
pedal steel guitar tuning chart
pedal steel guitar tuning chart is an essential reference for both beginners and experienced
players seeking to understand the complex tuning systems of this unique instrument. This article
provides an in-depth exploration of pedal steel guitar tunings, focusing on the most popular and
widely used configurations. Understanding a pedal steel guitar tuning chart is crucial for mastering
the instrument’s distinctive sound and for efficiently navigating its pedals and knee levers. This
guide covers standard tuning charts, alternative tunings, and tips on how to read and apply these
charts to improve playing technique and musicality. Additionally, it addresses the role of pedals and
levers in altering string pitches and enhancing harmonic possibilities. By the end, readers will have
a comprehensive understanding of how to utilize pedal steel guitar tuning charts to optimize their
performance and musical expression.
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Understanding Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning Chart Basics
A pedal steel guitar tuning chart visually represents the standard tuning notes of each string on the
instrument, as well as the changes that occur when pedals and knee levers are engaged. Unlike
standard guitars, pedal steel guitars have multiple strings (usually 10 or more) and a complex
system of pedals and knee levers that raise or lower string pitches. The tuning chart serves as a
fundamental tool in understanding how these components interact to produce the unique and
versatile sounds associated with the pedal steel guitar.

The tuning chart typically displays string numbers, their open string notes, and how each pedal or
lever affects these notes. Familiarity with this chart is vital for players who want to efficiently utilize
the instrument’s mechanical features to achieve desired musical effects.

Components of a Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning Chart
Most pedal steel guitar tuning charts include the following components:

String Number: Indicates the order of strings from the closest to the player to the farthest.

Open String Notes: The pitch of each string when no pedals or levers are engaged.

Pedal and Lever Effects: How each pedal or knee lever changes the pitch of specific strings,



often raising or lowering by a half or whole step.

Tuning Key: Specifies whether the tuning is in standard pitch (e.g., E9, C6) or a variation.

Common Pedal Steel Guitar Tunings
The most widely used pedal steel guitar tuning charts are the E9 and C6 tunings. These tunings are
often considered standards in country, western swing, jazz, and other genres where the pedal steel
guitar is prominent. Each tuning has its unique characteristics, string arrangements, and pedal
functions.

E9 Tuning
The E9 tuning is the most popular tuning for pedal steel guitars, especially in country music. It is
known for its bright, clear sound, which lends itself well to melodic leads and smooth chord
transitions. The E9 tuning usually features ten strings tuned to an E major scale with modifications
to facilitate pedal and lever changes.

A typical E9 tuning chart includes the following open string notes (from string 1 to 10):

F#1.

D#2.

G#3.

E4.

B5.

G#6.

F#7.

E8.

D9.

B10.

This tuning allows pedals to raise the pitch of specific strings, enabling classic pedal steel
techniques such as pedal bends and smooth glides.



C6 Tuning
The C6 tuning is favored for its rich, jazzy tone and is often used on double-neck pedal steel guitars.
This tuning offers a more complex harmonic palette and is suited for jazz, western swing, and
Hawaiian music. The C6 tuning generally features ten strings tuned to notes that emphasize the C6
chord’s intervals.

A typical C6 tuning chart lists the open strings as follows:

G1.

E2.

C3.

A4.

G5.

E6.

C7.

A8.

F9.

D10.

This tuning supports intricate chord voicings and pedal combinations that enrich the harmonic
texture.

Reading and Using a Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning Chart
Interpreting a pedal steel guitar tuning chart requires understanding the relationship between
string numbers, note names, and the effect of pedals and knee levers. Mastery of this chart aids in
learning finger placements, pedal combinations, and creating smooth transitions within songs.

Step-by-Step Guide to Reading the Chart
To effectively use a pedal steel guitar tuning chart, follow these steps:

Identify the Strings: Locate the string numbers on the chart, typically arranged from the1.
highest-pitched string (closest to the player) to the lowest.

Note the Open String Pitches: Study the open string notes before any pedals or levers are2.
applied.



Examine Pedal and Lever Effects: Observe how each pedal or knee lever alters the pitch of3.
particular strings, noting the direction and interval of change.

Practice Pedal Combinations: Use the chart to experiment with different pedal and lever4.
combinations to understand their harmonic impact.

Apply in Playing: Utilize the chart as a reference during practice to reinforce muscle memory5.
and improve accuracy in pedal and lever use.

Tips for Effective Use

Keep the tuning chart accessible while practicing to reinforce learning.

Label pedals and levers on the instrument to match their corresponding notes on the chart.

Regularly tune the instrument according to the chart to maintain accurate pitch.

Use the chart to explore alternative tunings and expand musical possibilities.

Pedals and Knee Levers: Their Impact on Tuning
Pedal steel guitars are distinguished by their pedals and knee levers, which modify string pitches to
create smooth pitch bends and complex chords. Understanding how these mechanical components
interact with the tuning chart is essential for mastering the instrument.

How Pedals Affect String Tuning
Each pedal on a pedal steel guitar is connected to one or more strings, raising or lowering their
pitch by specific intervals. For example, in an E9 tuning, the A and B pedals typically raise the
pitches of certain strings by a whole step, allowing players to achieve classic country steel guitar
licks.

Pedal assignments and their effects are clearly indicated on a tuning chart, showing which strings
are affected and by how much. This information enables players to anticipate the tonal changes
resulting from pedal use.

Knee Levers and Pitch Alterations
Knee levers operate similarly to pedals but are controlled by the player’s knees. These levers add
further pitch variation options and allow for more intricate musical expression. Knee levers often
lower the pitch of strings by a half step or raise them by a half step, depending on the setup.

