biblical narrative.

Paraphrase: Restating Scripture in Your Own
Words
Paraphrasing is the fourth step in the priscilla shirer 5 ps of bible study, focusing on
personalizing and internalizing Scripture. By restating the passage in one’s own words, the
message becomes clearer and more memorable.

Enhancing Understanding
When readers translate ancient text into contemporary language, it aids in grasping the
passage’s core message. This exercise also reveals nuances that might be overlooked in a
cursory read.

Encouraging Application
Paraphrasing fosters deeper connection with Scripture, making it easier to relate biblical
truths to personal circumstances and challenges. This personalized expression prepares the
heart for the final step, Pursue.

Pursue: Applying Biblical Truths
The final P in the priscilla shirer 5 ps of bible study is Pursue, which calls for practical
application and ongoing commitment to living out the lessons learned. This step moves
beyond intellectual understanding to transformative action.

Identifying Action Steps
Application involves identifying specific ways to incorporate biblical principles into daily life.
These action steps might include changes in attitude, behavior, or decision-making that
align with God’s Word.

Accountability and Reflection
Maintaining accountability through journaling, discussion groups, or mentorship supports
perseverance in pursuing spiritual growth. Regular reflection on progress ensures that Bible
study translates into lasting change.



Benefits of Pursuing Biblical Truth
Consistent application of Scripture results in increased faith, wisdom, and maturity. The
Pursue phase embodies the ultimate goal of the priscilla shirer 5 ps of bible study: a
transformed life rooted in God’s truth.

Implementing the Priscilla Shirer 5 Ps in Daily
Bible Study
Integrating these five steps into a daily or weekly Bible study routine enhances both
comprehension and spiritual development. The method’s structure offers a balanced
approach that encourages preparation, reflection, and action. By Previewing the passage,
Praying for guidance, Processing the text carefully, Paraphrasing for clarity, and Pursuing
application, believers can experience a richer, more impactful engagement with Scripture.

Set aside dedicated time for each P to avoid rushing through the study.

Use a notebook or journal to document observations, prayers, and applications.

Join Bible study groups that embrace the 5 Ps method for shared learning and
encouragement.

Remain consistent and patient, allowing the Spirit to work through the study process.

The priscilla shirer 5 ps of bible study is a valuable framework that equips believers to
explore God’s Word deeply and live according to its transformative power. Its emphasis on
both understanding and application makes it an effective tool for personal and group study
settings alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 5 Ps of Bible study according to Priscilla
Shirer?
The 5 Ps of Bible study according to Priscilla Shirer are Purpose, Passage, Paraphrase,
Principles, and Prayer. These steps help deepen understanding and application of Scripture.

How does Priscilla Shirer define the 'Purpose' step in
the 5 Ps of Bible study?
In the 'Purpose' step, Priscilla Shirer encourages believers to identify the reason for
studying a particular passage, focusing on what God wants to reveal through the Scripture



and how it applies to their life.

What does the 'Passage' step involve in Priscilla
Shirer's 5 Ps?
The 'Passage' step involves reading the Scripture passage carefully and repeatedly to
understand its context, meaning, and message before moving on to deeper study.

Why is the 'Paraphrase' important in Priscilla Shirer's
Bible study method?
The 'Paraphrase' step requires restating the passage in one's own words, which aids
comprehension and personal connection with the text, making biblical truths clearer and
more relatable.

What role do 'Principles' play in the 5 Ps of Bible study?
'Principles' are the timeless truths and lessons derived from the passage that believers can
apply to daily life, helping transform knowledge into action.

How does Prayer fit into Priscilla Shirer's 5 Ps of Bible
study?
Prayer is the final step where believers communicate with God to seek understanding,
guidance, and the strength to apply the Scripture's teachings in their lives.

Can the 5 Ps of Bible study by Priscilla Shirer be used
for group study as well as personal study?
Yes, the 5 Ps of Bible study are designed to be flexible and effective for both personal
reflection and group study settings, encouraging meaningful discussion and deeper spiritual
growth.

Additional Resources
1. Discerning the Word: Embracing Priscilla Shirer’s 5 Ps of Bible Study
This book explores Priscilla Shirer’s 5 Ps—Prayer, Preparation, Presence, Purity, and
Persistence—and how they form a foundational approach to Bible study. Readers will learn
practical steps to deepen their relationship with Scripture through intentional spiritual
disciplines. It offers insightful guidance for both beginners and seasoned students of the
Bible seeking to enhance their study habits.

2. Prayerful Preparation: Unlocking the Power of Priscilla Shirer’s 5 Ps
Focusing on the first two Ps, Prayer and Preparation, this book teaches how to invite God’s
presence and prepare the heart before diving into Scripture. It provides practical tips for
creating a sacred time and space for study, emphasizing the importance of a prayerful



mindset. The author includes personal anecdotes and reflective questions to encourage
meaningful engagement with the Bible.

3. Presence and Purity: Cultivating a Holy Heart for Bible Study
This volume delves into the third and fourth Ps, Presence and Purity, highlighting their
significance in approaching God’s Word with reverence and sincerity. It discusses how to
maintain spiritual focus and moral integrity to receive biblical truth effectively. Readers are
inspired to develop a lifestyle that honors God and fosters spiritual growth.

4. Persisting in the Word: Mastering the Fifth P of Bible Study
Dedicated to Persistence, the final P in Priscilla Shirer’s model, this book encourages
believers to remain steadfast in their daily study of Scripture. It addresses common
challenges such as distractions and discouragement, offering strategies to overcome them.
The narrative motivates readers to build a consistent and rewarding Bible study habit.

5. The 5 Ps Devotional: Daily Inspirations for Bible Study
This devotional book offers daily reflections centered around each of the 5 Ps, helping
readers apply these principles in their everyday lives. Each entry includes a Scripture
passage, a brief meditation, and a practical application, making it easy to integrate Shirer’s
method into a busy schedule. It’s ideal for anyone wanting to deepen their spiritual walk
one day at a time.

6. Anchored in Truth: Applying Priscilla Shirer’s 5 Ps in Life and Study
This book connects the 5 Ps of Bible study with real-life application, demonstrating how
Scripture shapes character and decision-making. It encourages readers to move beyond
academic study into transformative living. Through testimonies and exercises, it shows how
prayer, preparation, presence, purity, and persistence can impact every aspect of life.

7. Scripture Soaked: A Practical Guide to Priscilla Shirer’s Bible Study Method
Providing a step-by-step approach, this guide breaks down each of the 5 Ps and offers
practical tools for effective Bible study. It includes worksheets, journaling prompts, and
group study ideas to facilitate deeper understanding and engagement. The book is
designed to help individuals and small groups cultivate a richer experience with God’s
Word.

8. Faith Fueled: Strengthening Your Walk Through the 5 Ps of Bible Study
This inspiring book focuses on how Priscilla Shirer’s 5 Ps can ignite and sustain a vibrant
faith journey. It explores the spiritual disciplines behind each P and how they contribute to
a resilient and growing relationship with God. Readers will find encouragement to persevere
and embrace the transformative power of Scripture.

9. Living the 5 Ps: A Woman’s Guide to Powerful Bible Study
Tailored specifically for women, this book incorporates Priscilla Shirer’s 5 Ps with feminine
perspectives and challenges. It offers practical advice on balancing study with daily
responsibilities while maintaining spiritual depth. The author includes stories of women who
have experienced renewal and strength through applying these principles.
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