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Polly Pocket is a beloved toy line that has captured the hearts of children and collectors alike since its

creation in 1989. Originally designed by Chris Wiggs and produced by Bluebird Toys, Polly Pocket was

reimagined in various forms by Mattel after acquiring the brand in 1998. The tiny dolls and their

compact playsets have become iconic, leading to a dedicated community of collectors. This guide aims

to provide insights into the world of Polly Pocket collecting, including history, types of sets, collector

tips, and where to find these treasures.

History of Polly Pocket

Polly Pocket was first introduced in 1989 as a compact toy line featuring small dolls that fit neatly

inside tiny playsets. The original concept was inspired by a locket that contained a miniature play

environment.

Early Years (1989-1998)

- Bluebird Toys: The original Polly Pocket was produced by Bluebird Toys in the UK. The first series

featured small dolls and a variety of compact cases, often themed around fantasy or adventure.

- Popularity: The toys quickly gained popularity due to their portability and imaginative play potential.

The unique compact design was appealing to children and parents alike.



Acquisition by Mattel (1998-Present)

- Rebranding: In 1998, Mattel acquired the brand and began releasing updated versions of Polly

Pocket. The toys evolved to include larger dolls and more intricate playsets.

- Modern Era: Today, Polly Pocket continues to be a popular toy line, adapting to modern trends and

themes, including collaborations with popular franchises and animated series.

Types of Polly Pocket Sets

Collecting Polly Pocket can be overwhelming due to the vast array of sets available. Here are some of

the most notable types:

Compact Cases

Compact cases are the hallmark of the Polly Pocket brand. These sets are designed to open up to

reveal a miniature world inside.

- Original Compacts: The earliest compacts are often highly sought after by collectors. They feature

simple designs and charming themes such as "Polly’s Dream House" and "Polly’s Garden."

- Special Editions: Throughout the years, special edition compacts were released, often featuring

unique themes or limited production runs.

Playsets

In addition to compact cases, there are various playsets that offer larger play environments:

- Theme Parks: Sets like "Polly's Fun Fair" and "Polly's Beach Party" provide expansive play areas



with multiple features.

- Adventure Sets: These sets often focus on specific activities or adventures, such as "Polly’s Treasure

Hunt."

Vehicles

Polly Pocket also includes a variety of vehicles that complement the playsets:

- Cars and Boats: From classic cars to sailboats, these vehicles often come with matching dolls and

accessories.

- Airplanes: Larger sets featuring airplanes are particularly popular due to their unique designs and

play potential.

Collector Tips

Collecting Polly Pocket can be an enjoyable yet challenging pursuit. Here are some tips to help

collectors navigate the process:

Research and Identification

- Know Your Sets: Familiarize yourself with different sets and their variations. Online databases and

collector forums can be invaluable resources.

- Identify Authenticity: Be cautious of reproductions, especially for older sets. Check for markings,

logos, and packaging details that indicate authenticity.



Condition Matters

- Mint Condition: Collectors often seek items in mint condition. Original packaging, intact accessories,

and minimal wear significantly increase value.

- Restoration: If you find sets in less-than-perfect condition, some collectors choose to restore them.

However, restoring may affect the value, so proceed with caution.

Join Collecting Communities

- Online Forums: Websites and forums dedicated to Polly Pocket collecting are great for connecting

with other collectors, sharing tips, and finding rare items.

- Social Media: Platforms like Instagram and Facebook have dedicated groups where collectors

showcase their collections and discuss trends.

Where to Find Polly Pocket Toys

Finding Polly Pocket sets can be a rewarding adventure. Here are some popular places to search:

Thrift Stores and Garage Sales

- Unexpected Finds: Many collectors have discovered hidden gems in thrift stores or at garage sales.

Keep an eye out for boxes or bins filled with toys.

- Networking: Let friends and family know you’re looking for Polly Pocket items; they may come across

them during their own shopping trips.



Online Marketplaces

- eBay: A popular platform for buying and selling Polly Pocket sets. Check seller ratings and

descriptions carefully.

- Etsy: A great source for vintage and handmade Polly Pocket items, Etsy often features unique finds

that aren't available elsewhere.

Conventions and Toy Shows

- Collectible Events: Attending toy conventions and collectible shows can provide opportunities to buy,

sell, and trade Polly Pocket items.

- Networking: Meeting other collectors at these events can lead to valuable connections and insights

into the collecting community.

Valuation and Pricing

Understanding the value of Polly Pocket items is essential for collectors. Prices can vary significantly

based on several factors:

Rarity

Certain Polly Pocket sets are rarer than others, and their scarcity can drive up prices. Limited editions

or sets produced in smaller quantities tend to be more valuable.



Condition

The condition of the item plays a crucial role in pricing. Mint-condition items with original packaging

fetch higher prices compared to those that are used or missing parts.

Market Trends

- Current Trends: Keep an eye on market trends and recent sales to gauge how prices fluctuate.

Collectors' interests can change over time, affecting demand and value.

- Historical Values: Research past sales to understand how prices have evolved. Certain sets may

appreciate significantly over time.

Conclusion

Polly Pocket collecting is a delightful journey through nostalgia and creativity. With its rich history,

diverse range of products, and dedicated community, there has never been a better time to dive into

this charming world. By understanding the types of sets, honing your collector skills, and utilizing

various resources, you can build a vibrant Polly Pocket collection that brings joy to both you and future

generations. Whether you’re a seasoned collector or just starting, every Polly Pocket set has a story

waiting to be discovered. Happy collecting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most sought-after Polly Pocket sets for collectors?

Some of the most sought-after Polly Pocket sets include the original compact cases from the late

1980s and early 1990s, such as the 'Polly's Magic Castle', 'Polly's Dream House', and the 'Polly



Pocket Birthday Surprise'.

How can I determine the value of my Polly Pocket collection?

To determine the value of your Polly Pocket collection, research recent sales on platforms like eBay,

check collector forums, and consult price guides or online databases dedicated to toy collectibles.

Are there any specific brands or years of Polly Pocket that are more

valuable?

Yes, Polly Pocket sets produced by Bluebird Toys from 1989 to 1998 are generally more valuable,

particularly those that are complete and in good condition, as well as limited edition or promotional

items.

What condition should my Polly Pocket items be in to maximize value?

To maximize value, Polly Pocket items should ideally be in mint condition with original packaging,

instructions, and all pieces intact. Clean items and those with minimal wear are also more desirable

among collectors.

Where can I find resources or communities for Polly Pocket

collectors?

Resources for Polly Pocket collectors can be found on social media platforms, such as Facebook

groups dedicated to vintage toys, online forums, and websites like Polly Pocket Collector that offer

guides, forums, and marketplaces.
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