
practical argument kirszner

practical argument kirszner represents a significant concept in the realm of academic writing and rhetoric,
drawing heavily from the work of Laurie Kirszner, a renowned scholar known for her contributions to
composition and argumentation theory. This concept emphasizes the importance of crafting arguments that
are not only theoretically sound but also applicable and effective in real-world contexts. Understanding the
practical argument as defined by Kirszner is essential for students, educators, and professionals aiming to
enhance their persuasive writing and critical thinking skills. This article explores the definition,
components, and applications of the practical argument according to Kirszner’s framework. It further delves
into strategies for constructing compelling arguments and common pitfalls to avoid. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of how practical arguments function within academic and everyday
discourse, supported by clear examples and analytical insights.
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Understanding Practical Argument Kirszner

The concept of practical argument as presented by Laurie Kirszner revolves around the idea of
argumentation that directly engages with real-world issues, decisions, or actions. Unlike purely theoretical
or abstract debates, practical arguments aim to persuade an audience to take a specific course of action or
adopt a particular viewpoint grounded in everyday realities. Kirszner’s approach highlights the role of
evidence, reasoning, and audience awareness in shaping arguments that resonate beyond academic
discussions. This form of argumentation is particularly relevant in persuasive essays, policy debates, and
professional communication, where the goal is to influence beliefs or behaviors effectively.

Defining Practical Argument



Practical argument refers to a mode of reasoning that focuses on what should be done or believed based on
practical considerations. Kirszner emphasizes that such arguments are not merely about presenting facts but
involve evaluating consequences, moral implications, and feasibility. This definition sets practical arguments
apart from theoretical arguments, which often explore abstract principles without immediate application. In
Kirszner’s framework, the practical argument is a tool for problem-solving and decision-making in contexts
that require actionable outcomes.

Distinguishing Practical from Other Argument Types

Kirszner distinguishes practical arguments from logical or theoretical arguments by their orientation
toward action and consequence. While logical arguments prioritize validity and soundness in reasoning,
practical arguments incorporate additional factors such as context, audience values, and the likelihood of
success. This distinction is crucial for writers who seek to move beyond mere assertion and engage their
readers in meaningful dialogue that leads to tangible results.

Key Components of Practical Arguments

According to Kirszner, a successful practical argument integrates several essential components that work in
harmony to persuade an audience effectively. These components include a clear claim, relevant evidence,
logical reasoning, and consideration of counterarguments. Each element plays a vital role in constructing an
argument that is both credible and convincing.

Clear and Actionable Claim

The claim in a practical argument must clearly state the position or course of action being advocated.
Kirszner stresses that the claim should be specific and focused, guiding the direction of the argument and
providing a foundation for supporting evidence. Ambiguous or overly broad claims weaken the practical
impact of the argument.

Evidence and Support

Evidence in practical arguments comprises facts, statistics, examples, and expert testimony that substantiate
the claim. Kirszner highlights the importance of using credible and relevant evidence tailored to the
audience’s expectations and knowledge base. Properly integrated evidence enhances the argument’s
persuasiveness and builds trust between the writer and the reader.



Logical Reasoning and Warrants

Logical reasoning connects the evidence to the claim through warrants, which explain why the evidence
supports the conclusion. Kirszner identifies warrants as critical in bridging the gap between data and the
argument’s ultimate assertion, ensuring coherence and clarity in the argument’s structure.

Addressing Counterarguments

Acknowledging and responding to counterarguments is a hallmark of strong practical arguments. Kirszner
advocates for anticipating opposing viewpoints and rebutting them thoughtfully to demonstrate the
argument’s robustness. This approach not only strengthens the writer’s position but also shows respect for
differing opinions, increasing the argument’s overall effectiveness.

Strategies for Crafting Effective Practical Arguments

Kirszner offers several strategies to enhance the construction of practical arguments, emphasizing clarity,
audience awareness, and strategic organization. These strategies help writers develop compelling
arguments that resonate with their intended audience and promote action.

Understanding the Audience

Kirszner underscores the importance of analyzing the audience’s values, beliefs, and interests to tailor the
argument appropriately. Effective practical arguments anticipate audience concerns and motivations,
employing language and evidence that align with their perspectives.

Organizing the Argument

Logical and coherent organization is vital for guiding the audience through the argument’s reasoning
process. Kirszner recommends using clear transitions and a structured format that introduces the claim,
presents evidence, addresses counterarguments, and concludes with a persuasive call to action.



Using Persuasive Appeals

Incorporating the rhetorical appeals of ethos, pathos, and logos enhances a practical argument’s impact.
Kirszner advises balancing these appeals to establish credibility (ethos), connect emotionally (pathos), and
demonstrate logical soundness (logos), thereby creating a well-rounded and persuasive argument.

Refining Language and Style

The choice of language and tone influences how the argument is received. Kirszner highlights the need
for clear, concise, and respectful language that maintains the audience’s engagement and avoids alienation.
Precision and professionalism in writing strengthen the argument’s practical effectiveness.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Practical argumentation presents several challenges that writers must navigate to maintain credibility and
persuasiveness. Kirszner identifies common pitfalls and offers guidance on overcoming these obstacles.

Avoiding Logical Fallacies

Logical fallacies undermine the validity of practical arguments. Kirszner cautions against errors such as
hasty generalizations, false dilemmas, and ad hominem attacks, which weaken the argument’s
trustworthiness. Recognizing and eliminating fallacies is essential for maintaining sound reasoning.

Balancing Emotional and Logical Appeals

Overreliance on emotional appeals can lead to manipulation or loss of credibility, while excessive focus on
logic may fail to engage the audience. Kirszner advises a balanced approach that respects both emotional
resonance and factual accuracy to achieve maximum persuasive effect.

