
pittsburgh penguins jersey number
history
pittsburgh penguins jersey number history is a fascinating journey through
the legacy of one of the NHL’s most storied franchises. Since their inception
in 1967, the Pittsburgh Penguins have seen a variety of legendary players don
numbers that have become iconic symbols of the team’s success and culture.
The evolution of jersey numbers in Pittsburgh reflects both the history of
the club and the impact of its greatest athletes. From the early days of the
franchise to the modern era, jersey numbers have carried significance,
representing player identity, team heritage, and fan loyalty. This article
explores the comprehensive history of Pittsburgh Penguins jersey numbers,
highlighting notable players, retired numbers, and the stories behind them.
The overview includes detailed accounts of number changes, memorable moments,
and how the Penguins’ jersey number history parallels the team’s growth and
achievements in the NHL.
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Origins and Early Years of Pittsburgh Penguins
Jersey Numbers
The Pittsburgh Penguins were established in 1967 as part of the NHL
expansion. During the initial years, jersey numbering was relatively
straightforward, with players typically assigned numbers based on position
and seniority. The earliest Penguins jerseys featured simple block numbers
ranging from single digits to the low 30s. In this formative period, numbers
served primarily functional purposes, with less emphasis on player branding
or legacy. However, even in these early years, certain numbers began to stand
out due to the performance of key players. These foundational years set the
stage for a rich jersey number heritage that would evolve alongside the
franchise’s successes and star players.



Number Assignments in the 1960s and 1970s
During the 1960s and 1970s, the Penguins assigned numbers largely without
much fanfare, focusing on practicality. Defensive players often wore numbers
in the 2 to 6 range, forwards carried numbers in the teens and twenties,
while goaltenders typically wore numbers 1 or 30. The early roster featured
players who would become fan favorites, such as #10 for Bob Woytowich and #16
for Jean Pronovost. Although these numbers were not yet iconic, they laid the
groundwork for future significance as the franchise matured.

Influence of NHL Numbering Conventions
The Penguins, like many NHL teams, generally followed league-wide trends in
numbering during the early decades. The NHL’s informal patterns influenced
number choices, with lower numbers often assigned to defensemen and
goaltenders, while forwards had a wider range of numbers. This period saw the
gradual emergence of player-specific numbers gaining identity beyond
positional norms, driven by standout performers who left their mark on the
franchise.

Legendary Players and Their Iconic Numbers
Throughout the Pittsburgh Penguins’ history, several players have
immortalized their jersey numbers through exceptional performance and
leadership. These numbers have become synonymous with the players’ legacies
and are celebrated by fans and the organization alike. The most iconic
numbers in Penguins history often represent players who helped define eras,
won championships, or set franchise records.

Mario Lemieux – Number 66
Mario Lemieux, widely considered one of the greatest hockey players of all
time, wore number 66 during his tenure with the Penguins. His jersey number
quickly became iconic, symbolizing excellence and perseverance. Lemieux’s
impact on the franchise was profound, leading the Penguins to multiple
Stanley Cup titles and setting numerous scoring records. The number 66 is
deeply ingrained in the team’s history and remains one of the most
recognizable numbers in NHL history.

Jaromir Jagr – Number 68
Another legendary figure, Jaromir Jagr, wore number 68 during his time with
the Penguins in the 1990s. Jagr’s number became associated with skillful play
and scoring prowess. His tenure contributed to the Penguins’ continued
success in the post-Lemieux era, and the number 68 has a special place in the
hearts of fans who witnessed his dynamic style on the ice.



Other Notable Jersey Numbers

Number 9 – Michel Briere, whose promising career was tragically cut
short, yet his number holds sentimental value.

Number 19 – Joe Mullen, a key contributor during the Penguins’ first
Stanley Cup victories.

Number 29 – Marc-Andre Fleury, a goaltender who became a franchise
cornerstone in the 2000s and 2010s.

Number 87 – Sidney Crosby, the modern face of the franchise and multiple
Stanley Cup champion.

Retired Numbers and Their Significance
The Pittsburgh Penguins have retired several jersey numbers to honor players
who made extraordinary contributions to the team and the sport. Retiring a
number is one of the highest honors a franchise can bestow, signifying that
no other player will wear that number again, preserving the player’s legacy
indefinitely.

