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Play it again Sam, a film directed by Herbert Ross and released in 1972, is based on a play written by
Woody Allen. This charming romantic comedy showcases Allen's distinctive blend of humor, neurosis,
and philosophical introspection, making it a significant piece in his oeuvre. The film follows the story of
Allan Felix, a recently divorced man who grapples with his love life while seeking guidance from the
ghost of his cinematic idol, Humphrey Bogart. This article delves into the themes, characters, and
cultural impact of "Play it Again, Sam," highlighting its importance in both Allen's career and the

landscape of 1970s cinema.

Overview of the Film

"Play It Again, Sam" stars Woody Allen as Allan Felix, a character who embodies the quintessential
neurotic hero that Allen would later refine in his film career. The film opens with Allan navigating the
painful aftermath of his divorce from his wife, Nancy. Throughout the film, he becomes increasingly

obsessed with romantic ideals, often seeking solace in the films of Bogart, particularly "Casablanca."

Plot Summary

The narrative revolves around Allan as he attempts to find love in the wake of his failed marriage. Key

plot points include:

1. Allan's Divorce: The story begins with Allan reeling from his wife's departure, which sets the stage

for his insecurities and comedic misadventures.

2. The Ghost of Bogart: Allan frequently converses with the spirit of Humphrey Bogart, who serves as

his mentor, offering advice on romance and masculinity. This element adds a fantastical layer to the



story.

3. Romantic Pursuits: Allan's attempts to date women, including his best friend’s wife, Linda (played by

Diane Keaton), lead to humorous situations and poignant moments of self-discovery.

4. Climactic Resolution: As the film progresses, Allan must confront his fears and desires, ultimately

leading to a realization about love, friendship, and self-acceptance.

Themes in "Play It Again, Sam"

"Play It Again, Sam" explores several universal themes that resonate with audiences, including:

Romantic Idealism vs. Reality

The film critiques the notion of romantic idealism that often pervades Hollywood films. Allan’s fixation
on Bogart's characters reflects his desire for a love life that is both passionate and adventurous.
However, the contrast between his fantasies and the reality of his life highlights the struggles many

face when navigating relationships.
- Idealization of Love: Allan's longing for a perfect romance often leads him to make poor choices,
emphasizing the pitfalls of idealizing love.

- Self-Discovery: Through his interactions with Linda and Bogart, Allan learns that love is complex and

often messy, requiring vulnerability and authenticity rather than mere theatricality.

Friendship and Loyalty

The film also examines the dynamics of friendship, particularly between Allan and his best friend, Dick



(played by Tony Roberts). Their relationship showcases the support and loyalty that can exist between

friends:
- Support System: Dick tries to help Allan navigate his romantic life, often with humorous results,
illustrating the importance of friendship during difficult times.

- Jealousy and Tension: The film explores how romantic feelings can complicate friendships, as Allan

develops feelings for Linda, creating tension in his relationship with Dick.

Character Analysis

Each character in "Play It Again, Sam" contributes significantly to its themes and narrative.

Allan Felix

Woody Allen's portrayal of Allan Felix is central to the film's success. He embodies the neurotic, self-

deprecating humor that became synonymous with Allen's characters:
- Neuroticism: Allan's constant self-doubt and anxiety provide comedic relief while also making him a
relatable figure for many viewers.

- Growth: Throughout the film, Allan undergoes significant character development, learning to confront

his fears and embrace his vulnerabilities.

Linda

Diane Keaton's character, Linda, serves as both a romantic interest and a catalyst for Allan's growth:

- Independence: Linda is depicted as a strong, independent woman, contrasting Allan's insecurities



and highlighting gender dynamics in relationships.
- Emotional Complexity: Her feelings for Allan evolve throughout the film, showcasing the complexities

of love and friendship.

Humphrey Bogart

The inclusion of Bogart's ghost as a character adds a whimsical element to the film:

- Cinematic Influence: Bogart represents the archetype of the suave, confident man, serving as a foil to
Allan's character.
- Guidance: Through his interactions with Allan, Bogart offers humorous yet insightful advice,

contributing to Allan's journey toward self-discovery.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Upon its release, "Play It Again, Sam" was both a commercial success and a critical darling, solidifying

Woody Allen's place in the film industry.

Influence on Romantic Comedies

The film's unique blend of humor and introspection has influenced the romantic comedy genre:

- Character-Driven Narrative: "Play It Again, Sam" emphasizes character development over plot-driven
storytelling, a trend that many later romantic comedies would adopt.
- Neurotic Heroes: Allan Felix paved the way for future neurotic protagonists, impacting filmmakers and

actors who sought to capture the complexities of modern love.



Woody Allen's Career

The success of "Play It Again, Sam" helped propel Allen's career:

- Directorial Debut: The film marked a turning point for Allen, showcasing his ability to blend humor
with profound themes, a hallmark of his subsequent works.
- Collaborations: The film also strengthened his partnership with Diane Keaton, leading to several

iconic films throughout the 1970s and 1980s.

Conclusion

"Play It Again, Sam" remains a beloved classic that encapsulates Woody Allen's unique storytelling
style and his exploration of themes like love, friendship, and self-identity. The film's clever script,
memorable characters, and insightful commentary on romantic ideals continue to resonate with
audiences today. As Allen's career evolved, the impact of "Play It Again, Sam" set the stage for his
future endeavors, influencing a generation of filmmakers and redefining the romantic comedy genre.
Through its humor and poignancy, "Play It Again, Sam" serves as a timeless reminder of the

complexities of love and the importance of embracing one's vulnerabilities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Woody Allen's 'Play It Again, Sam'?

The main theme revolves around love, relationships, and the struggles of a man trying to navigate his

romantic life after a divorce, often with the help of his imagined version of Humphrey Bogart.



How does 'Play It Again, Sam' explore the concept of nostalgia?

The film uses nostalgia to highlight the protagonist's longing for the past, particularly in his idealization

of classic Hollywood and his desire to emulate the suave demeanor of Bogart's character.

What is the significance of Humphrey Bogart's character in the film?

Humphrey Bogart's character serves as a mentor and moral compass for Allen's character, providing

both comedic relief and a contrasting perspective on romance and masculinity.

What role does comedy play in 'Play It Again, Sam'?

Comedy plays a crucial role as it allows the film to address serious themes of insecurity and
unrequited love in a light-hearted manner, making the protagonist's struggles relatable and

entertaining.

How does Woody Allen's writing style influence the dialogue in 'Play It
Again, Sam'?

Allen's writing style is characterized by neurotic humor and witty banter, which creates an engaging
dialogue that reflects the inner thoughts and anxieties of the characters, making their interactions both

humorous and poignant.

What are some key differences between the film and the original stage
play of 'Play It Again, Sam'?
The film adaptation includes expanded scenes, additional characters, and visual storytelling elements

that are not present in the stage play, allowing for a richer exploration of the protagonist's inner life.

Why is 'Play It Again, Sam' considered a significant work in Woody



Allen's filmography?

It marks a pivotal point in Allen's career, showcasing his unique blend of humor and introspection, and
establishing themes that would recur in his later works, solidifying his status as a leading voice in

American cinema.
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