original gone with the wind

Original Gone with the Wind is a sweeping historical novel that captures the tumultuous period of
the American Civil War and Reconstruction through the eyes of its headstrong heroine, Scarlett
O'Hara. Written by Margaret Mitchell and published in 1936, the book quickly rose to fame, earning
the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1937. Its rich narrative and complex characters have made it a staple
of American literature, while also sparking discussions about its portrayal of race, gender, and
societal norms. This article delves into the origins, themes, characters, and legacy of "Gone with the
Wind," exploring why it remains a significant cultural artifact to this day.

Origins of the Novel

Background of Margaret Mitchell

Margaret Mitchell was born on November 8, 1900, in Atlanta, Georgia. Growing up in the South
during a time of social upheaval, she was deeply influenced by the stories of her ancestors and the
historical events surrounding the Civil War. Mitchell's upbringing in a well-to-do family, coupled
with her exposure to the struggles of the South, shaped her worldview and informed her writing.

- Early Writing Career: Before penning "Gone with the Wind," Mitchell worked as a journalist and
wrote various short stories. However, her passion for storytelling would ultimately lead her to create
her magnum opus.

- Inspiration for the Novel: The idea for the novel came to Mitchell while she was recovering from an
injury. The character of Scarlett O'Hara was inspired by her grandmother and the stories of
Southern women during the Civil War.

Publishing Journey

The road to publication for "Gone with the Wind" was fraught with challenges. After completing the
manuscript in 1935, Mitchell faced multiple rejections from publishers who were uncertain about its
commercial viability. However, once it was finally published in 1936, the book became an instant
bestseller.

- Initial Reception: The novel's portrayal of the Old South and its characters resonated with readers,
leading to massive sales and widespread acclaim.

- Pulitzer Prize: In 1937, Mitchell was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, cementing her status as
a significant literary figure.

Plot Overview

"Gone with the Wind" chronicles the life of Scarlett O'Hara, a young, headstrong woman living on a
Georgia plantation called Tara. The narrative spans the years of the Civil War and the subsequent
Reconstruction era, painting a vivid picture of the South's transformation.



Main Events

1. Scarlett's Life Before the War: The novel opens with Scarlett's unrequited love for Ashley Wilkes,
who is set to marry his cousin, Melanie Hamilton.

2. The Outbreak of War: As the Civil War begins, Scarlett's life is turned upside down. She witnesses
the devastation that befalls her family and friends.

3. Survival and Adaptation: Scarlett's determination leads her to take drastic measures to save Tara
from ruin, including marrying the charming but irresponsible Frank Kennedy.

4. Love and Loss: Throughout the narrative, Scarlett's relationships with Rhett Butler and Ashley
Wilkes highlight her conflicting desires and ambitions.

5. Reconstruction: As the war ends, Scarlett faces the challenges of a changed society while clinging
to her dreams of reclaiming her former life.

Thematic Elements

The novel is rich with themes that explore human nature and societal change:

- Survival and Resilience: Scarlett's journey is emblematic of the human spirit's ability to endure
hardship and adapt to changing circumstances.

- Love and Betrayal: The complex romantic entanglements reflect the characters' struggles with
loyalty and desire.

- Race and Class: The portrayal of enslaved individuals and the social hierarchy of the South invites
critical examination of race relations and class struggles.

Character Analysis

Scarlett O'Hara

Scarlett is a multifaceted character who embodies both the strengths and flaws of humanity. Her
determination, selfishness, and vulnerability make her one of the most memorable protagonists in
literature.

- Strengths: Scarlett is resourceful, fiercely independent, and willing to do whatever it takes to
protect her home and loved ones.

- Flaws: Her self-centeredness often leads to heartbreak and conflict, particularly in her
relationships with Rhett Butler and Ashley Wilkes.

Rhett Butler

Rhett Butler serves as both an ally and adversary to Scarlett. His charm and cynicism provide a
counterbalance to Scarlett's idealism.

- Complexity: Rhett is a pragmatic realist who understands the futility of war and the changing social
order. His love for Scarlett is deep but complicated by her inability to fully commit.



Supporting Characters

- Ashley Wilkes: The embodiment of Southern gentility, Ashley is torn between his love for Scarlett
and his duty to Melanie. His character represents the conflicted ideals of the Old South.

- Melanie Hamilton: A paragon of virtue and kindness, Melanie's unwavering support for Scarlett
and her gentle nature highlight the theme of loyalty amidst turmoil.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Film Adaptation

In 1939, "Gone with the Wind" was adapted into a film directed by Victor Fleming. The movie
became a cultural phenomenon and is considered one of the greatest films of all time.

- Casting and Production: The film starred Vivien Leigh as Scarlett O'Hara and Clark Gable as Rhett
Butler. Its lavish production values and sweeping cinematography captured the grandeur of the
novel.

- Awards and Recognition: The film won ten Academy Awards, including Best Picture, and its
enduring popularity has solidified its place in cinematic history.

Critical Reception and Controversies

While "Gone with the Wind" has been celebrated for its storytelling and character development, it
has also faced criticism for its romanticized portrayal of the antebellum South and its depictions of
race.

- Depiction of Slavery: Critics argue that the novel glosses over the harsh realities of slavery,
presenting a nostalgic view of the plantation system.

- Feminist Perspectives: Feminist scholars have examined Scarlett's character as both a product of
her time and a groundbreaking figure for women's independence.

Enduring Popularity

Despite its controversies, "Gone with the Wind" continues to captivate audiences through its
exploration of complex themes and characters. It remains a subject of study in literature courses and
has inspired countless adaptations and interpretations.

Conclusion

The original "Gone with the Wind" is a monumental work that not only reflects the complexities of its
time but also resonates with contemporary readers. Its themes of survival, love, and societal change
are timeless, inviting ongoing discussion and analysis. As both a literary masterpiece and a cultural
touchstone, Margaret Mitchell's novel continues to leave an indelible mark on American literature
and history. Through its exploration of human nature and the consequences of war, "Gone with the
Wind" remains an essential part of the literary canon, encouraging readers to reflect on the past and



its relevance to the present.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the original publication year of '‘Gone with the Wind'?
1936

Who is the author of 'Gone with the Wind'?
Margaret Mitchell

What historical event is the backdrop of 'Gone with the Wind'?

The American Civil War and Reconstruction era

Who are the main characters in 'Gone with the Wind'?

Scarlett O'Hara, Rhett Butler, and Melanie Hamilton

What is the central theme of 'Gone with the Wind'?

The struggle for survival and the impact of war on society and relationships

How did 'Gone with the Wind' impact American literature?

It became a defining work that portrayed the complexities of the South during and after the Civil
War.

What awards did 'Gone with the Wind' receive?

It won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1937.

Why is 'Gone with the Wind' considered controversial today?

It has been criticized for its romanticized portrayal of the Antebellum South and its depiction of
slavery.

What is the significance of the character Scarlett O'Hara?

Scarlett is often seen as a symbol of determination and resilience, representing the struggle of
women in a changing society.

Has 'Gone with the Wind' been adapted into other media?

Yes, it was famously adapted into a film in 1939, which became a classic and won multiple Academy



Awards.
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