Ensuring Relevance and Timeliness

Arguments must address current and pertinent issues to maintain their practical value. Kirszner



emphasizes the importance of selecting topics and evidence that reflect contemporary concerns and
realities, ensuring the argument’s applicability and urgency.

Applications of Practical Argument in Various Contexts

The practical argument framework outlined by Kirszner is applicable across diverse fields and
communication scenarios. Its principles guide effective persuasion in academic, professional, and public
discourse.

Academic Writing and Research

In academic settings, practical arguments help students and scholars present research findings and policy
recommendations that influence decision-making. Kirszner’s insights assist writers in constructing
arguments that integrate evidence with real-world implications.

Professional and Business Communication

Business professionals utilize practical arguments to advocate for strategies, investments, and organizational
changes. Kirszner’s emphasis on clarity and audience awareness supports the development of proposals and
reports that drive practical outcomes.

Public Debates and Advocacy

Activists and public speakers employ practical arguments to mobilize support and effect social change.
Kirszner’s framework equips advocates with tools to craft convincing messages that appeal to diverse
audiences and promote actionable solutions.

Everyday Decision Making

Beyond formal contexts, practical argumentation influences everyday choices and interpersonal
communication. Understanding Kirszner’s principles enables individuals to engage in reasoned discussions
and make informed decisions in daily life.



Define a clear, actionable claim.1.

Gather and present credible evidence.2.

Connect evidence to claims through logical reasoning.3.

Anticipate and address counterarguments.4.

Adapt the argument to the audience’s values and expectations.5.

Maintain clarity, professionalism, and balance in appeals.6.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a practical argument according to Kirszner?
According to Kirszner, a practical argument is a type of argument that aims to persuade someone to take a
specific action or adopt a certain course of behavior, focusing on what should be done.

How does Kirszner differentiate practical arguments from other types of
arguments?
Kirszner differentiates practical arguments from other types by emphasizing their purpose to recommend
actions or decisions, whereas other arguments might aim to explain or inform without urging action.

What components make up a practical argument in Kirszner's
framework?
In Kirszner's framework, a practical argument typically includes a claim about what should be done,
supported by reasons or evidence that justify the recommended action.

Why are practical arguments important in everyday decision-making,
according to Kirszner?
Kirszner highlights that practical arguments are crucial because they help individuals and groups make
informed decisions by providing logical reasons for particular actions.



Can you give an example of a practical argument as explained by
Kirszner?
An example would be: "We should adopt renewable energy sources because they reduce pollution and
conserve resources," where the argument encourages a specific action with supporting reasons.

How does Kirszner suggest addressing counterarguments in practical
arguments?
Kirszner advises acknowledging and responding to counterarguments respectfully to strengthen the
practical argument and demonstrate thorough consideration of different perspectives.

What role does evidence play in Kirszner's concept of practical
arguments?
Evidence in Kirszner's practical arguments serves to support the proposed action, making the argument
more convincing and grounded in facts or logical reasoning.

How can understanding practical arguments help students improve their
writing skills, based on Kirszner's teachings?
Understanding practical arguments helps students craft clear, purposeful essays that persuade readers to
take action, enhancing their ability to argue effectively and write with clarity and intent.

Additional Resources
1. Arguments, Claims, and Evidence: A Practical Guide to Critical Thinking
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the principles of constructing and analyzing arguments. It
emphasizes the importance of clear claims supported by credible evidence and logical reasoning. Ideal for
students and professionals, it provides tools to evaluate everyday arguments critically and develop
persuasive communication skills.

2. The Practical Argument: Crafting and Evaluating Persuasive Discourse
Focused on the art of practical argumentation, this book explores techniques for creating effective
arguments in various contexts. It covers strategies for audience analysis, logical structuring, and refutation
of opposing views. The text includes real-world examples to help readers apply concepts to academic and
professional writing.

3. Writing Arguments: A Rhetoric with Readings by John D. Ramage, John C. Bean, and June Johnson
This widely used textbook blends clear instruction on argumentation with engaging readings that illustrate



key concepts. It guides readers through developing thesis statements, organizing arguments, and
incorporating research. The book also addresses common logical fallacies and offers exercises to sharpen
critical thinking.

4. Everything’s an Argument by Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz
This book emphasizes that argumentation is a fundamental part of everyday communication. It teaches
readers how to recognize and use various types of arguments effectively. With accessible language and
diverse examples, it encourages critical engagement with texts and media.

5. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein
This popular guide focuses on the conversational nature of academic argumentation. It provides templates to
help writers frame their arguments in response to others' ideas. The book is especially useful for
developing clear, persuasive academic essays and research papers.

6. Critical Thinking and Communication: The Use of Reason in Argument by Edward S. Inch and Barbara
Warnick
This book integrates critical thinking skills with practical communication strategies. It explores how reason
and evidence underpin effective argumentation. Readers learn to analyze arguments critically and
construct their own with clarity and precision.

7. They Say You Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff and Cathy
Birkenstein
A companion to effective argument writing, this book offers practical techniques for engaging with
opposing viewpoints. It highlights the importance of entering academic conversations with well-structured
responses. The authors provide templates that simplify complex argumentative moves.

8. Reason and Argument by Richard Feldman
This text delves into the foundations of logical reasoning and argument analysis. It covers deductive and
inductive reasoning, fallacies, and argument evaluation. Designed for students beginning formal study in
argumentation, it balances theory with practical application.

9. Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us About the Art of
Persuasion by Jay Heinrichs
A lively and engaging introduction to rhetorical techniques, this book draws on classical and contemporary
examples. It explains how persuasion works in everyday life and offers tools to become a more effective
arguer. The author’s humorous style makes complex concepts accessible and memorable.
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