orton gillingham training chicago

Orton Gillingham training Chicago is an essential program designed to provide
educators and parents with effective strategies for teaching children with dyslexia and
other reading difficulties. The Orton-Gillingham approach emphasizes a structured, multi-
sensory, and systematic way of teaching reading and writing, making it a powerful tool for
improving literacy skills. This article explores the significance of Orton-Gillingham training
in Chicago, the curriculum, the benefits of the training, and how interested individuals can
access these programs.

Understanding the Orton-Gillingham Approach

The Orton-Gillingham approach is a research-based method that was developed in the
1930s by Dr. Samuel Orton and Anna Gillingham. It is specifically desighed to address the
needs of individuals with dyslexia and other learning differences by focusing on the
following key principles:

1. Multi-Sensory Learning

This approach incorporates visual, auditory, and kinesthetic modalities to aid learning. For
instance, students may be encouraged to:

- Trace letters while saying the sounds aloud.
- Use colored tiles or blocks to build words.
- Engage in activities that involve movement, such as air writing or using large gestures.

2. Structured and Sequential Instruction

The Orton-Gillingham method follows a logical sequence that builds on previously learned
concepts. This systematic instruction helps students grasp the complexities of the English
language more effectively. The sequence typically includes:

- Phonemic awareness

- Phonics

- Vocabulary development
- Reading comprehension
- Writing skills

3. Individualized Instruction

Every student has unique learning needs. The Orton-Gillingham approach allows educators
to tailor their instruction based on the individual strengths and weaknesses of each student.



This personalized approach is crucial in helping students overcome their challenges and
progress at their own pace.

The Importance of Orton-Gillingham Training in
Chicago

In Chicago, the need for effective reading instruction has grown significantly due to
increasing awareness of learning differences such as dyslexia. Here are some reasons why
Orton-Gillingham training is vital in this urban environment:

1. Addressing the Literacy Gap

Research indicates that a significant percentage of children struggle with reading
proficiency. Learning disabilities often go unrecognized, leading to lasting impacts on
academic achievement. Orton-Gillingham training equips educators with the skills to
identify and support students with dyslexia, helping to close the literacy gap.

2. Professional Development for Educators

Teachers in Chicago can greatly benefit from Orton-Gillingham training. The program
provides professional development that enhances their teaching strategies and equips
them with the tools necessary to help struggling readers. Educators who are trained in this
method can:

- Implement effective literacy programs.

- Gain confidence in addressing diverse learning needs.
- Collaborate with special education professionals to support students.

3. Empowering Parents

Parents who participate in Orton-Gillingham training learn how to support their children’s
literacy development at home. This training can help parents:

- Understand their child's learning difficulties.
- Use effective strategies to reinforce what their children learn in school.
- Advocate for appropriate educational resources and support.

Curriculum Overview

Orton-Gillingham training in Chicago typically follows a comprehensive curriculum that



includes several key components:

1. Theory and Background

Participants learn about the historical context and theoretical foundations of the Orton-
Gillingham approach. This includes understanding dyslexia and other reading challenges, as
well as the neurological basis of reading.

2. Multi-Sensory Techniques

The training focuses heavily on multi-sensory teaching methods. Educators practice various
techniques that they can immediately implement in their classrooms. This hands-on
approach ensures that participants feel confident using these strategies with their students.

3. Lesson Planning and Implementation

Participants are guided in developing lesson plans that incorporate Orton-Gillingham
principles. This includes:

- Structuring lessons for different age groups.

- Creating engaging activities that promote learning.
- Assessing student progress and adjusting instruction accordingly.

4. Practicum Experience

Many training programs offer a practicum component, allowing participants to observe and
practice Orton-Gillingham methods in real classroom settings. This practical experience
reinforces learning and builds confidence in applying the techniques.

Benefits of Orton-Gillingham Training

Investing in Orton-Gillingham training offers numerous benefits for educators, parents, and
ultimately, students:

1. Improved Literacy Outcomes

Students who receive instruction based on the Orton-Gillingham approach often show
significant improvements in reading fluency, comprehension, and writing skills. By using
proven strategies, educators can help students achieve academic success.



2. Increased Confidence and Independence

As students learn to read and write more effectively, they gain confidence in their abilities.
This newfound self-esteem can lead to increased motivation and a greater willingness to
participate in classroom activities.

3. Collaborative Learning Environment

Orton-Gillingham training fosters collaboration among educators, parents, and specialists.
This team approach ensures that students receive consistent support and reinforcement
across different settings.

4. Long-Term Impact

The skills acquired through Orton-Gillingham training not only benefit students in their early
education but also lay a strong foundation for future academic pursuits. Proficient reading
skills are essential for success in higher education and beyond.

Accessing Orton-Gillingham Training in Chicago

Individuals interested in Orton-Gillingham training in Chicago have several options to
explore:

1. Universities and Colleges

Many institutions of higher education in Chicago offer Orton-Gillingham certification
programs as part of their education or special education departments. These programs
typically include coursework, hands-on training, and opportunities for practicum
experience.

2. Professional Development Organizations

Various organizations specialize in literacy training and professional development for
educators. These organizations often provide workshops, seminars, and online courses on
the Orton-Gillingham approach.

3. Dyslexia Advocacy Groups

Non-profit organizations dedicated to supporting individuals with dyslexia often offer



training sessions and resources for educators and parents. These groups may provide
scholarships or financial assistance to help individuals access training.

4. Online Training Options

With the rise of digital learning, many Orton-Gillingham training programs are now available
online. This flexibility allows educators and parents to complete training at their own pace
and convenience.

Conclusion

Orton-Gillingham training in Chicago is a critical resource for educators, parents, and
students facing the challenges of dyslexia and other reading difficulties. By equipping
individuals with the knowledge and skills necessary to implement this effective approach,
we canh create a more inclusive educational environment that fosters literacy success for all
learners. As awareness of learning differences continues to grow, the importance of Orton-
Gillingham training will undoubtedly expand, ultimately benefiting countless children in the
Chicago community and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Orton-Gillingham training?

Orton-Gillingham training is a structured, multisensory approach to teaching reading and
writing, specifically designed for individuals with dyslexia and other reading difficulties.

Where can | find Orton-Gillingham training programs in
Chicago?

In Chicago, various organizations and educational institutions offer Orton-Gillingham
training programs, including local tutoring centers, universities, and specialized dyslexia
training organizations.

Who should consider taking Orton-Gillingham training
in Chicago?

Teachers, special educators, reading specialists, and anyone interested in supporting
students with dyslexia or reading challenges should consider Orton-Gillingham training.

What are the benefits of Orton-Gillingham training?

Benefits include effective teaching strategies for dyslexic students, improved reading
comprehension skills, and enhanced confidence in both educators and students.



How long does Orton-Gillingham training typically take?

The duration of Orton-Gillingham training varies, but it typically involves a series of
workshops or courses that can range from a few days to several months, depending on the
level of certification sought.

Is Orton-Gillingham training evidence-based?

Yes, Orton-Gillingham training is based on research and evidence supporting its
effectiveness in teaching individuals with dyslexia and is widely recognized in the field of
special education.

Are there online options for Orton-Gillingham training
in Chicago?

Yes, many organizations offer online Orton-Gillingham training options, allowing
participants from Chicago and beyond to access quality instruction remotely.
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