
on the sidewalk bleeding answer key
on the sidewalk bleeding answer key is an essential resource for students, educators,
and readers seeking a deeper understanding of the short story "On the Sidewalk Bleeding"
by Evan Hunter. This article provides a comprehensive and SEO-optimized guide that
explores key themes, character analysis, plot summary, and critical interpretations found
within the answer key. By examining these elements, readers can gain insight into the
story’s messages about identity, violence, and social perception. Additionally, the article
offers detailed explanations of literary devices and symbols used in the narrative, which
are often featured in academic discussions and exam questions. Whether preparing for a
quiz, writing an essay, or simply aiming to enrich one’s comprehension, the on the
sidewalk bleeding answer key serves as a valuable tool. The following sections outline the
main components covered in this answer key for a structured and thorough analysis.

Plot Summary and Overview

Main Characters and Their Significance

Themes and Motifs

Literary Devices and Symbolism

Important Quotes and Their Meanings

Common Questions and Answers

Plot Summary and Overview
The on the sidewalk bleeding answer key begins by providing a concise yet detailed
summary of the story’s plot. "On the Sidewalk Bleeding" follows Andy, a young gang
member who is fatally stabbed and left to die on a city sidewalk. The story unfolds over a
brief but intense period, capturing Andy’s reflections on his identity, the consequences of
violence, and the indifference of bystanders. The narrative emphasizes the tragic irony of
Andy’s situation—his gang affiliation ultimately isolates him, even as he faces death.

The story’s structure is linear, beginning with Andy bleeding on the sidewalk and
interspersing flashbacks and internal monologues that reveal his background and
emotions. The plot summary in the answer key highlights the story’s climax when Andy
realizes that his gang jacket, a symbol of his identity, might be the reason no one helps
him. The resolution is poignant, underscoring themes of loss and misunderstanding.

Main Characters and Their Significance
Understanding the characters is crucial to interpreting the story’s meaning. The on the



sidewalk bleeding answer key identifies and analyzes the key figures, focusing primarily
on Andy.

Andy
Andy is the protagonist whose experience drives the narrative. At the age of sixteen, he is
caught between his loyalty to his gang, the Royals, and his desire to be seen as an
individual beyond that label. The answer key explains that Andy’s internal conflict and
ultimate realization of his true self provide the emotional core of the story. His
characterization reflects themes of identity, youth, and tragedy.

The Royals
The Royals, Andy’s gang, symbolize the social divisions and violence that permeate the
story. Though they provide Andy with a sense of belonging, they also contribute to his
alienation and fate. The answer key discusses how the gang jacket serves as both a
protective emblem and a source of stigma.

Other Characters
Briefly, the answer key touches upon secondary characters such as the police officers and
bystanders, whose reactions (or lack thereof) reveal societal attitudes towards gangs and
violence. Their indifference contrasts sharply with Andy’s vulnerability, emphasizing the
story’s social commentary.

Themes and Motifs
The on the sidewalk bleeding answer key thoroughly explores the story’s central themes
and recurring motifs, providing explanations that clarify their significance.

Identity and Self-Perception
This theme is paramount, as Andy struggles with how others perceive him versus who he
truly is. The answer key explains that the gang jacket symbolizes this duality, representing
both identity and stereotype.

Violence and Its Consequences
Violence permeates the story and is depicted as senseless and tragic. The answer key
highlights how Andy’s stabbing and subsequent death underscore the destructive impact
of gang violence on individuals and communities.



Isolation and Alienation
The motif of isolation is evident throughout the story, as Andy lies bleeding alone, ignored
by passersby. The answer key discusses how this motif reinforces the emotional and
physical separation experienced by marginalized youth.

Social Judgment and Prejudice
The story critiques how society often judges individuals based on superficial labels. The
answer key points out that Andy’s gang affiliation causes others to dehumanize him,
impacting the help he receives.

Literary Devices and Symbolism
To aid comprehension, the on the sidewalk bleeding answer key identifies key literary
devices and symbols employed by Evan Hunter to enhance the story’s impact.

Symbolism of the Jacket
The gang jacket is a powerful symbol representing identity, loyalty, and societal judgment.
The answer key details how the jacket’s presence affects Andy’s fate and serves as a
metaphor for the struggle between individual identity and group affiliation.

Irony
The story uses situational irony to highlight tragic elements—for instance, Andy’s hope
that his jacket will protect him contrasts with the reality that it leads to his neglect.

Imagery and Setting
Vivid imagery of the city sidewalk and the nighttime setting create a bleak atmosphere,
emphasizing themes of loneliness and danger. The answer key explains how these
descriptive elements contribute to the story’s mood.

Point of View
The third-person limited perspective allows readers to closely experience Andy’s inner
thoughts and emotions, fostering empathy. The answer key discusses how this narrative
choice shapes readers’ understanding.



Important Quotes and Their Meanings
The answer key provides analysis of significant quotes from the story, clarifying their
thematic and emotional weight.

