only fools and horses the complete
collection

only fools and horses the complete collection represents a comprehensive anthology
of one of Britain’s most beloved sitcoms, capturing every episode, special, and memorable
moment in one definitive package. This collection appeals to both long-time fans and
newcomers interested in exploring the world of Del Boy, Rodney, and the rest of the Trotter
family. Featuring all series, Christmas specials, and rare extras, the complete collection
offers an unparalleled viewing experience. This article will provide an in-depth overview of
the set, including its contents, significance, and key features. Additionally, it will cover the
production background, character highlights, and the cultural impact that “Only Fools and
Horses” has had over the years. Readers will also find useful information on the availability
and formats of the complete collection. The following table of contents outlines the main
topics discussed.
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Contents of Only Fools and Horses The Complete
Collection

The complete collection of Only Fools and Horses consolidates all episodes from the original
series, including every season from its debut in 1981 through to its finale in 2003. This
comprehensive box set also includes all Christmas specials that contributed significantly to
the show’s enduring popularity. Additionally, many editions feature bonus material such as
behind-the-scenes documentaries, cast interviews, and deleted scenes.

Series and Specials Included

Only Fools and Horses the complete collection contains:

e All seven regular series, totaling over 60 episodes

e Christmas specials spanning across different years



* Spin-off episodes and one-off specials, including “The Green Green Grass” and “Rock
& Chips” in some versions

e Additional extras like cast interviews, bloopers, and retrospective documentaries

This extensive compilation ensures viewers have access to the full narrative arc, from Del
Boy’s get-rich-quick schemes to the family’s ups and downs, making it the ultimate
resource for fans and collectors alike.

Production and Broadcast History

Only Fools and Horses was created and written by John Sullivan, whose sharp wit and
insightful social commentary made the show a staple of British television. The series was
initially broadcast on BBC One, running intermittently from 1981 until 2003. Its unique
blend of comedy and heartfelt moments set it apart from other sitcoms of the time.

Development and Writing

The show’s development was rooted in portraying working-class life in Peckham, South
London, with a focus on family dynamics and social aspirations. John Sullivan’s writing
combined humor with relatable characters and situations, which contributed to the series’
lasting appeal. Over the course of its production, the show evolved to include more
dramatic storylines while maintaining its comedic core.

Broadcast Timeline

The timeline of Only Fools and Horses includes:

=

. Initial pilot episode aired in 1981

N

. Seven series produced between 1981 and 1991

W

. Regular Christmas specials from 1982 through 2003

S

. Final special aired in 2003, concluding the series

This broadcast pattern contributed to the show’s status as a cultural phenomenon, with
Christmas specials often attracting millions of viewers.

Iconic Characters and Cast

Only Fools and Horses the complete collection showcases a memorable ensemble cast,
each character contributing to the show’s distinct humor and emotional depth. The



interactions between these characters form the heart of the series.

Main Characters

The primary figures featured throughout the series include:

e Derek “Del Boy” Trotter: The charismatic and ambitious market trader known for
his catchphrases and schemes to become wealthy.

* Rodney Trotter: Del's younger brother, often the voice of reason but frequently
caught up in the chaos.

e Grandad and Uncle Albert: Older family members who provide comic relief and a
link to the family’s past.

* Raquel Turner: Del Boy’'s long-term partner, introduced later in the series, adding
new dynamics to the storyline.

The chemistry among these characters and the actors’ performances helped the show
maintain popularity and emotional resonance.

Supporting Cast

In addition to the main characters, the series features a broad supporting cast including:

Mickey Pearce - Del Boy’s rival

Trigger - A slow-witted but lovable friend

Boycie - A used car salesman and occasional antagonist

Marina - Rodney’s love interest

These supporting roles add depth and variety to the storyline, making each episode
engaging and entertaining.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Only Fools and Horses the complete collection represents more than just a television series;
it is a cultural touchstone that has influenced British comedy and popular culture
profoundly. The show’s humor, memorable quotes, and relatable themes continue to
resonate with audiences worldwide.



Critical Acclaim and Awards

The series received numerous accolades during its run, including BAFTA awards and
widespread critical praise. Its ability to blend comedy with social commentary has been
recognized as groundbreaking within the sitcom genre.

Influence on Popular Culture

The show’s catchphrases and characters have permeated British culture, inspiring parodies,
merchandise, and even academic studies. Only Fools and Horses has been credited with
shaping the portrayal of working-class life on television and remains a point of reference for
humor and storytelling.

Availability and Formats

Only Fools and Horses the complete collection is available in various formats catering to
different viewing preferences. The accessibility of the collection ensures that both new
viewers and longtime fans can enjoy the series in high quality.

Physical Media

The complete collection is commonly released on DVD and Blu-ray, featuring remastered
episodes and extensive bonus content. These physical editions often include collector’s
packaging and booklets detailing the show’s history.

