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The Order of the Eastern Star (OES) is a prominent fraternal organization
associated with Freemasonry, open to both men and women. It has a rich
history, intricate rituals, and a unique structure that may be challenging
for new members to navigate. This study guide aims to provide a comprehensive
overview of the Order of the Eastern Star, covering its history, symbols,
teachings, and the structure of the organization. Whether you are a new
member or looking to deepen your understanding, this guide will serve as a
valuable resource.

History of the Order of the Eastern Star

The Order of the Eastern Star was established in the mid-19th century, with
its roots tracing back to the early Masonic traditions. Here are key
historical milestones:

1. Founded in 1850: The OES was created by Rob Morris, a prominent
Freemason, who sought to establish an organization that would allow
women to participate in the Masonic experience.

2. Incorporation: The Order was incorporated in 1868, further solidifying
its structure and purpose.

3. International Expansion: The OES expanded beyond the United States,
establishing chapters in various countries around the world.

The OES draws inspiration from biblical stories and characters, emphasizing
moral lessons and the values of charity, truth, and love.

Structure of the Order

The Order of the Eastern Star is organized in a hierarchical structure, with
various titles and roles within the chapters. Understanding this structure is
essential for participation and engagement in the organization.

Local Chapters

Local chapters form the backbone of the OES. Here are key components:



e Membership: Membership is open to both men and women who are related to
Master Masons or who have been approved by the organization.

e Meetings: Chapters hold regular meetings, which often include
ritualistic work, discussions, and community service activities.

* Leadership: Each chapter is led by a Worthy Matron and a Worthy Patron,
who oversee the activities and operations of the chapter.

Grand Chapters

Each state or region has a Grand Chapter that provides oversight and support
to local chapters. The Grand Chapter is responsible for:

e Regulations: Establishing rules and guidelines for local chapters to
follow.

e Leadership: Electing a Worthy Grand Matron and a Worthy Grand Patron to
lead the state-level activities.

e Events: Organizing state-wide meetings and events to promote fellowship
and education among members.

Symbols and Rituals

The Order of the Eastern Star uses a variety of symbols and rituals that hold
significant meaning. Understanding these elements is crucial for members to
fully embrace the teachings of the organization.

Symbols

The OES incorporates several key symbols, each representing different
virtues:

e The Star: The emblem of the Order, representing the guiding light of
friendship and love.

e The Five Points of Fellowship: Representing the values of fidelity,
constancy, loyalty, and love.



e The Colors: Each of the five points of the star is associated with a
different color, symbolizing various attributes and lessons.

Rituals

Rituals are an essential part of the Eastern Star experience. They are
designed to convey moral lessons and foster a sense of community. Key aspects
include:

e Initiation: New members undergo an initiation ceremony that introduces
them to the values and teachings of the Order.

e Degree Work: Members progress through different degrees that offer
deeper insights into the teachings and principles of the OES.

e Annual Installations: Chapters hold ceremonies to install new officers,
reinforcing the leadership structure and responsibilities within the
organization.

Teachings and Values

The Order of the Eastern Star places a strong emphasis on moral and ethical
teachings derived from biblical stories. Key values include:

Charity

One of the central tenets of the OES is charity. Members are encouraged to
engage in philanthropic activities, supporting local communities and
charitable organizations. This sense of giving back is a fundamental aspect
of the Order.

Truth

The pursuit of truth is paramount within the OES. Members are taught to
uphold honesty, integrity, and transparency in their actions and interactions
with others.



Love

Love is a guiding principle in the Order, fostering a spirit of friendship
and camaraderie among members. The bonds formed within the OES are often
lifelong, built on mutual respect and support.

Community Engagement

The Order of the Eastern Star is not just a fraternal organization; it
actively engages with the community at large. Members are encouraged to
participate in various outreach programs and initiatives, such as:

e Charity Events: Organizing fundraisers and charity drives to support
local causes.

e Community Service: Volunteering for local shelters, food banks, and
community centers.

e Educational Programs: Providing scholarships and educational resources
to those in need.

Engaging with the community not only fulfills the charitable mission of the
OES but also strengthens the bonds between members and those they serve.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Order of the Eastern Star is a unique and enriching
organization that offers members the opportunity to engage in meaningful
rituals, uphold important values, and contribute positively to their
communities. This study guide provides a foundational understanding of the
OES, from its history and structure to its symbols and teachings. By
embracing the principles of charity, truth, and love, members can foster a
sense of belonging and purpose within the Order, ultimately enriching their
lives and the lives of those around them. Whether you are a new member or a
seasoned participant, ongoing study and engagement with the Order's teachings
will deepen your commitment and understanding of this significant fraternal
organization.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Order of the Eastern Star?

The Order of the Eastern Star is a Masonic appendant body open to both men
and women. It is based on biblical figures and emphasizes moral values and
community service.

What are the main symbols used in the Order of the
Eastern Star?

The main symbols include the five-pointed star, which represents the five
heroines of the Order, and other symbols like the sword, the cup, and the
sheaf of wheat, each having their own significance.

How can I prepare for an Order of the Eastern Star
meeting?
Preparation involves studying the ritual, understanding the symbols, and

being familiar with the roles and duties of members. A study guide can help
you review these elements.

What topics are covered in an Order of the Eastern
Star study guide?

A study guide typically covers the history of the Order, the significance of
rituals and symbols, the roles of different officers, and guidelines for
community service and fellowship.

Are there any specific texts recommended for
studying the Order of the Eastern Star?

Yes, many guides recommend the official manual of the Order, as well as texts
on Masonic history and philosophy, which can provide deeper insights into the
teachings of the Order.

How does one become a member of the Order of the
Eastern Star?

To become a member, one typically needs to be invited by an existing member,
fill out a petition, and meet certain eligibility criteria, such as being
related to a Mason or a Master Mason themselves.

What is the significance of the five points of the
star in the Order of the Eastern Star?

Each point of the star represents a different biblical heroine: Adah, Ruth,
Esther, Martha, and Electa, symbolizing virtues such as fidelity, loyalty,
and love.



Can men join the Order of the Eastern Star?

Yes, the Order of the Eastern Star is open to both men and women, but
membership may require that male members be Master Masons.

What role does charity play in the Order of the
Eastern Star?

Charity is a fundamental principle of the Order, with members often
participating in various charitable activities and community service projects
to support those in need.
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