OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT HISTORY

OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT HISTORY TRACES BACK OVER TWO CENTURIES, SHOWCASING A RICH HERITAGE THAT BLENDS
NATURAL MINERAL SPRINGS, ARCHITECTURAL GRANDEUR, AND A LEGACY AS A PROMINENT HEALTH AND LEISURE DESTINATION.
THIS HISTORIC RESORT, LOCATED IN BEDFORD, PENNSYLVANIA, HAS EVOLVED FROM A 19TH-CENTURY SPA RETREAT TO A
MODERN LUXURY RESORT WHILE PRESERVING ITS UNIQUE CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL ESSENCE. THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS
RESORT HAS WITNESSED VARIOUS TRANSFORMATIONS, OWNERSHIP CHANGES, AND RENOVATIONS THAT REFLECT BROADER
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC TRENDS IN AMERICAN HOSPITALITY. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE RESORT'S ORIGINS, ITS SIGNIFICANCE
DURING DIFFERENT HISTORICAL PERIODS, THE ARCHITECTURAL DEVELOPMENTS, AND ITS REVIVAL AS A PREMIER RESORT
DESTINATION. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO HOW THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT HAS MAINTAINED ITS ALLURE BY
COMBINING HISTORIC CHARM WITH CONTEMPORARY AMENITIES. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS DELVE INTO THE RESORT'S FOUNDING,
GROWTH, DECLINE, RESTORATION, AND PRESENT-DAY STATUS.
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FOUNDING AND EARLY DEVELOPMENT

THE ORIGINS OF THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT DATE BACK TO THE LATE 18TH CENTURY WHEN NATURAL MINERAL
SPRINGS WERE DISCOVERED IN THE BEDFORD AREA. INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND EARLY SETTLERS RECOGNIZED THE THERAPEUTIC
QUALITIES OF THESE SPRINGS, WHICH LED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A HEALTH RETREAT. IN 1796, Dr. JoHN A. F. WILSON, A
PROMINENT PHYSICIAN, PURCHASED THE LAND SURROUNDING THE SPRINGS AND BEGAN DEVELOPING FACILITIES TO ACCOMMODATE
VISITORS SEEKING HEALING AND RELAXATION. THE RESORT CAPITALIZED ON THE 19 TH-CENTURY TREND OF “TAKING THE
WATERS" FOR HEALTH BENEFITS, BECOMING A POPULAR DESTINATION FOR THE AMERICAN ELITE AND TRAVELERS FROM ACROSS
THE COUNTRY.

DiscoVerY oF MINERAL SPRINGS

THE MINERAL SPRINGS AT BEDFORD SPRINGS ARE NATURALLY CARBONATED AND RICH IN VARIOUS MINERALS SUCH AS CALCIUM,
MAGNESIUM, AND IRON, BELIEVED TO HAVE CURATIVE PROPERTIES. THESE SPRINGS ATTRACTED ATTENTION DUE TO THEIR UNIQUE
COMPOSITION AND THE REFRESHING EXPERIENCE THEY PROVIDED. EARLY NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES, INCLUDING THE DELAWARE AND
SHA\X/NEE, USED THE SPRINGS FOR MEDICINAL PURPOSES LONG BEFORE EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT.

INITIAL CONSTRUCTION AND FACILITIES

FOLLOWING THE ACQUISITION BY DR. \X/ILSON, THE RESORT’S INITIAL INFRASTRUCTURE INCLUDED BATHHOUSES, LODGING, AND
DINING AREAS DESIGNED TO ACCOMMODATE VISITORS SEEKING THERAPEUTIC TREATMENTS. THE EARLY BUILDINGS WERE MODEST
BUT FUNCTIONAL, EMPHASIZING ACCESS TO THE SPRINGS AND TRANQUILITY. THIS PHASE LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE
RESORT’S FUTURE EXPANSION AND REPUTATION AS A PREMIER SPA DESTINATION.



