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one with christ an evangelical theology of salvation marcus peter johnson presents a
profound exploration of evangelical soteriology, focusing on the believer's union with Christ as the
core of salvation. This comprehensive work delves into the biblical foundations, theological
implications, and practical outcomes of being “one with Christ,” offering a fresh perspective within
evangelical theology. Marcus Peter Johnson articulates how salvation is not merely a legal transaction
but a transformative relationship grounded in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. The book
addresses key doctrines such as justification, sanctification, and adoption, highlighting their
interconnectedness through union with Christ. This article examines Johnson’s theological framework,
its biblical basis, and its relevance to contemporary evangelical thought. The following sections
provide an organized overview of the main themes found in this influential theological study.

Understanding Union with Christ in Evangelical Theology

The Biblical Foundations of Salvation in Johnson’s Work

Theological Implications of Being One with Christ

Practical Outcomes of Salvation According to Marcus Peter Johnson

Comparative Analysis with Traditional Evangelical Soteriology

Understanding Union with Christ in Evangelical
Theology
Union with Christ is a central theme in evangelical theology, emphasizing the believer’s intimate and
vital connection to Jesus Christ. Marcus Peter Johnson’s one with christ an evangelical theology of
salvation places this union at the forefront of understanding salvation. This concept posits that
through faith, believers are mystically and spiritually joined to Christ, sharing in His life, death, and
resurrection. Johnson argues that this union is not merely a metaphorical or symbolic notion but a
real, ontological reality that transforms the believer’s identity and status before God.

The Nature of Union with Christ
Johnson explores the multifaceted nature of union with Christ, highlighting several dimensions
including federal, organic, and mystical unions. The federal union emphasizes Christ’s representative
role, where His righteousness is imputed to believers. The organic union focuses on the believers’
incorporation into Christ as a living organism, akin to branches in a vine. The mystical union
underscores the spiritual reality of this relationship as experienced through the Holy Spirit. These
aspects collectively form the foundation of evangelical soteriology presented in Johnson’s work.



Significance in Evangelical Theology
Union with Christ serves as the theological linchpin connecting various doctrines of salvation. Johnson
demonstrates how this union explains the believer’s justification, sanctification, and glorification
within a cohesive framework. It provides a robust theological basis for understanding the believer’s
new identity and ongoing transformation. By centering salvation on union with Christ, Johnson
challenges reductionist views that isolate justification from sanctification, promoting a holistic
evangelical theology.

The Biblical Foundations of Salvation in Johnson’s Work
Marcus Peter Johnson grounds his theology of salvation firmly in Scripture, drawing extensively from
both the New Testament and Old Testament texts. His approach highlights the continuity of God’s
redemptive plan culminating in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Johnson’s exegesis reveals that
union with Christ is deeply rooted in biblical narratives, particularly in Pauline theology.

Key Scriptural Passages
Johnson emphasizes several pivotal biblical passages that articulate the union between Christ and
believers. These include:

Romans 6:3-5, which illustrates believers' participation in Christ’s death and resurrection.

Galatians 2:20, describing the believer’s life as one lived “in Christ.”

Ephesians 2:13-16, depicting reconciliation and peace through union with Christ.

John 15:4-5, the vine and branches metaphor emphasizing organic union and dependence.

Through careful exegetical analysis, Johnson demonstrates that these texts collectively reveal union
with Christ as the biblical foundation for evangelical salvation.

Old Testament Foreshadowing
Johnson also traces typological and prophetic anticipations of union with Christ in the Old Testament.
He highlights how the covenantal relationship between God and Israel prefigures the new covenant
established through Christ. Concepts such as the “Branch” in Isaiah 11 and the suffering servant in
Isaiah 53 are interpreted as anticipations of the believer’s participation in Christ’s redemptive work.
This biblical continuity enriches the evangelical understanding of salvation as a unified narrative.

Theological Implications of Being One with Christ
The theological implications of union with Christ extend beyond mere doctrinal formulation,
influencing how salvation is understood and lived out. Marcus Peter Johnson’s evangelical theology of



salvation underscores the transformative power of union with Christ in the believer’s spiritual life and
identity.

