peter gabriel tour history

Peter Gabriel tour history is a fascinating journey that showcases the evolution of one of
rock music's most innovative and influential artists. Since his early days with Genesis in the
late 1960s, through his successful solo career, Peter Gabriel has consistently pushed the
boundaries of music and performance art. This article delves into his extensive tour history,
highlighting significant tours, unique performances, and the evolution of his concert
experiences.

Early Years with Genesis

Peter Gabriel's career began as the frontman for the progressive rock band Genesis. His
theatrical performances and elaborate costumes set the stage for what would later become
a hallmark of his solo career. Gabriel's time with Genesis included several notable tours:

e 1970: The Nursery Cryme Tour - This was one of the band's first major tours,
promoting their album "Nursery Cryme." Gabriel's eccentric stage presence began to
capture audience attention.

¢ 1973: The Selling England by the Pound Tour - This tour marked a significant
turning point for Genesis, showcasing their growing popularity. Gabriel's storytelling
through music and theatricality became more pronounced.

* 1975: The Lamb Lies Down on Broadway Tour - Gabriel's final tour with Genesis

was a concept tour that featured elaborate stage sets and a narrative performance,
solidifying his reputation as a performer.

After leaving Genesis in 1975, Gabriel embarked on a solo career that would see him
develop a unique musical identity.

Solo Career and Early Tours

Peter Gabriel's debut solo album, released in 1977, was followed by a series of tours that
showcased his evolving sound and artistic vision. Notable tours from this period include:

The Peter Gabriel Tour (1977-1978)

This tour supported his self-titled debut album, often referred to as "Car" due to its iconic
cover art. Gabriel's performances during this period were marked by a blend of rock, world
music influences, and personal storytelling.



1978: The "Second" Tour

Following the success of his second album, "Scratch," Gabriel embarked on another tour

that further established his reputation as a live performer. The concerts featured a mix of
new material and songs from his first album, with a focus on improvisation and audience

interaction.

The 1980s: Breakthrough and Global Recognition

The 1980s marked a significant era in Peter Gabriel's career, characterized by commercial
success and cultural impact. His tours during this decade introduced innovative technology
and elaborate stage designs.

1980: The "US" Tour

One of Gabriel's most ambitious projects was the "US" tour in support of his alboum "So"
(1986). This tour featured state-of-the-art visual effects and a diverse setlist, including hits
like "Sledgehammer," "Big Time," and "In Your Eyes." The tour was a commercial success
and helped Gabriel reach a wider audience, showcasing his knack for blending music with
performance art.

1987: The "So" Tour

Following the success of "So," Gabriel launched another tour that further emphasized his
commitment to visual storytelling. With elaborate stage setups and a focus on themes of
social justice, these performances were not just concerts but immersive experiences.
Gabriel's collaboration with world musicians and dancers added a unique flavor to the
shows.

The 1990s: Further Exploration and Diverse
Collaborations

In the 1990s, Gabriel continued to evolve as an artist, exploring new musical genres and
collaborating with various musicians and artists.

1992: The "Secret World Live" Tour

The "Secret World Live" tour is one of Gabriel's most celebrated tours. It featured a diverse
lineup of musicians and showcased Gabriel's commitment to global music influences. The



performances were known for their theatricality and visual artistry, capturing the essence
of Gabriel's innovative spirit.

1994: The "Growing Up" Tour

Following the release of "Up," Gabriel embarked on the "Growing Up" tour, which was
marked by a strong thematic narrative. The tour featured a unique stage design that
allowed for a more intimate connection with the audience. Gabriel experimented with new
technologies, including video and multimedia elements, to enhance the concert experience.

The 2000s and Beyond: Reinventing the Live
Experience

As the new millennium approached, Peter Gabriel continued to redefine his approach to live
performances.

2002: The "New Blood" Tour

The "New Blood" tour showcased orchestral arrangements of Gabriel's classic songs. This
project was a departure from his typical rock band setup, highlighting the depth and
complexity of his music. The collaboration with an orchestra allowed for a fresh
interpretation of his iconic catalog.

2010: The "Scratch My Back" Tour

In 2010, Gabriel embarked on the "Scratch My Back" tour, which focused on his
reinterpretations of songs by other artists. The tour featured orchestral arrangements and
demonstrated Gabriel's unique ability to reimagine existing works. The performances
emphasized his artistic vision and showcased his vocal prowess.

Recent Years: Continued Innovation and
Engagement

In the past decade, Gabriel has continued to tour, often focusing on themes of social
change and community engagement.



2016: The "Back to Front" Tour

This tour celebrated the 25th anniversary of the album "So," featuring a full performance of
the album along with other classics. The tour included stunning visual elements, and
Gabriel's continued commitment to social issues was evident in his engagement with
audiences.

2023: The "i/o" Tour

In 2023, Peter Gabriel announced the "i/o" tour, supporting his long-awaited album of the
same name. The tour has been characterized by its innovative use of technology, including
augmented reality and interactive elements designed to engage audiences in new ways.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Innovation

Peter Gabriel's tour history is a testament to his artistic evolution and unwavering
commitment to innovation. From his early days with Genesis to his solo performances,
Gabriel has consistently redefined the concert experience. His ability to blend music with
visual artistry and storytelling has left an indelible mark on the world of live performance.

As Gabriel continues to tour and create music, his legacy as a pioneering artist remains
intact. Fans can look forward to more groundbreaking performances that challenge the
norms of concert experiences, ensuring that his journey through music remains dynamic
and inspiring for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the name of Peter Gabriel's first solo tour?

Peter Gabriel's first solo tour was called the 'Peter Gabriel Tour' in 1977, supporting his self-
titled debut album.

When did Peter Gabriel first tour with the 'So' album?

Peter Gabriel first toured with the 'So' album in 1987, which featured hits like
‘Sledgehammer' and 'Big Time'.

Which tour was Peter Gabriel's first to include elaborate
stage production and visuals?

The 'Us' tour in 1993 was Peter Gabriel's first to include elaborate stage production and
visual effects.



What was unique about Peter Gabriel's 'Growing Up'
tour?

The 'Growing Up' tour in 2003 featured a uniqgue concept where Gabriel performed songs in
a circular stage setting, encouraging audience interaction.

Which notable festival did Peter Gabriel perform at in
20107?

In 2010, Peter Gabriel performed at the 'WOMAD' festival, which he founded in 1982 to
celebrate world music.

What was the focus of Peter Gabriel's 'Back to Front'
tour?

The 'Back to Front' tour in 2014 focused on performing his iconic 'So' album in its entirety,
celebrating its 25th anniversary.

Has Peter Gabriel ever collaborated with other artists
during his tours?

Yes, Peter Gabriel has collaborated with various artists during his tours, such as during the
'‘Secret World Live' tour in the early 1990s.

What is the significance of the 'New Blood' tour in Peter
Gabriel's career?

The 'New Blood' tour, which began in 2010, was significant as it featured orchestral
arrangements of Gabriel's classic songs, showcasing his musical evolution.
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