"I’m not a Royal anymore." – This quote reflects Andy’s rejection of his gang
identity and desire to be recognized as an individual.

"The jacket is what stops them." – Highlights how the gang jacket influences
others’ perceptions and reactions.

"He tried to raise his hand but it fell back, lifeless." – Demonstrates Andy’s
physical helplessness and impending death.

Each quote is contextualized to show how it contributes to the story’s overall message and
emotional resonance.

Common Questions and Answers
The on the sidewalk bleeding answer key typically includes a section addressing
frequently asked questions to assist students in test preparation and discussion.

What is the significance of the gang jacket in the story?1.
The jacket symbolizes Andy’s identity and the social label that ultimately isolates
him. It represents both protection and prejudice.

How does the story explore the theme of identity?2.
Through Andy’s reflections and ultimate realization, the story examines the conflict
between personal identity and imposed group identity.

Why do bystanders fail to help Andy?3.
The bystanders’ indifference is influenced by their stereotypes about gang members,
reflecting societal prejudices and fear.

What is the story’s tone and how is it established?4.
The tone is somber and tragic, established through descriptive imagery, pacing, and
Andy’s introspective narration.

How does the story’s setting contribute to its themes?5.
The urban nighttime setting underscores themes of isolation, danger, and social
neglect.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding'?
The main theme of 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding' is the exploration of identity and the
consequences of gang violence.

Who is the protagonist in 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding'
and what happens to him?
The protagonist is Andy, a teenager and member of the Royals gang, who is fatally stabbed
and left bleeding on the sidewalk.

Why does Andy remove his jacket in 'On the Sidewalk
Bleeding'?
Andy removes his jacket to show that he is not just a gang member, but a human being
with his own identity beyond the gang.

What role does the jacket play in the story 'On the
Sidewalk Bleeding'?
The jacket symbolizes Andy's gang identity, and it ultimately contributes to his death
because he is targeted because of it.

What is the significance of the title 'On the Sidewalk
Bleeding'?
The title highlights the critical moment when Andy is left bleeding on the sidewalk,
emphasizing themes of vulnerability and the consequences of violence.

How does the story 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding' end?
The story ends with Andy dying on the sidewalk, his identity as a person overshadowed by
his gang affiliation, as people pass by without helping him.

Additional Resources
1. "On the Sidewalk Bleeding" by Evan Hunter – Answer Key and Study Guide
This answer key provides detailed explanations and analysis for the short story "On the
Sidewalk Bleeding." It includes chapter summaries, character breakdowns, and thematic



discussions to help readers understand the story’s deeper meanings. Ideal for students
and educators, it aids in grasping the social issues presented in the narrative.

2. "Literary Analysis of 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding'"
This book offers a comprehensive literary analysis of Evan Hunter’s story, focusing on
symbolism, character development, and the social commentary embedded in the text. It
explores the story’s themes of identity, violence, and prejudice, providing readers with
critical insights and discussion questions.

3. "Short Stories for Critical Thinking: On the Sidewalk Bleeding and More"
A collection of short stories including "On the Sidewalk Bleeding," designed to enhance
critical thinking skills. Each story is accompanied by guided questions and answer keys
that encourage readers to analyze character motivations and moral dilemmas in various
contexts.

4. "Teaching 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding': Lesson Plans and Answer Keys"
This resource is tailored for educators looking to teach "On the Sidewalk Bleeding." It
features detailed lesson plans, comprehension questions, and answer keys, making it
easier to facilitate classroom discussions about youth violence and identity.

5. "Themes of Violence and Identity in Contemporary Short Stories"
Focusing on stories like "On the Sidewalk Bleeding," this book examines how modern
short stories portray violence and the struggle for personal identity. It includes critical
essays and study questions that help readers connect the narrative to broader societal
issues.

6. "Evan Hunter’s Works: A Study Guide"
This study guide covers several works by Evan Hunter, with a special section dedicated to
"On the Sidewalk Bleeding." It provides summaries, character analysis, and thematic
exploration, alongside quizzes and answer keys to reinforce comprehension.

7. "Understanding Symbolism in Short Stories: A Guide with 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding'"
This guide explores the use of symbolism in short stories, using "On the Sidewalk
Bleeding" as a primary example. Readers learn how symbols contribute to the story’s
emotional impact and thematic depth, supported by detailed explanations and answer
keys.

8. "Youth and Gangs in Literature: 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding' and Related Texts"
This book investigates the portrayal of youth and gang culture in literature, centering on
"On the Sidewalk Bleeding." It offers critical perspectives and discussion prompts
designed to engage readers in conversations about social identity and violence.

9. "Critical Thinking Workbook: 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding' Edition"
A workbook focused solely on "On the Sidewalk Bleeding," featuring exercises that
promote critical analysis and reflection. It includes an answer key to help students verify
their understanding of the story’s plot, characters, and themes.
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