Justification and Sanctification Unified
One of Johnson’s major contributions is the integration of justification and sanctification within the
framework of union with Christ. Justification is understood as the legal declaration of righteousness
based on Christ’s righteousness imputed to the believer, while sanctification is the progressive
realization of that righteousness in the believer’s life. By grounding both in union with Christ, Johnson
presents a cohesive soteriology that avoids the pitfalls of dualistic or compartmentalized theology.

Adoption and New Identity
Union with Christ also forms the basis for adoption, whereby believers become children of God.
Johnson explains that this new identity is not merely positional but relational and experiential. The
believer’s status as God’s child is inseparable from their union with Christ, fostering a profound sense
of belonging and security within the family of God.

Glorification and Eternal Life
The final stage of salvation, glorification, is similarly connected to union with Christ. Johnson
highlights that believers will ultimately share in Christ’s glorified state, affirming the eschatological
hope central to evangelical faith. This future dimension emphasizes the continuity and completeness
of salvation as a union that spans time and eternity.

Practical Outcomes of Salvation According to Marcus
Peter Johnson
The implications of one with christ an evangelical theology of salvation marcus peter johnson extend
beyond theoretical constructs into the practical living of the Christian faith. Johnson articulates how
union with Christ shapes the believer’s daily walk, ministry, and witness.

Spiritual Transformation and Growth
Union with Christ is the foundation for ongoing spiritual transformation. Johnson emphasizes that this
union empowers believers to live holy lives through the indwelling presence of Christ and the Holy
Spirit. The believer’s growth in grace and obedience is understood as a natural outcome of this
intimate relationship rather than mere moral effort.

Community and Ecclesiology
Johnson’s theology also has ecclesiological implications, as union with Christ creates a new spiritual



community. Believers, united to Christ, are united to one another, forming the body of Christ. This
communal dimension fosters mutual encouragement, accountability, and service within the church,
reflecting the relational nature of salvation.

Mission and Evangelism
The believer’s union with Christ compels a missional lifestyle. Johnson argues that salvation is not
only for personal benefit but also for the advancement of God’s kingdom. Evangelism and discipleship
flow naturally from the believer’s identity in Christ, motivating faithful witness and service to the
world.

Comparative Analysis with Traditional Evangelical
Soteriology
Marcus Peter Johnson’s one with christ an evangelical theology of salvation offers both continuity and
innovation within the broader evangelical tradition. This section compares his theological approach
with more traditional evangelical understandings of salvation.

Points of Continuity
Johnson’s work affirms core evangelical doctrines such as the necessity of faith, the authority of
Scripture, and the centrality of Christ’s atoning work. His emphasis on justification by faith alone and
the importance of personal conversion aligns with classical evangelical convictions. Additionally, the
role of the Holy Spirit in applying salvation is consistently upheld.

Innovative Contributions
Where Johnson’s theology stands out is in its explicit and systematic focus on union with Christ as the
organizing principle of salvation. While traditional evangelicalism affirms union with Christ, it is often
implicit or secondary to legal categories like justification and imputation. Johnson elevates union with
Christ to a primary position, offering a more relational and holistic account of salvation that integrates
justification, sanctification, adoption, and glorification seamlessly.

Challenges and Critiques
Some evangelical scholars may critique Johnson’s approach for potentially downplaying forensic
aspects of salvation or for its strong mystical language. However, Johnson carefully balances these
concerns by maintaining biblical fidelity and doctrinal clarity. His work invites ongoing dialogue within
evangelical theology about the best way to articulate the fullness of salvation.



Key Takeaways from One with Christ an Evangelical
Theology of Salvation Marcus Peter Johnson

Union with Christ is the central reality of evangelical salvation.

Salvation is a transformative relationship, not merely a legal declaration.

Justification, sanctification, adoption, and glorification are unified through union with Christ.

The biblical foundation for this theology is robust, drawing from both Old and New Testament
texts.

This approach enriches evangelical soteriology by emphasizing relational and communal
dimensions.

Practical Christian living is deeply informed by the believer’s union with Christ.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'One with Christ: An Evangelical
Theology of Salvation' by Marcus Peter Johnson?
The main theme of the book is the exploration of the evangelical understanding of salvation,
emphasizing the believer's union with Christ as central to the theology of salvation.