The tuning chart provides a detailed map of knee lever effects, illustrating how each lever alters



specific strings. This knowledge is crucial for integrating knee lever use into playing techniques.

Alternative and Custom Tuning Options
While E9 and C6 tunings dominate the pedal steel guitar landscape, many players experiment with
alternative and custom tunings to suit specific musical styles or personal preferences. These tunings
can be reflected in specialized pedal steel guitar tuning charts.

Popular Alternative Tunings
Some alternative tunings include:

B6 Tuning: A variation of C6 tuning that emphasizes a different tonal center.

Universal Tuning: A hybrid tuning combining elements of E9 and C6 to offer versatility on a
single neck.

Double Neck Custom Tunings: Customized tunings tailored for specific genres, such as jazz
or Hawaiian music.

These alternative tunings require custom pedal and lever setups, which are documented in
corresponding tuning charts to help players navigate their unique configurations.

Creating a Custom Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning Chart
Musicians seeking unique sounds can design their own tuning charts by:

Choosing base open string notes aligned with their musical goals.1.

Assigning pedal and lever functions to suit desired pitch changes.2.

Documenting the setup in a clear, organized chart for easy reference.3.

Testing and refining the tuning through practice and performance.4.

Custom tuning charts empower players to push the boundaries of pedal steel guitar music, adapting
the instrument to new harmonic and melodic possibilities.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a pedal steel guitar tuning chart?
A pedal steel guitar tuning chart is a reference guide that shows the standard tunings for the strings
of a pedal steel guitar, including the pitch of each string and the effects of engaging pedals and knee
levers.

What is the most common tuning for a pedal steel guitar?
The most common tuning for a pedal steel guitar is the E9 tuning, which is typically used for country
and western music. It features a high-pitched tuning with specific pedal and lever changes.

How do pedals and knee levers affect the tuning on a pedal
steel guitar?
Pedals and knee levers change the pitch of specific strings by raising or lowering them, allowing the
player to create chord changes and melodic variations without moving their hands.

Are there alternative tunings to E9 for pedal steel guitar?
Yes, another popular tuning is C6, which is often used for jazz and Western swing styles. Players
may also customize tunings based on their musical preferences.

Where can I find a printable pedal steel guitar tuning chart?
Printable pedal steel guitar tuning charts are available on many online resources including music
education websites, pedal steel guitar forums, and manufacturer websites.

How often should I check my pedal steel guitar tuning?
Due to the complexity of the instrument and the tension changes from pedals and levers, it's
recommended to check and adjust tuning before each practice or performance session.

Can I use a standard guitar tuner to tune my pedal steel
guitar?
Yes, you can use a standard chromatic guitar tuner to tune each string to the correct pitch indicated
on the tuning chart. However, specialized pedal steel tuners or apps may provide enhanced
accuracy.

What do the numbers and letters on a pedal steel tuning chart
represent?
The letters represent the musical notes assigned to each string, while the numbers often indicate the
string order or the pedal/lever assignments that alter the pitch.



Additional Resources
1. The Complete Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning Guide
This comprehensive book covers various pedal steel guitar tunings used by professionals around the
world. It includes detailed charts and explanations of standard and alternate tunings, helping
players understand the mechanics and musical applications of each setup. Beginners and advanced
players alike will find this guide invaluable for expanding their tonal palette.

2. Mastering Pedal Steel: Tuning and Technique
Focused on tuning precision and playing techniques, this book dives deep into the intricacies of
pedal steel guitar setups. It offers step-by-step instructions on how to tune your instrument
accurately and maintain stable intonation. Additionally, it provides exercises to develop muscle
memory for pedal and lever combinations.

3. The Pedal Steel Guitar Tuner’s Handbook
A specialized manual dedicated entirely to tuning pedal steel guitars, this book breaks down the
process into easy-to-follow sections. It includes diagrams, charts, and troubleshooting tips for
common tuning issues. Readers will also learn how to customize tunings to fit different musical
styles and personal preferences.

4. Alternate Tunings for Pedal Steel Guitar
This book explores a variety of non-standard tunings that broaden the creative possibilities of the
pedal steel guitar. Each tuning is accompanied by a detailed chart and suggestions for chord
voicings and scales. Perfect for players looking to innovate and personalize their sound.

5. Pedal Steel Guitar: From Standard to Specialty Tunings
Covering everything from the classic E9 and C6 tunings to rare and experimental setups, this text
serves as a definitive reference. It explains the history and musical context behind each tuning,
helping players choose the right one for their style. The book also includes maintenance tips to keep
your instrument in top shape.

6. Essential Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning Charts
Designed as a quick-reference guide, this book compiles the most common and useful pedal steel
tunings into clear, easy-to-read charts. It’s ideal for players who want a handy resource during
practice or performance. Additional sections cover tuning theory and how to adapt charts for
different pedal configurations.

7. The Art of Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning
This artistic approach to tuning emphasizes the tonal colors and emotional expression achievable
through different setups. Readers will find discussions on how tuning influences mood and genre,
along with charts and examples from renowned pedal steel players. The book combines technical
advice with musical inspiration.

8. Pedal Steel Guitar Setup and Tuning Essentials
A practical guide that focuses on the technical side of tuning, including string gauges, pedal
adjustments, and tuning stability. It provides detailed charts for various tunings and explains how to
set up your pedal steel for optimal playability. The book also addresses common mechanical issues
related to tuning.

9. Innovative Pedal Steel Tunings and Charts
Highlighting cutting-edge and experimental tuning methods, this book encourages players to push



the boundaries of traditional pedal steel sounds. It features unique charts and exercises designed to
develop new musical ideas. A perfect resource for adventurous musicians seeking fresh inspiration.
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