
origami crane instructions step by
step
Origami crane instructions step by step are a wonderful way to dive into the
world of paper folding, an art form that combines creativity, precision, and
patience. The origami crane is one of the most iconic figures in this craft,
symbolizing peace and hope. This article will guide you through the process
of creating your own origami crane, with detailed step-by-step instructions
and helpful tips along the way.

Materials Needed

Before you start folding, gather the materials you will need:

A square piece of origami paper (preferably 15cm x 15cm or larger for
beginners).

A flat surface for folding.

A pair of scissors (optional, for trimming paper).

Using origami paper can enhance your experience, as it is often colored or
patterned on one side, which adds visual interest to your finished crane.

Understanding Basic Folds

Before diving into the crane instructions, it’s crucial to familiarize
yourself with some basic origami folds. These foundational folds will be used
throughout the crane-making process.

Valley Fold
- Fold the paper in half, bringing the top edge down to meet the bottom edge,
then crease the fold and unfold it. This creates a crease line in the middle
of the paper.

Mountain Fold
- Similar to the valley fold, but instead of folding the top edge down, bring
it up to meet the bottom edge. The crease should arch like a mountain.



Squash Fold
- This fold involves opening up a flap of paper and squashing it down flat,
creating a new crease in the opposite direction.

Step-by-Step Instructions to Make an Origami
Crane

Now that you're familiar with the basic folds, let's move on to creating the
origami crane step by step.

Step 1: Start with a Square Base

1. Begin with the colored side down. Place your square paper on the flat
surface.
2. Fold the paper in half diagonally to form a triangle. Crease well and
unfold.
3. Fold the paper in half diagonally in the opposite direction. Crease well
and unfold again. You should see an “X” crease pattern on the paper.
4. Fold the paper in half horizontally to create a rectangle. Crease well and
unfold.
5. Fold the paper in half vertically. Crease well and unfold. You should now
have a star-like crease pattern on your paper.
6. Bring the corners together by pushing the sides inwards. This will form a
smaller square shape, known as the square base, with the open end facing you.

Step 2: Create the Bird Base

1. With the square base in front of you, ensure the open end is facing you.
2. Fold the right and left corners towards the center line of the square
base. Crease well.
3. Next, fold the top layer of the bottom corner upwards, aligning it with
the top point of the previous folds. Crease this fold well.
4. Flip the paper over and repeat the previous two folds on the other side.
You should now have a shape resembling a kite.

Step 3: Forming the Crane's Neck and Tail

1. With the kite shape facing you, take the top point and fold it down
towards the base of the kite. This is the neck of the crane.
2. Using the opening at the bottom of the kite, pull the top layer of the
paper upwards. This is a “reverse fold.” Make sure to create a crease that
defines the neck.



3. To create the tail, fold the other side of the kite downwards in a similar
fashion, forming another reverse fold.

Step 4: Creating the Wings

1. Position the crane so the neck is pointing upwards.
2. Fold down both sides of the kite shape to create the wings. The folds
should extend outward, and you can adjust the angle to your preference.
3. Ensure the wings are creased well; this will allow them to stand out
properly.

Step 5: Finalizing the Crane

1. To give your crane a more defined look, gently pull the wings apart while
holding the body of the crane. This will help give it volume.
2. Adjust the neck and tail as needed, ensuring they are proportionate and
positioned well.
3. Optional: You can add additional creases to shape the wings or give the
crane a more dynamic pose.

Tips for Successful Origami Crane Folding

- Use Good Quality Paper: Origami paper is typically thinner and easier to
fold than regular paper. Experiment with different colors and patterns for
unique designs.
- Make Precise Folds: Always crease your folds sharply. A good crease is
essential for a clean finish.
- Practice Patience: Origami requires patience and practice. Don’t be
discouraged if your first crane doesn't turn out perfect; keep trying!
- Watch Video Tutorials: Sometimes, visual aids can be incredibly helpful.
Look for origami crane tutorials on platforms like YouTube.
- Join an Origami Community: Engaging with others who share your interest in
origami can provide support, tips, and inspiration.

Conclusion

Now you have a comprehensive guide to creating an origami crane! By following
these origami crane instructions step by step, you can enjoy the meditative
process of paper folding while creating a beautiful symbol of peace. Whether
you choose to display your crane, use it as a gift, or incorporate it into a
larger origami project, each crane you create will carry its own unique
charm. Enjoy your journey into the art of origami!



Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make an origami crane?
You will need a square piece of paper, preferably origami paper for easier
folding. You can also use plain paper or colored paper for different effects.

Can you provide a simple step-by-step guide to
folding an origami crane?
1. Start with a square piece of paper, colored side up. 2. Fold the paper in
half diagonally to form a triangle and crease well. 3. Unfold and fold in
half diagonally the opposite way. 4. Fold the top corners down to the center
crease to form a kite shape. 5. Fold the bottom point up (do not crease) and
then fold the two sides in towards the center. 6. Fold the bottom point back
down to create the body. 7. Pull the wings apart to complete the crane shape.

What is the significance of the origami crane in
Japanese culture?
The origami crane is a symbol of peace, hope, and healing in Japanese
culture. It is often associated with the legend that folding 1,000 cranes
grants a wish, such as recovery from illness or world peace.

Are there any common mistakes to avoid when folding
an origami crane?
Yes, common mistakes include not making precise folds, which can lead to
uneven edges, and forgetting to reverse creases, which can affect the final
shape. Always ensure your paper is square and your creases are sharp.

Where can I find video tutorials for folding an
origami crane?
You can find numerous video tutorials on platforms like YouTube by searching
for 'origami crane tutorial'. These videos often provide visual guidance that
can make the folding process easier to follow.
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