How does Marcus Peter Johnson define salvation in 'One with
Christ'?
Johnson defines salvation as a transformative union with Christ that encompasses justification,
sanctification, and glorification, highlighting both forensic and relational aspects of salvation.

What theological traditions influence Johnson's perspective in
'One with Christ'?
Johnson's theology is primarily influenced by evangelical Protestantism, with strong roots in Reformed
theology, while also engaging with broader Christian traditions to articulate the doctrine of salvation.

Does 'One with Christ' address the role of faith and works in
salvation?
Yes, the book discusses the role of faith as the means by which believers are united with Christ, while
clarifying that good works are a result and evidence of salvation, not a cause.



How does Johnson's work contribute to contemporary
evangelical discussions on soteriology?
Johnson offers a comprehensive and nuanced evangelical soteriology that integrates biblical exegesis
with systematic theology, providing clarity on union with Christ as foundational to understanding
salvation today.

Is 'One with Christ' suitable for academic study or devotional
reading?
The book is primarily academic, suitable for theological students, pastors, and scholars, but it is also
accessible enough for serious lay readers interested in deepening their understanding of salvation.

What biblical passages does Marcus Peter Johnson emphasize
in 'One with Christ'?
Johnson extensively engages with New Testament texts such as Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, and
John’s writings to support his theological framework on union with Christ and salvation.

How does 'One with Christ' address the assurance of
salvation?
The book argues that assurance of salvation is grounded in the believer's union with Christ, secured
by God's faithfulness and evidenced by the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life.

Additional Resources
1. The Cross of Christ by John Stott
This classic work explores the significance of the cross in Christian theology and salvation. Stott
delves into the atonement, explaining how Christ's sacrifice reconciles humanity with God. The book
is both accessible and deeply theological, making it a staple for evangelical readers seeking to
understand the core of salvation.

2. Salvation Belongs to Our God: An Introduction to Systematic Theology by John M. Frame
Frame provides a comprehensive overview of evangelical systematic theology, with a strong
emphasis on salvation. The book discusses God's plan of redemption, the role of Christ, and the
application of salvation in the believer’s life. It is a valuable resource for those looking to grasp the
broader theological framework behind salvation.

3. Chosen by God by R.C. Sproul
In this book, Sproul examines the doctrine of election and its implications for salvation. He presents a
clear, biblical perspective on how God’s sovereign choice relates to redemption. The book challenges
common misconceptions and encourages readers to trust in God's sovereign grace.

4. The Gospel According to Jesus by John F. MacArthur
MacArthur confronts popular but misleading teachings about salvation and emphasizes the necessity
of genuine faith and repentance. The book stresses that salvation is not merely about believing in



Jesus but involves a transformed life. It is a compelling call to authentic evangelical faith.

5. Faith Alone: The Evangelical Doctrine of Justification by R.C. Sproul
This book defends the Reformation doctrine of justification by faith alone, a cornerstone of evangelical
theology. Sproul explains how sinners are declared righteous before God solely through faith in
Christ's finished work. It is essential reading for understanding evangelical soteriology.

6. The Doctrine of Salvation by James Montgomery Boice
Boice offers a thorough exposition of evangelical beliefs about salvation, covering topics such as
regeneration, sanctification, and glorification. His clear and pastoral style makes complex doctrines
accessible to lay readers. The book encourages believers to appreciate the full scope of God’s saving
work.

7. Knowing God by J.I. Packer
While not exclusively about salvation, this influential book explores the nature and character of God,
which is foundational to understanding salvation. Packer highlights how a deep knowledge of God
leads to a life transformed by grace. It remains a beloved evangelical classic for spiritual growth.

8. Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God by J.I. Packer
Packer addresses the tension between God’s sovereign control and human responsibility in
evangelism and salvation. The book reassures believers that God’s sovereignty does not negate the
call to evangelize. It provides a balanced evangelical perspective on how salvation is both God’s work
and the church’s mission.

9. In Christ Alone: Living the Gospel Centered Life by Sinclair B. Ferguson
Ferguson focuses on the centrality of Christ in the Christian life and salvation. He explains how union
with Christ is the basis for all aspects of salvation, including justification, sanctification, and
glorification. The book encourages believers to live confidently and joyfully in the gospel.
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