original prisoner cell block h

Original Prisoner Cell Block H is an iconic structure that has captured the imagination of many
who have ventured into the world of true crime and paranormal phenomena. Located in the heart of
the historic city of Alton, Illinois, this former prison is renowned for its chilling atmosphere and
haunting tales of the past. Built in the late 19th century, the Original Prisoner Cell Block H has
become a major attraction for ghost hunters, history enthusiasts, and anyone curious about the
darker side of human experience. In this article, we will explore the rich history, architectural
significance, and paranormal activity associated with this unique location.

History of Original Prisoner Cell Block H

The Original Prisoner Cell Block H was constructed in 1869 and operated until 2002. It served as a
maximum-security prison for over 130 years, housing some of the most dangerous criminals of its
time. The facility was known for its strict regulations and harsh living conditions, which contributed to
the infamous reputation it garnered over the years.

Key Historical Events

1. Construction and Design: The prison was designed by architect William H. H. Hutton, featuring the
distinctive "cell block" style that became a model for many others throughout the country. The design
allowed for maximum security while also providing an efficient use of space.

2. Notable Inmates: Throughout its operational years, the prison housed several notorious inmates,
including murderers and gang members. The stories of these individuals have been passed down
through generations, adding to the mystique of the prison.

3. Closure and Preservation: The Original Prisoner Cell Block H closed its doors in 2002 due to
overcrowding and the shift toward more humane correctional facilities. However, rather than being

abandoned, the building has been preserved as a historical site and is now open for tours, attracting
visitors from all over.

Architectural Significance

The architectural elements of Original Prisoner Cell Block H are significant not only for their historical
value but also for their representation of 19th-century prison design. The structure embodies the
principles of the time, emphasizing security, surveillance, and control.

Design Features

- Cell Block Layout: The original cell block features a long corridor with individual cells on either side.



This design allowed guards to monitor inmates easily while minimizing the risk of escape.

- Materials Used: The prison was constructed using locally sourced materials, including limestone and
brick, which contribute to its imposing presence. The durability of these materials has allowed the
building to withstand the test of time.

- Natural Light: Despite being a prison, the design included large windows in the common areas,
allowing natural light to enter. This was a progressive idea for its time, reflecting a shift towards more
humane treatment of inmates.

Paranormal Activity

The Original Prisoner Cell Block H is not only a historical site but also a hotspot for paranormal
activity. Visitors and staff have reported numerous encounters with the supernatural, adding to the
allure of the location.

Common Experiences

1. Ghost Sightings: Numerous visitors have claimed to see apparitions of former inmates wandering
the halls. These sightings often occur in the cell block area, where the energy is said to be particularly
strong.

2. Unexplained Noises: Many guests have reported hearing strange sounds, including footsteps,
whispers, and even the clanging of cell doors. These sounds can often be heard during quiet moments
when the building is otherwise still.

3. Cold Spots: Visitors frequently experience sudden drops in temperature, often described as chilling
or eerie. These cold spots are typically associated with reported ghostly encounters.

4. Equipment Malfunctions: Paranormal investigators have noted that their electronic equipment, such

as cameras and audio recorders, often malfunctions when near certain areas of the prison. This
phenomenon has fueled speculation about the presence of spirits.

Visiting Original Prisoner Cell Block H

For those interested in exploring this fascinating piece of history, Original Prisoner Cell Block H offers
guided tours and special events throughout the year. Here are some tips for making the most of your
visit:

Planning Your Visit

- Tour Availability: Check the official website for current tour schedules and availability. Tours typically
run on weekends and may require advance booking.



- What to Expect: During the tour, knowledgeable guides share stories of the prison's history, notable
inmates, and reported paranormal encounters. Visitors are encouraged to ask questions and engage
with the material.

- Photography: Bring a camera to capture the unique architecture and atmosphere. However, be
mindful of any restrictions on photography in certain areas.

- Dress Appropriately: The prison can be cool and damp, so dressing in layers is advisable.
Comfortable shoes are also recommended as the tour involves walking through the facility.

Special Events

- Ghost Tours: For those intrigued by the paranormal, consider attending one of the special ghost
tours offered throughout the year. These tours often take place at night and focus on the supernatural
aspects of the prison.

- Historical Reenactments: Occasionally, the site hosts reenactments of significant events in the
prison's history, providing a unique glimpse into the past.

Conclusion

The Original Prisoner Cell Block H stands as a testament to the complex history of the American
penal system and the stories of those who inhabited its walls. Whether you are drawn to its
architectural beauty, its historical significance, or its paranormal reputation, a visit to this site is sure
to leave a lasting impression. From its chilling tales of inmates to the eerie encounters reported by
visitors, the Original Prisoner Cell Block H is a place where history and mystery intertwine, inviting
exploration and reflection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Original Prisoner Cell Block H'?

‘Original Prisoner Cell Block H' is an Australian television series that originally aired from 1979 to
1986. It is a drama series set in a women's prison and explores the lives of the inmates and prison
staff.

Why is 'Prisoner Cell Block H' considered a cult classic?

'Prisoner Cell Block H' is considered a cult classic due to its groundbreaking portrayal of strong female
characters, complex storylines, and its influence on later television dramas, as well as its dedicated
fanbase.



Who are some of the main characters in 'Original Prisoner Cell
Block H'?

Some of the main characters include Bea Smith, Franky Doyle, Lizzie Birdsworth, and Joan Ferguson,
each of whom brings unique storylines and depth to the series.

How did 'Prisoner Cell Block H' impact Australian television?

'Prisoner Cell Block H' had a significant impact on Australian television by challenging social norms,
addressing issues like feminism and LGBTQ+ rights, and paving the way for future dramas focused on
women's stories.

Is 'Original Prisoner Cell Block H' available for streaming?

Yes, 'Original Prisoner Cell Block H' is available for streaming on various platforms, allowing new
audiences to discover the series and its legacy.

What themes are explored in 'Prisoner Cell Block H'?

The series explores themes such as survival, friendship, betrayal, power dynamics, and the struggle
for justice within the prison system.

Did 'Prisoner Cell Block H' have any spin-offs or adaptations?

Yes, 'Prisoner Cell Block H' inspired several adaptations, including the successful reboot 'Wentworth',
which reimagines the original series with a modern twist.
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