
original version of the three little pigs
The original version of the three little pigs offers a captivating glimpse into the folk tales
that have shaped children's literature. While many know the sanitized story where the pigs
triumph over the Big Bad Wolf, the original narratives reveal a more complex and
sometimes darker tale. This article delves into the origins, variations, and moral lessons of
the original version, shedding light on how folklore has evolved over time.

Origins of the Tale

The story of the three little pigs is believed to have originated in Europe, with roots
tracing back to the 19th century. The most recognized version was popularized by English
author Joseph Jacobs in 1890, but earlier iterations existed in oral traditions. These tales
were a means of entertainment, education, and social commentary, often reflecting the
values and fears of the communities from which they emerged.

Historical Context

The original narrative was not merely a children's story; it served several purposes:

1. Cautionary Tale: The tale warned against the consequences of laziness and the
importance of hard work.
2. Social Commentary: The pigs represented different social classes, illustrating the divide
between the industrious and the idle.
3. Cultural Values: The story emphasized the virtues of diligence and foresight, qualities
that were highly regarded in society.

Early Versions and Variations

While Jacobs’ rendition is the most famous, many variations of the story exist. Some
notable ones include:

- The Pig's Death: In some versions, the wolf is successful in his pursuit, leading to the
demise of at least one pig, conveying a grimmer message.
- Pigs' Personalities: The pigs often have distinct personalities that reflect their choices.
The first pig, who builds a house of straw, is portrayed as carefree and reckless. The
second pig, with a house of sticks, represents those who make half-hearted efforts. The
third pig, who builds a sturdy brick house, symbolizes diligence and foresight.
- Role of the Wolf: In some narratives, the wolf is not merely a villain but a complex
character with motivations that can evoke sympathy.



The Plot of the Original Version

The original version unfolds with three pigs leaving home to build their houses. Each pig
chooses different materials based on their personality and work ethic. The plot typically
follows this structure:

1. Departure: The three pigs leave their mother’s home to seek fortune.
2. House Construction:
- The first pig builds a house of straw quickly and with little effort.
- The second pig constructs a house of sticks, slightly more durable but still lacking
substantial effort.
- The third pig takes time to build a house of bricks, ensuring it is strong and secure.
3. The Wolf’s Arrival: The wolf arrives, first at the straw house. After the pig refuses to let
him in, the wolf huffs and puffs, blowing the house down. The first pig flees to the second
pig’s house.
4. Confrontation with the Second House: The wolf follows and repeats his actions,
ultimately destroying the stick house. The two pigs run to the safety of the third pig’s
brick house.
5. Final Showdown: The wolf attempts to blow down the brick house but fails. In some
versions, he tries to enter through the chimney, leading to various outcomes, including his
defeat.

Moral Lessons

The original version of the tale conveys several moral lessons, often interpreted differently
depending on the cultural context:

- Hard Work Pays Off: The diligent pig who builds a sturdy house ultimately survives,
while the others suffer the consequences of their laziness.
- Caution Against Temptation: The first two pigs’ quick and easy choices lead them to
danger, highlighting the risks of taking shortcuts in life.
- Community and Support: The tale also emphasizes the importance of family and
community, as the two pigs seek refuge in their brother’s home.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in the story provides insight into its deeper themes and
messages.

The Three Pigs

1. The First Pig: Often depicted as carefree and impulsive, the first pig represents those
who prioritize immediate gratification over long-term success.
2. The Second Pig: This pig is slightly more responsible but still lacks the commitment



needed to ensure safety and stability. He symbolizes the pitfalls of mediocrity.
3. The Third Pig: The embodiment of hard work and perseverance, the third pig serves as
a role model for children, demonstrating that diligence and determination yield success.

The Big Bad Wolf

The wolf is the antagonist whose motivations can vary across versions:

- Predator: In many stories, the wolf is simply a predator seeking to eat the pigs,
representing dangers that lurk in the world.
- Symbol of Consequences: In some interpretations, the wolf symbolizes the consequences
of poor choices, as the pigs’ initial decisions lead them to him.

Modern Adaptations and Impact

The original version of the three little pigs has inspired countless adaptations across
various media, including books, cartoons, and films. Each adaptation typically maintains
the core themes while introducing contemporary elements.

Literary Adaptations

Modern retellings often offer new perspectives on the classic tale:

- Different Narratives: Some authors choose to narrate the story from the wolf’s point of
view, exploring themes of misunderstanding and prejudice.
- Reimagined Endings: Variations may include alternative endings where the pigs outsmart
the wolf or where they learn the importance of unity and cooperation.

Film and Theatre

The story has also made its way to the screen and stage:

- Animated Films: Animated adaptations often simplify the story, making it more suitable
for younger audiences while preserving the core moral lessons.
- Musicals: Stage adaptations frequently incorporate music and dance, allowing for a more
engaging experience that emphasizes themes of hard work and resilience.

Conclusion

The original version of the three little pigs is a rich tapestry of folklore that provides
valuable lessons for both children and adults. Through its characters and plot, it explores



themes of hard work, the consequences of choices, and the importance of family. As the
tale continues to be adapted and retold across generations, its fundamental messages
remain relevant, reminding us that diligence, foresight, and community are timeless
virtues. The evolution of this story also highlights the power of folklore in reflecting
societal values, fears, and aspirations, ensuring that the legacy of the three little pigs
endures in the hearts and minds of audiences worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the original version of 'The Three Little Pigs'?
The original version of 'The Three Little Pigs' is a folk tale that tells the story of three pigs
who build their houses out of different materials: straw, sticks, and bricks. A hungry wolf
attempts to blow down their houses to eat them, but only the brick house withstands his
efforts.

How does the original story of 'The Three Little Pigs'
differ from modern adaptations?
In the original story, the focus is on the consequences of hard work and the importance of
building a sturdy home. Modern adaptations often add humor, character development, or
different perspectives, such as portraying the wolf in a more sympathetic light.

What moral lessons can be learned from the original
'Three Little Pigs'?
The original tale teaches lessons about the value of hard work, planning for the future,
and the idea that preparation and resilience can help overcome challenges.

Who are the main characters in the original 'Three
Little Pigs'?
The main characters are the three pigs, each representing different attitudes towards
work and preparation, and the Big Bad Wolf, who symbolizes danger and the
consequences of laziness.

What materials do the pigs use to build their houses in
the original version?
In the original version, the first pig builds his house out of straw, the second pig uses
sticks, and the third pig constructs his house from bricks.

What happens to the first two pigs in the original story?
In the original tale, the wolf easily blows down the straw house and the stick house,



leading to the capture of the first two pigs. They seek refuge in the brick house of the
third pig, who successfully protects them.

Is the wolf portrayed as purely evil in the original story?
While the wolf is the antagonist in the original story, some interpretations suggest that he
represents natural instincts and survival, prompting discussions about his character
beyond just being 'evil'.

How has the original 'Three Little Pigs' influenced
popular culture?
The original 'Three Little Pigs' has inspired numerous adaptations in books, films, and
theater, often reinterpreted to convey different messages, themes, or comedic elements,
making it a staple of children's literature.
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