Digital Distribution

In addition to physical media, the collection is available on digital platforms, allowing
streaming or download access. This format offers convenience and flexibility for viewers
who prefer watching on mobile devices or smart TVs.

Purchasing and Pricing

When considering purchasing only fools and horses the complete collection, buyers can
expect:

e Multiple editions with varying bonus materials
 Prices that reflect the comprehensiveness and quality of the release
¢ Availability through major retailers and online stores

e Occasional special offers or limited editions for collectors



Consumers should evaluate which version best suits their needs, balancing content, format,
and cost.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in 'Only Fools and Horses: The
Complete Collection'?

'Only Fools and Horses: The Complete Collection' typically includes all episodes from the
original series, including all seven series, Christmas specials, and sometimes additional
bonus content like documentaries or cast interviews.

Is 'Only Fools and Horses: The Complete Collection'
available on Blu-ray or DVD?

Yes, 'Only Fools and Horses: The Complete Collection' is available on both DVD and Blu-ray
formats, with Blu-ray editions offering enhanced picture and sound quality.

Are there any special features included in 'Only Fools
and Horses: The Complete Collection'?

Many editions of the complete collection include special features such as behind-the-scenes
footage, cast interviews, commentary tracks, and outtakes.

Where can | purchase 'Only Fools and Horses: The
Complete Collection'?

'Only Fools and Horses: The Complete Collection' can be purchased from major online
retailers like Amazon, eBay, and specialized DVD stores, as well as some physical retail
outlets.

Does 'Only Fools and Horses: The Complete Collection'
include the 2014 Christmas special?

Most complete collections include the 2014 Christmas special, but it's best to check the
specific edition details as some versions may exclude it.

Is 'Only Fools and Horses: The Complete Collection’
suitable for all ages?

'Only Fools and Horses' is generally suitable for older children and adults due to some
mature themes and language typical of British sitcoms from its era.



Can | stream 'Only Fools and Horses: The Complete
Collection' online?

While the complete collection may not be available as a single package for streaming,
individual episodes or series are often available on streaming platforms like BBC iPlayer or
BritBox depending on your region.

How long is the entire 'Only Fools and Horses: The
Complete Collection'?

The complete collection contains approximately 64 episodes plus several Christmas
specials, totaling around 50 hours of content.

Additional Resources

1. Only Fools and Horses: The Complete Collection

This comprehensive collection includes every episode of the beloved British sitcom "Only
Fools and Horses," chronicling the misadventures of the Trotter family in Peckham. Fans
can enjoy the wit, humor, and heartwarming moments that made the series a classic. The
set also features special behind-the-scenes insights and cast interviews.

2. Only Fools and Horses: The Official Inside Story

Delve into the making of "Only Fools and Horses" with this detailed account from creators
and cast members. The book explores the origins of the show, character development, and
memorable moments that defined the series. lllustrated with rare photographs, it offers a
unique perspective on one of Britain's most beloved sitcoms.

3. Only Fools and Horses: The Complete Scripts

This volume contains the full scripts of every episode from the "Only Fools and Horses"
series, providing fans and aspiring writers a chance to study the sharp dialogue and
comedic timing. Annotated with notes from writer John Sullivan, it reveals the creative
process behind the series' humor and storytelling.

4. The Trotter Family Chronicles: Life Behind the Market

Explore the history and background of the Trotter family with this companion book, which
dives deeper into their lives beyond the television screen. Featuring character biographies,
unseen stories, and family trees, it enriches the viewer’s understanding of the beloved
characters.

5. Only Fools and Horses: The Greatest Moments

Celebrate the funniest, most touching, and iconic scenes from the series in this illustrated
collection. From Del Boy’s catchphrases to the infamous "This time next year, we'll be
millionaires" moments, this book captures the essence of why the show remains a fan
favorite.

6. Only Fools and Horses Trivia and Quiz Book
Test your knowledge of "Only Fools and Horses" with this engaging trivia book filled with
quizzes, puzzles, and fun facts. Perfect for fans of all ages, it challenges readers on



everything from character details to episode plots and behind-the-scenes tidbits.

7. Del Boy’s Guide to Peckham: A Cultural History

This unique book offers a humorous yet informative look at Peckham, the iconic setting of
"Only Fools and Horses." Blending real local history with references from the show, it
provides context to the environment that shaped the Trotters’ world.

8. Only Fools and Horses: The Music and Soundtrack Collection

Explore the memorable music and soundtrack that accompanied the series, including the
famous theme tune and other notable tracks. This book includes interviews with composers
and details on how music enhanced the show’s comedic and emotional tone.

9. Only Fools and Horses: The Legacy and Influence

This analytical book examines the cultural impact of "Only Fools and Horses" on British
television and comedy. It discusses the show's influence on subsequent sitcoms, its
portrayal of working-class life, and its enduring popularity through generations.
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