Numbers Officially Retired by the Penguins
The Penguins have officially retired the following numbers:

Number 66 – Mario Lemieux

Number 99 – Wayne Gretzky (retired league-wide, though Gretzky never
played for Pittsburgh)

Number 35 – Marc-Andre Fleury (retired in recognition of his impact as a
long-term starting goaltender)

Number 19 – Michel Briere (retired posthumously)

The Process and Criteria for Retiring Numbers
The Penguins’ criteria for retiring numbers focus on a player’s overall
contributions, leadership, longevity, and impact on the franchise’s culture.
The organization also considers the player’s connection with fans and their
role in championship successes. This tradition helps maintain a strong sense
of history and respect within the team and its community.



Modern Era Jersey Numbers and Player Impact
In recent decades, jersey numbers have continued to hold significant meaning
for the Pittsburgh Penguins as the team has evolved. Modern players often
choose numbers that reflect their personal identity or pay homage to past
legends. The Penguins’ modern era has seen new icons emerge, each associated
with specific numbers that fans eagerly recognize.

Sidney Crosby and Number 87
Sidney Crosby’s number 87 has become a defining symbol of the Penguins’
recent success. Drafted first overall in 2005, Crosby quickly established
himself as one of the NHL’s premier talents. Number 87 is now synonymous with
leadership, skill, and multiple Stanley Cup championships. Crosby’s influence
extends beyond the ice, cementing number 87 as a modern-day icon for the
franchise.

Evgeni Malkin and Number 71
Evgeni Malkin, another key figure in the Penguins’ modern era, wears number
71. Malkin’s combination of size, skill, and scoring ability has made him a
fan favorite. His jersey number is recognized as a symbol of the team’s
sustained competitive edge and championship pedigree.

Other Noteworthy Modern Numbers

Number 58 – Kris Letang, a defensive stalwart and multiple-time All-
Star.

Number 59 – Jake Guentzel, known for his clutch playoff performances.

Number 71 – Evgeni Malkin, representing elite offensive production and
leadership.

Number Traditions and Changes Over Time
The Pittsburgh Penguins jersey number history also includes noteworthy
traditions and changes that reflect broader trends in the NHL and specific
team policies. While some numbers remain constant, others have been
reassigned or adjusted to accommodate new players or honor special
circumstances.



Number Reassignments and Legacy Considerations
Over time, certain jersey numbers have been reassigned to new players, often
with careful consideration of the previous wearer’s legacy. The Penguins
strive to maintain respect for retired numbers while allowing active players
to forge their own identities. This balance helps preserve the team’s history
while encouraging growth and new traditions.

Special Edition Jerseys and Number Variations
In addition to standard jersey numbers, the Penguins have occasionally worn
special edition jerseys for events like the Winter Classic or alternate
uniform releases. These occasions sometimes feature unique number fonts or
styles, adding a modern twist to the classic numbers. Such variations
contribute to the evolving story of the Penguins’ jersey number history.

Fan Engagement and Merchandise
Jersey numbers play a crucial role in fan engagement, with supporters often
purchasing jerseys bearing the numbers of their favorite players. The
Penguins’ marketing and merchandise strategies leverage the history and
popularity of certain numbers to strengthen fan loyalty and celebrate the
franchise’s heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first player to wear the Pittsburgh
Penguins jersey number 66?
The Pittsburgh Penguins' most famous number 66 was worn by Mario Lemieux, who
began wearing it when he joined the team in 1984.

Has any Pittsburgh Penguins player had their jersey
number retired?
Yes, the Pittsburgh Penguins have retired several jersey numbers, including
Mario Lemieux's 66, Jaromir Jagr's 68, and Ron Francis's 10.

Which number is considered iconic for the Pittsburgh
Penguins franchise?
Number 66 is considered iconic for the Pittsburgh Penguins franchise,
primarily because of Mario Lemieux's legendary career with the team.



Have any players switched jersey numbers during
their time with the Penguins?
Yes, some players have switched numbers during their tenure with the
Penguins, often due to the arrival or departure of other players or personal
preference.

What is the significance of jersey number 87 for the
Pittsburgh Penguins?
Jersey number 87 is significant because it is worn by Sidney Crosby, one of
the greatest players in NHL history and a central figure in Penguins history.

