
order of operations math is fun
Order of operations math is fun! While many students may initially find the concept of
order of operations to be daunting, it is essential for solving mathematical expressions
correctly and efficiently. This article explores the significance of the order of operations,
different methods to remember it, and practical applications that make it enjoyable for
learners of all ages.

Understanding the Order of Operations

The order of operations is a set of rules that dictates the correct sequence to evaluate a
mathematical expression. Without these rules, different interpretations of the same
expression could lead to varying results. The standard order of operations can be
remembered using the acronym PEMDAS:

P - Parentheses

E - Exponents

M - Multiplication

D - Division

A - Addition

S - Subtraction

This rule states that operations should be performed in the following order:
1. Parentheses first
2. Exponents (i.e., powers and square roots, etc.)
3. Multiplication and Division (from left to right)
4. Addition and Subtraction (from left to right)

Why is the Order of Operations Important?

The order of operations ensures consistency in mathematical calculations. For example,
consider the expression:

3 + 4 × 2

If one were to perform the addition first, the calculation would yield:

3 + 4 = 7



7 × 2 = 14

However, by applying the correct order of operations, we get:

4 × 2 = 8
3 + 8 = 11

Thus, the final answer is different based on the order in which operations are performed.
This discrepancy highlights the necessity of a standardized approach in mathematics.

Fun Ways to Remember the Order of Operations

While PEMDAS is a useful acronym, there are various creative methods to help students
remember the order of operations:

1. Mnemonic Devices

Using rhymes or phrases can make it more engaging. Some popular variations include:

- "Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally"
- "Penguins Eat My Delicious Apple Slices"

These phrases stick in the memory and can serve as a playful reminder of the order.

2. Visual Aids

Creating colorful posters or flashcards that illustrate the order of operations can be an
effective learning tool. Use images and examples that appeal to visual learners. For
instance, you might have a large card for each operation that includes a fun fact or a
related cartoon.

3. Interactive Games

Utilizing online math games or apps that focus on the order of operations can make
learning more dynamic. Websites like Kahoot or IXL offer engaging quizzes that help
reinforce these concepts in a light-hearted manner.

4. Hands-on Activities

Incorporating hands-on activities can enhance understanding. Here’s a simple activity:



1. Create a large number line on the floor using tape.
2. Use foam numbers or cards with operations written on them.
3. Have students act out the order of operations by stepping onto the line and performing
operations at the appropriate times.

This physical movement can help solidify their understanding of the sequence.

Practical Applications of the Order of Operations

Understanding and applying the order of operations is essential not just in school but also in
everyday life. Here are some scenarios where this skill comes into play:

1. Cooking and Baking

Recipes often require precise measurements and timing, where the order of operations can
affect the outcome. For instance, if a recipe states to add flour to sugar and then multiply
the amount by two, following the correct order is vital to ensure the dish turns out as
intended.

2. Financial Calculations

When calculating expenses, interest, or taxes, the order of operations is crucial. For
example, correctly calculating the total cost of an item after applying a discount and tax
requires using the right sequence.

3. Engineering and Architecture

Professionals in these fields often use complex equations that require a strong
understanding of the order of operations. For instance, calculating load distributions or
material quantities necessitates precise operations to ensure safety and structural integrity.

Fun with Order of Operations: Practice Problems

To solidify understanding, here are some practice problems that can be both fun and
educational:

Example 1:

Calculate the following expression:



8 + 2 × (3 + 5)

Solution:
1. Solve inside the parentheses: (3 + 5) = 8
2. Multiply: 2 × 8 = 16
3. Add: 8 + 16 = 24

Example 2:

Calculate the following expression:
(6 + 4) × 2^3 - 10 ÷ 2

Solution:
1. Solve inside the parentheses: (6 + 4) = 10
2. Calculate the exponent: 2^3 = 8
3. Multiply: 10 × 8 = 80
4. Divide: 10 ÷ 2 = 5
5. Subtract: 80 - 5 = 75

Example 3:

Calculate the following expression:
3 + 6 × (5 + 4) ÷ 3 - 7

Solution:
1. Solve inside the parentheses: (5 + 4) = 9
2. Multiply: 6 × 9 = 54
3. Divide: 54 ÷ 3 = 18
4. Add: 3 + 18 = 21
5. Subtract: 21 - 7 = 14

Conclusion: Making Math Fun

In conclusion, understanding the order of operations is not just about learning a set of rules;
it’s about enhancing logical thinking and problem-solving skills. By employing various
methods to make learning engaging, students can appreciate that order of operations
math is fun. Whether through mnemonic devices, games, or real-life applications, the
order of operations becomes a fascinating aspect of mathematics that opens the door to
deeper understanding and enjoyment of the subject. Encouraging curiosity and creativity in
math can transform it into a playful adventure rather than a chore, fostering a lifelong love
for learning.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the order of operations in math?
The order of operations in math is a set of rules that defines the correct sequence to
evaluate a mathematical expression. It is typically remembered by the acronym PEMDAS:
Parentheses, Exponents, Multiplication and Division (from left to right), Addition and
Subtraction (from left to right).

Why is it important to follow the order of operations?
Following the order of operations is crucial because it ensures that everyone interprets and
solves mathematical expressions consistently. Without it, different people might arrive at
different answers for the same problem.

Can you give an example of how order of operations
works in a math problem?
Sure! For the expression 8 + 2 × 5, you would first multiply 2 by 5 to get 10, and then add
8, resulting in 18. If you didn't follow the order of operations and added first, you would
incorrectly get 50.

What are some fun ways to practice order of
operations?
You can practice through math games, online quizzes, or using apps specifically designed
for learning order of operations. You can also create your own puzzles or challenges with
friends using PEMDAS.

How does order of operations relate to real-life
situations?
Order of operations is not just a classroom concept; it applies to real-life scenarios like
budgeting, cooking (where you might need to follow specific steps in a recipe), and
programming, where operations need to be executed in a precise order.

Is there a fun mnemonic to remember the order of
operations?
Yes! A popular mnemonic is 'Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally,' which stands for
Parentheses, Exponents, Multiplication and Division, Addition and Subtraction.

Are there any common mistakes people make with
order of operations?
Yes, common mistakes include performing addition or subtraction before multiplication or



division, or failing to correctly evaluate expressions with parentheses. It's essential to
always look for and solve expressions inside parentheses first.
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