pocket dictionary of saints john j
delaney

Pocket Dictionary of Saints John J. Delaney is a compact yet comprehensive
reference that serves as an invaluable resource for anyone interested in the
lives of saints and their significance within the Christian tradition. This
dictionary, compiled by John J. Delaney, provides insights into the history,
virtues, and contributions of a multitude of saints recognized by the Church.
It is particularly useful for students, scholars, and laypersons seeking to
deepen their understanding of Christian hagiography.

Overview of the Pocket Dictionary

The Pocket Dictionary of Saints is not just a list of names; it encompasses a
wealth of information on each saint’s life, virtues, feast days, and
patronages. This work is particularly noted for its accessibility, making it
suitable for a wide audience.

Purpose and Importance

The primary purpose of this dictionary is to:

1. Educate: Provide a resource for learning about the lives and contributions
of saints.

2. Inspire: Encourage readers to emulate the virtues of these holy figures.
3. Facilitate Worship: Aid in the selection of saints for personal devotion
and prayer.

4. Promote Understanding: Offer insights into the historical and cultural
contexts in which these saints lived.

Understanding the role of saints in the Catholic Church is essential for
grasping the broader narrative of Christianity. Saints serve as intercessors
and models of holiness, and the dictionary highlights their significance in
the spiritual lives of believers.

Structure of the Dictionary

The Pocket Dictionary of Saints is structured for quick reference, allowing
users to easily locate information. The entries are typically arranged
alphabetically by the saint's name, featuring key details that include:

— Name: The full name of the saint.

— Feast Day: The specific day dedicated to the saint's celebration.

— Patronage: Areas of life or professions the saint is associated with.

— Biography: A brief overview of the saint's life, including key events and
contributions.

— Significance: An explanation of why the saint is venerated.



Types of Saints Included

The dictionary features a diverse range of saints, including:

— Apostles: The original disciples of Jesus Christ, such as Saint Peter and
Saint John.

— Martyrs: Individuals who died for their faith, like Saint Stephen and Saint
Agnes.

— Confessors: Saints who lived holy lives and made significant contributions
to the Church, such as Saint Augustine.

— Virgins: Saints who dedicated their lives to God, including Saint Cecilia.
— Doctors of the Church: Influential theologians recognized for their
teachings, such as Saint Thomas Aquinas.

This categorization allows for a more nuanced understanding of each saint's
role within the Church.

Significant Saints in the Dictionary

While the Pocket Dictionary of Saints covers a wide range of individuals,
several saints stand out for their profound impact on Christianity and
culture.

Saint Francis of Assisi

Saint Francis is known for his deep love of nature and commitment to poverty.
His life emphasizes simplicity and humility, making him a beloved figure
among Christians and non-Christians alike.

— Feast Day: October 4
- Patronage: Animals, the environment, and merchants.

Saint Francis founded the Franciscan Order and is renowned for his love for
all God'’s creatures, famously preaching to birds and taming wolves.

Saint Therese of Lisieux

Also known as "The Little Flower," Saint Therese emphasized the importance of
doing small acts of love in everyday life.

— Feast Day: October 1
- Patronage: Missionaries, florists, and the sick.

Her autobiography, "Story of a Soul," has inspired countless people to seek
holiness in the ordinary.

Saint Benedict

Saint Benedict is the founder of Western monasticism and is known for his
Rule, which guides monastic life.



— Feast Day: July 11
- Patronage: Monks and Europe.

His teachings on balance, prayer, and work have had a lasting impact on
Christian monasticism.

Utilizing the Dictionary for Personal Growth

The Pocket Dictionary of Saints can be a powerful tool for personal spiritual
growth. Here are some ways to incorporate it into your daily life:

Daily Reflection

— Select a saint each day to learn about and reflect on their virtues.
— Consider how you can emulate that saint in your own life.

Liturgical Celebrations

— Use the dictionary to identify saints whose feast days align with your
spiritual practices.

— Incorporate prayers or devotions dedicated to these saints into your
liturgical celebrations.

Prayer and Intercession

— When facing challenges, seek the intercession of saints who are patrons of
your situation (e.g., Saint Jude for desperate cases, Saint Anthony for lost
items) .

— Create a prayer list of saints to whom you feel particularly drawn.

The Legacy of John J. Delaney

John J. Delaney, the author of the Pocket Dictionary of Saints, was an
influential figure in Catholic literature. His work aimed to make the lives
of saints accessible to a broader audience, emphasizing their relevance in
contemporary spirituality.

Contribution to Catholic Literature

Delaney’s dictionary is part of a larger movement to revive interest in
hagiography and the lives of saints. By distilling complex narratives into
concise entries, Delaney made it easier for individuals to connect with these
holy figures.



Impact on Education

The dictionary is often used in religious education settings, including:

— Catechism Classes: Helps students learn about the saints in a structured
manner.

— Personal Study: A valuable resource for adults seeking to deepen their
faith.

Conclusion

The Pocket Dictionary of Saints by John J. Delaney stands as a significant
contribution to Christian literature, offering a gateway into the rich
tapestry of saintly lives and their enduring legacies. Its structured and
accessible format makes it an ideal resource for both casual readers and
serious students of the faith. By exploring the lives of saints, readers not
only learn about historical figures but also discover models of virtue and
inspiration that can enhance their spiritual journeys. Whether for personal
reflection, prayer, or educational purposes, this dictionary serves as a
reminder of the profound impact that these holy individuals continue to have
in the lives of believers around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Pocket Dictionary of Saints' by John J.
Delaney?

The 'Pocket Dictionary of Saints' is a concise reference book that provides
brief biographies and information about various saints recognized in the
Catholic Church.

Who is the author of the 'Pocket Dictionary of
Saints'?

The author of the 'Pocket Dictionary of Saints' is John J. Delaney, a notable
Catholic author and theologian.

What kind of information can I find in the 'Pocket
Dictionary of Saints'?

The book includes the names of saints, their feast days, patronages, and
significant contributions to the Church and society.

Is the 'Pocket Dictionary of Saints' suitable for all
ages?

Yes, the 'Pocket Dictionary of Saints' is written in an accessible style,
making it suitable for both adults and younger readers interested in saints.



How is the 'Pocket Dictionary of Saints' organized?

The dictionary is organized alphabetically by the names of saints, making it
easy to look up specific individuals.

Can I use the 'Pocket Dictionary of Saints' for
educational purposes?

Absolutely! It is a valuable resource for religious education, catechism
classes, and personal study.

Does the 'Pocket Dictionary of Saints' include saints
from different cultures?

Yes, it includes saints from various cultures and regions, reflecting the
global nature of the Catholic Church.

Is there a digital version of the 'Pocket Dictionary
of Saints' available?

Yes, there are digital editions available that can be accessed on various
platforms, making it convenient for readers.

What makes the 'Pocket Dictionary of Saints' a
popular choice among Catholics?

Its concise format, comprehensive coverage of saints, and accessibility make
it a popular reference for those interested in the lives of saints and their
significance in the Catholic tradition.
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