
plot diagram the tell tale heart
Plot diagram the tell tale heart is essential for understanding Edgar Allan
Poe's classic short story, which delves into the mind of a murderer. The
narrative is a compelling exploration of guilt, paranoia, and the
complexities of the human psyche, all encapsulated within a chilling tale of
horror. By examining the plot diagram, readers can gain a clearer insight
into the structure of the story, its themes, and the psychological depth of
its protagonist. This analysis will break down the pivotal components of the
plot, including exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and
resolution, while also exploring the themes and characters that make this
work so enduring.

Exposition

The exposition of "The Tell-Tale Heart" serves to introduce readers to the
main character, his motivations, and the setting of the story.

Setting

- Time: The story takes place in an unspecified time period, which
contributes to the timeless horror that Poe evokes. The darkness and eerie
quality of the night emphasize the themes of madness and guilt.
- Place: The entire narrative unfolds in an old man's house, primarily
focusing on a bedroom and the surrounding areas. This confined space
heightens the tension and claustrophobia experienced by both the narrator and
the reader.

Main Character

- The Narrator: The unnamed protagonist of the story is a deeply unreliable
narrator who insists on his sanity while describing his meticulous plan to
murder the old man. His obsession with the old man's "vulture-like" eye
drives him to commit heinous acts. This paradox creates an immediate sense of
intrigue, as readers are drawn into the mind of someone who views their
actions as justified.

Initial Situation

The narrator reveals his intense hatred for the old man's eye, which he
describes as pale blue and film-covered. He asserts that it is this eye,
rather than the old man himself, that he cannot tolerate. The narrator's



fixation on the eye sets the stage for the ensuing horror and serves as a
symbol of his deteriorating mental state.

Rising Action

The rising action of "The Tell-Tale Heart" builds suspense and tension as the
narrator devises and executes his plan to kill the old man. This section is
crucial for understanding the psychological aspects of the story.

Planning the Murder

- Nightly Visits: For seven nights, the narrator sneaks into the old man's
room, carefully observing him while he sleeps. Each night, the old man is
unaware of the intruder, yet the narrator grows increasingly anxious and
paranoid.
- The Eye's Influence: The narrator's obsession with the eye intensifies,
driving him to a frenzied state. He believes that eliminating the old man
will free him from the torment of the eye.

Increased Paranoia

- The Narrator's Mental State: As the nights progress, the narrator's mental
stability deteriorates. He hears sounds that fuel his paranoia, including the
old man's heartbeat, which he interprets as a sign of his own guilt and
impending doom.
- The Old Man's Fear: On the eighth night, the old man awakens, sensing an
intruder's presence. The tension peaks as the narrator, feeling a mix of
excitement and dread, finally confronts his victim.

Climax

The climax of "The Tell-Tale Heart" is the most intense moment of the story,
where the culmination of tension and conflict reaches its zenith.

The Murder

- A Fatal Confrontation: In a fit of rage and madness, the narrator finally
reveals himself to the old man, who is paralyzed with fear. The narrator's
inner turmoil culminates in a frantic act of violence as he kills the old
man.
- Symbolism of the Eye: The act of murder is not just the physical act of



killing the old man but also the symbolic act of silencing the eye that has
haunted him. The eye represents his own guilt and moral failing.

Falling Action

The falling action of the story reveals the aftermath of the climax and the
narrator's attempts to deal with the consequences of his actions.

Concealing the Body

- Dismemberment: After committing the murder, the narrator dismembers the old
man's body and hides the pieces beneath the floorboards of the house. This
act of concealment reflects his desperate attempt to escape the repercussions
of his crime.
- False Confidence: The narrator experiences a fleeting sense of triumph,
believing he has successfully committed the perfect crime. However, this
confidence is laced with underlying tension and anxiety.

The Arrival of the Police

- Unexpected Visitors: Shortly after the murder, the police arrive at the old
man's house, having received a report of a scream. The narrator engages in a
conversation with the officers, maintaining his facade of innocence.
- Rising Tension: As the police search the premises, the narrator's mental
state becomes increasingly unstable. The heartbeat he heard earlier begins to
echo in his mind, growing louder and more insistent.

Resolution

The resolution of "The Tell-Tale Heart" serves as a powerful conclusion to
the story, highlighting the themes of guilt and the fragility of sanity.

Confession

- Breaking Point: Overwhelmed by the sound of the old man's heartbeat, which
he believes is a manifestation of his guilt, the narrator reaches his
breaking point. He can no longer bear the weight of his conscience.
- Final Admission: In a moment of psychological unraveling, the narrator
confesses to the police, revealing the location of the old man's body. This
confession underscores the theme that one cannot escape the consequences of
their actions.



Thematic Elements

- Guilt and Paranoia: The story vividly illustrates the destructive power of
guilt. The narrator's descent into madness is directly tied to his inability
to escape the consequences of his crime.
- Unreliable Narration: Poe's use of an unreliable narrator adds layers of
complexity to the story, forcing readers to question the truth of the
narrator's account and the nature of sanity itself.
- Isolation and Madness: The narrator's isolation, both physically and
mentally, contributes to his madness. His obsession with the eye alienates
him from reality and leads to his downfall.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the plot diagram the tell tale heart provides a detailed
framework for analyzing Edgar Allan Poe's masterful short story. By breaking
down the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution,
readers can appreciate the intricate layers of meaning embedded in the
narrative. The themes of guilt, paranoia, and the complexity of the human
psyche resonate throughout the story, making "The Tell-Tale Heart" a timeless
exploration of horror and madness. The psychological depth of the characters,
particularly the unreliable narrator, invites readers to engage with the text
on a profound level, ensuring its place as a cornerstone of Gothic
literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic structure of a plot diagram in
'The Tell-Tale Heart'?
The plot diagram of 'The Tell-Tale Heart' typically includes exposition,
rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution, detailing the
narrator's descent into madness and the eventual confession of his crime.

What is the exposition in 'The Tell-Tale Heart'?
The exposition introduces the unnamed narrator, who describes his acute
senses and obsession with an old man's eye, setting the stage for the ensuing
conflict.

What events constitute the rising action in the
story?
The rising action includes the narrator's growing obsession with the old



man's eye, his nightly visits to the old man's room, and the buildup of
tension leading to the murder.

What is the climax of 'The Tell-Tale Heart'?
The climax occurs when the narrator finally kills the old man, dismembers his
body, and hides it under the floorboards, marking the peak of tension and
horror.

How does the falling action unfold in the story?
The falling action involves the narrator's sense of triumph and relief after
the murder, which quickly turns into paranoia as he begins to hear the old
man's heartbeat.

What is the resolution in 'The Tell-Tale Heart'?
The resolution occurs when the narrator, overwhelmed by guilt and the
auditory hallucination of the heartbeat, confesses to the police about the
murder.

How does the narrator's mental state evolve
throughout the plot diagram?
The narrator's mental state deteriorates from a sense of superiority and
control during the rising action to guilt and paranoia in the falling action,
culminating in his confession.

What role does the setting play in the plot diagram?
The setting, primarily within the old man's house at night, creates a tense
and claustrophobic atmosphere that amplifies the narrator's madness and the
story's suspense.

In what ways does irony manifest in 'The Tell-Tale
Heart'?
Irony is present in the narrator's belief that he can commit the perfect
crime while being utterly unaware of his own madness, ultimately leading to
his downfall.

What themes are highlighted through the plot diagram
of 'The Tell-Tale Heart'?
Themes of guilt, madness, and the unreliable nature of perception are
emphasized throughout the plot, particularly in the narrator's psychological
conflict and ultimate confession.
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