POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR BERKELEY

PoLITIcAL SciENCE MaAJOR BERKELEY OFFERS AN ENRICHING ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN UNDERSTANDING
THE COMPLEXITIES OF POLITICAL SYSTEMS, THEORIES, AND PRACTICES. LOCATED AT THE PRESTIGIOUS UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, THE POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT IS RENOWNED FOR ITS RIGOROUS CURRICULUM, DISTINGUISHED
FACULTY, AND VIBRANT INTELLECTUAL COMMUNITY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE VARIOUS FACETS OF PURSUING A
POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY/ INCLUDING THE CURRICULUM, RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES, CAREER PROSPECTS, AND
STUDENT LIFE.

OVERVIEW OF THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY

THE PoLITICAL ScieENCE MAJOR AT UC BERKELEY IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERST ANDING
OF POLITICAL BEHAVIOR, INSTITUTIONS, AND PUBLIC POLICY. THE PROGRAM IS STRUCTURED TO CULTIVATE CRITICAL THINKING,
ANALYTICAL SKILLS, AND A DEEP APPRECIATION FOR THE COMPLEXITIES OF GOVERNANCE AND POLITICAL DYNAMICS.

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS

THE POLITICAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM AT BERKELEY IS BOTH DIVERSE AND FLEXIBLE, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO TAILOR THEIR
STUDIES ACCORDING TO THEIR INTERESTS. KEY COMPONENTS OF THE CURRICULUM INCLUDE:

1. Core COURSES:

- INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE
- COMPARATIVE PoLITICS

- INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

- PoLiTicaL THeEORY

- AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

2. ELECTIVES: STUDENTS CAN CHOOSE FROM A VARIETY OF ELECTIVE COURSES THAT COVER SPECIALIZED TOPICS SUCH AS:
- ENVIRONMENTAL PoLITICS

- PoLiTicaL Economy

- HUMAN RIGHTS

- PoLiTicAL PsycHoLoGY

- GLOBAL SECURITY

3. RESEARCH METHODS: A STRONG EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES, EQUIPPING STUDENTS WITH THE SKILLS
NECESSARY FOR EMPIRICAL ANALYSIS AND DATA INTERPRETATION.

4. CAPSTONE PROJECT: MANY STUDENTS COMPLETE A CAPSTONE PROJECT OR THESIS THAT ALLOWS THEM TO EXPLORE A
SPECIFIC POLITICAL ISSUE IN DEPTH.

INTERDISCIPLINARY OPPORTUNITIES

BERKELEY ENCOURAGES AN INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO POLITICAL SCIENCE. STUDENTS MAY TAKE COURSES IN RELATED
FIELDS SUCH AS SOCIOLOGY, ECONOMICS, HISTORY, AND ANTHROPOLOGY. THIS BREADTH OF STUDY ALLOWS FOR A MORE
NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF POLITICAL PHENOMENA AND PREPARES STUDENTS FOR VARIOUS CAREER PATHS.

FACULTY AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES

THE POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT AT BERKELEY BOASTS A DISTINGUISHED FACULTY COMPRISED OF LEADING SCHOLARS AND



PRACTITIONERS IN THE FIELD. FACULTY MEMBERS ARE INVOLVED IN CUTTING-EDGE RESEARCH, AND THEIR EXPERTISE SPANS A \WIDE
ARRAY OF TOPICS INCLUDING GLOBAL POLITICS, DOMESTIC POLICY, AND POLITICAL THEORY.

ReseArRCH CENTERS AND INITIATIVES

BERKELEY IS HOME TO SEVERAL RESEARCH CENTERS THAT FOCUS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE AND PUBLIC POLICY, PROVIDING
STUDENTS WITH VALUABLE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE IN RESEARCH PROJECTS. NOTABLE CENTERS INCLUDE:

- THE INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENTAL STUDIES (IGS): FOCUSES ON RESEARCH RELATED TO GOVERNANCE, PUBLIC POLICY, AND
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT.

- THe BerkeLey CENTER FOR COMPARATIVE STUDIES IN RACE AND ETHNICITY: EXAMINES THE INTERSECTION OF RACE, ETHNICITY,
AND POLITICS.

- THe CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF LAW AND SOCIETY: EXPLORES THE ROLE OF LAW IN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CONTEXTS.

STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO COLLABORATE WITH FACULTY ON RESEARCH PROJECTS, WHICH CAN LEAD TO CO~-AUTHORSHIP
OF PAPERS AND PRESENTATION OPPORTUNITIES AT CONFERENCES.

CAREER PROSPECTS FOR PoLITICAL ScleENCE GRADUATES

GRADUATES WITH A POLITICAL SCIENCE DEGREE FROM BERKELEY ARE WELL-EQUIPPED TO PURSUE A VARIETY OF CAREER PATHS.
THE SKILLS GAINED DURING THEIR STUDIES—CRITICAL THINKING, ANALYTICAL WRITING, AND RESEARCH PROFICIENCY—ARE
HIGHLY VALUED IN NUMEROUS FIELDS.

PoTenTIAL CAREER PATHS

POLITICAL SCIENCE GRADUATES OFTEN FIND EMPLOYMENT IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

1. PusLic SECTOR:

- GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

- PoLicy ANALYSIS

- LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANCE

2. NoNPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS:
- ADVOCACY

- RESeEARCH

- PROGRAM MANAGEMENT

3. PRIVATE SECTOR:

- CONSULTING FIRMS

- CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
- LoBBYING

4. ACADEMIA: MANY GRADUATES PURSUE ADVANCED DEGREES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE OR RELATED FIELDS, LEADING TO CAREERS IN
TEACHING AND RESEARCH.