Are there any numbers that the Pittsburgh Penguins
have never assigned?
While the Penguins have assigned most numbers, certain numbers are less
commonly used or have been unofficially avoided due to superstition or team
tradition.

When did the Penguins retire Mario Lemieux’s jersey
number 66?
The Penguins retired Mario Lemieux’s number 66 jersey in 2006, honoring his
immense contribution to the team both as a player and owner.

Did Jaromir Jagr wear the same number throughout his
time with the Penguins?
Yes, Jaromir Jagr consistently wore jersey number 68 during his time with the
Pittsburgh Penguins.

How has the Penguins' jersey number history
reflected the team's evolution?
The Penguins' jersey number history reflects the team's evolution by
highlighting the legacy of star players through retired numbers and the
changing of numbers with new player arrivals.

Are there any notable stories behind the selection
of certain jersey numbers in Penguins history?
Yes, for example, Sidney Crosby chose number 87 because he was born in 1987,
and Mario Lemieux's number 66 was inspired by his birth year, 1965, reversed.



Additional Resources
1. Frozen Legacy: The History of Pittsburgh Penguins Jersey Numbers
This book offers an in-depth look at the evolution of the Pittsburgh
Penguins' jersey numbers throughout the franchise's history. It explores the
significance behind each number, the players who wore them, and the moments
that made those numbers iconic. Fans will gain a new appreciation for the
team's rich heritage through detailed narratives and rare photographs.

2. Legends on Ice: The Story Behind Penguins’ Jersey Numbers
Delving into the stories of the greatest players who donned the Pittsburgh
Penguins jerseys, this book highlights the history and symbolism of each
number. It provides fascinating anecdotes about how numbers became synonymous
with hockey greatness in Pittsburgh. The book also examines how jersey
numbers have been retired and celebrated by the franchise.

3. Numbers and Names: The Pittsburgh Penguins’ Jersey Chronicles
This comprehensive chronicle traces the origins and changes in the Penguins'
jersey numbers from the team's inception to the present day. It discusses the
cultural and team dynamics influencing number selections and features
profiles of standout players. Rich with statistics and player interviews,
it’s a must-read for jersey enthusiasts.

4. Iconic Digits: Pittsburgh Penguins’ Jersey Number Milestones
Focusing on milestone moments connected to jersey numbers, this book
highlights key games, records, and achievements linked to specific numbers
worn by Penguins players. It showcases how certain numbers have become
emblematic of the franchise's success and resilience. The narrative is
supported by vivid illustrations and memorable game recaps.

5. From 1 to 99: A Complete Guide to Penguins Jersey Numbers
This guide serves as an encyclopedic reference for every jersey number ever
worn by a Pittsburgh Penguins player. It provides detailed player
biographies, number histories, and notable achievements associated with each
digit. Ideal for collectors and historians, the book includes rare
memorabilia images and expert commentary.

6. Black and Gold Tradition: The Evolution of Penguins’ Jersey Numbers
Exploring the cultural impact of the Penguins’ black and gold jerseys, this
book ties the evolution of jersey numbers to broader team identity and fan
culture. It reveals how numbers have reflected changes in team strategy and
player legacy. Personal stories from former players enrich the narrative,
making it an engaging read.

7. Jersey Numbers and Penguins Glory: A Historical Perspective
This historical perspective examines how Pittsburgh Penguins’ jersey numbers
have played a role in defining the team’s glory years. It tracks the careers
of legendary players whose numbers have become symbolic in the NHL. The book
also discusses the ceremonies and traditions surrounding number retirements.

8. Behind the Numbers: Stories of Pittsburgh Penguins’ Jersey Legends



This collection of stories focuses on the personal journeys of players
associated with key jersey numbers. Through interviews and archival research,
readers learn about the challenges and triumphs that shaped the Penguins’
history. The emotional connection between players, fans, and numbers is a
central theme.

9. Penguins’ Numbers Game: The Untold History of Jersey Digits
Uncovering lesser-known facts and trivia, this book reveals the untold
history behind many of the Penguins’ jersey numbers. It offers a unique look
at transitional periods, lesser-celebrated players, and the evolution of
jersey numbering conventions. Hockey fans will find engaging insights that
deepen their understanding of the team’s heritage.
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