5. Mebia ANDJOURNALISMZ GRADUATES MAY ALSO ENTER THE FIELD OF JOURNALISM, FOCUSING ON POLITICAL REPORTING AND
ANALYSIS.

INTERNSHIP AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

BERKELEY'S LOCATION IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH UNIQUE INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IN



GOVERNMENT, NONPROFITS, AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR. THE UNIVERSITY HAS ESTABLISHED CONNECTIONS WITH VARIOUS
ORGANIZATIONS, FACILITATING NETWORKING AND JOB PLACEMENT FOR STUDENTS.

STUDENT LIFE AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE IN THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT BERKELEY IS ENRICHED BY A VIBRANT CAMPUS LIFE AND
NUMEROUS EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ENGAGE IN ORGANIZATIONS THAT FOSTER POLITICAL
DISCUSSION, ADVOCACY, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

THERE ARE SEVERAL STUDENT-RUN ORGANIZATIONS DEDICATED TO POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT, INCLUDING!:

- BERKELEY POLITICAL REVIEW: A STUDENT-RUN PUBLICATION THAT COVERS POLITICAL ISSUES AND PROVIDES A PLATFORM
FOR STUDENT VOICES.

- THe MopeL UniTep NATIONS (MUN): ALLOWS STUDENTS TO ENGAGE IN SIMULATIONS OF UN CONFERENCES, ENHANCING THEIR
UNDERSTANDING OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.

- CAL DEMOCRATS AND CAL REPUBLICANS: POLITICAL CLUBS THAT PROMOTE DISCUSSION AND INVOLVEMENT IN PARTY
POLITICS.

EVenTs AND GUEST LECTURES

THE POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT FREQUENTLY HOSTS LECTURES, PANELS, AND EVENTS FEATURING PROMINENT POLITICAL
FIGURES, SCHOLARS, AND ACTIVISTS. THESE EVENTS OFFER STUDENTS THE CHANCE TO INTERACT WITH LEADERS IN THE FIELD
AND GAIN INSIGHTS INTO CURRENT POLITICAL ISSUES.

CoNcCLUSION

THe PoLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR BERKELEY PROVIDES A ROBUST AND COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS EAGER TO
EXPLORE THE INTRICATE WORLD OF POLITICS. WITH ITS RIGOROUS CURRICULUM, ESTEEMED FACULTY, EXTENSIVE RESEARCH
OPPORTUNITIES, AND VIBRANT STUDENT LIFE, BERKELEY STANDS OUT AS AN IDEAL PLACE FOR ASPIRING POLITICAL SCIENTISTS.
GRADUATES LEAVE THE PROGRAM NOT ONLY WITH A SOLID FOUNDATION IN POLITICAL THEORY AND PRACTICE BUT ALSO WITH
THE SKILLS AND EXPERIENCES NECESSARY TO MAKE MEANINGFUL CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY. W/HETHER PURSUING A CAREER IN
PUBLIC SERVICE, ADVOCACY, ACADEMIA, OR MEDIA, STUDENTS FROM BERKELEY’S POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM ARE WELL-
PREPARED TO NAVIGATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE CORE COURSES REQUIRED FOR A POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AT
BERKELEY?

POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS AT BERKELEY TYPICALLY MUST COMPLETE CORE COURSES SUCH AS INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL

SCIENCE, COMPARATIVE POLITICS, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, AND PoLITICAL THEORY, ALONG WITH A SELECTION OF
ELECTIVES.



W/HAT CAREER OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS FROM
BERKELEY?

GRADUATES WITH A POLITICAL SCIENCE DEGREE FROM BERKELEY CAN PURSUE VARIOUS CAREER PATHS, INCLUDING ROLES IN
GOVERNMENT, LAW , INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, NON-PROFITS, JOURNALISM, AND ACADEMIA.

How DOES THE POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM AT BERKELEY PREPARE STUDENTS FOR
GRADUATE STUDIES?

THE PoLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM AT BERKELEY EMPHASIZES CRITICAL THINKING, RESEARCH SKILLS, AND ANALYTICAL WRITING,
ALL OF WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL FOR SUCCESS IN GRADUATE STUDIES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE, LAW, AND RELATED FIELDS.

\WHAT ARE SOME NOTABLE FACULTY RESEARCH AREAS IN BERKELEY'S PoOLITICAL
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT?

NOTABLE FACULTY RESEARCH AREAS INCLUDE POLITICAL THEORY, COMPARATIVE POLITICAL SYSTEMS, INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS, PUBLIC POLICY, AND THE INTERSECTION OF POLITICS AND ECONOMICS.

ARE THERE INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJORS AT BERKELEY?

YES, BERKELEY PROVIDES VARIOUS INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH ITS CAREER CENTER AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH LOCAL
GOVERNMENT, NGOS, AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS, WHICH HELP STUDENTS GAIN PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE.

\WHAT STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS RELATED TO POLITICAL SCIENCE CAN BE FOUND AT
BERKELEY?

BERKELEY OFFERS VARIOUS STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS RELATED TO POLITICAL SCIENCE, INCLUDING THE BERKELEY PoLITICAL
REVIE\X// MoDEL UNITED NATIONS, AND VARIOUS POLITICAL CLUBS REPRESENTING DIFFERENT IDEOLOGIES AND INTERESTS.
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