THE RESORT IN THE 19TH CENTURY

THROUGHOUT THE 19TH CENTURY, THE BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT FLOURISHED AS A FASHIONABLE RETREAT FOR HEALTH,
SOCIALIZING, AND LEISURE. THE RESORT EXPANDED ITS FACILITIES AND ACCOMMODATIONS, ATTRACTING PROMINENT FIGURES
SUCH As U.S. PRESIDENTS, POLITICIANS, MILITARY LEADERS, AND CELEBRITIES. THE ERA WAS MARKED BY SIGNIFICANT
ARCHITECTURAL AND INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING THE ADDITION OF GRAND HOTELS, GOLF COURSES, AND
RECREATIONAL AMENITIES.

PROMINENT VISITORS AND HISTORICAL EVENTS

THE RESORT HOSTED SEVERAL U.S. PRESIDENTS, INCLUDING JAMES BUCHANAN, WHO CONSIDERED BEDFORD SPRINGS HIS SUMMER
\WHITE HOUSE. BUCHANAN'S FREQUENT VISITS ELEVATED THE RESORT'S NATIONAL PROFILE. OTHER NOTABLE GUESTS INCLUDED
GENERAL GEORGE CUSTER AND VARIOUS DIGNITARIES, REFLECTING THE RESORT'S STATUS AS A CENTER OF POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL ACTIVITY DURING THE 1800s.

EXPANSION AND AMENITIES

By MID-CENTURY, THE RESORT FEATURED A LARGE HOTEL COMPLEX WITH HUNDREDS OF GUEST ROOMS, ORNATE BALLROOMS,
AND EXTENSIVE GROUNDS. RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES EXPANDED TO INCLUDE HORSEBACK RIDING, FISHING, AND ONE OF THE
EARLIEST GOLF COURSES IN THE UNITED STATES. THE RESORT ALSO MAINTAINED ITS FOCUS ON THERAPEUTIC SERVICES,
OFFERING MINERAL BATHS, MASSAGES, AND OTHER HEALTH TREATMENTS.

o CONSTRUCTION OF THE BEDFORD SPRINGS HOTEL IN 1806
® |[NTRODUCTION OF THE FIRST GOLF COURSE BY 1895
o DEVELOPMENT OF EXPANSIVE LANDSCAPED GARDENS

HOSTING OF SOCIAL GALAS AND POLITICAL MEETINGS

20T1H CeNTURY CHANGES AND CHALLENGES

THE 20TH CENTURY BROUGHT BOTH PROGRESS AND DIFFICULTIES TO THE BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT. ADVANCES IN MEDICINE
AND CHANGES IN VACATION TRENDS REDUCED THE DEMAND FOR MINERAL SPRING THERAPIES. ADDITIONALLY, ECONOMIC
CHALLENGES, INCLUDING THE GREAT DEPRESSION, AFFECTED THE RESORT'S OPERATIONS. OWNERSHIP CHANGES AND PERIODS OF
DECLINE MARKED THIS ERA, CULMINATING IN THE RESORT'S CLOSURE IN THE MID-20TH CENTURY.

IMPACT oF MepICAL ADVANCES

AS MODERN MEDICINE EVOLVED, THE PERCEIVED HEALTH BENEFITS OF MINERAL SPRINGS WERE QUESTIONED, LEADING TO A DECLINE
IN VISITORS SEEKING THERAPEUTIC TREATMENTS. THE RISE OF AUTOMORBILE TRAVEL ALSO SHIFTED VACATION PATTERNS
TOWARD COASTAL AND URBAN DESTINATIONS, REDUCING THE RESORT'S APPEAL AS A SPA RETREAT.

EconoMmic HARDSHIPS AND CLOSURE

DURING THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND W/ ORLD W AR Il, THE RESORT STRUGGLED FINANCIALLY. MAINTENANCE AND MODERNIZATION
EFFORTS WERE DEFERRED, AND PARTS OF THE PROPERTY FELL INTO DISREPAIR. ULTIMATELY, THE RESORT CEASED OPERATIONS IN
1986, ENDING NEARLY TWO CENTURIES OF CONTINUOUS SERVICE.



RESTORATION AND MODERN ERA

IN THE LATE 20TH AND EARLY 2 1ST CENTURIES, THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT EXPERIENCED A SIGNIFICANT RENAISSANCE.
RECOGNIZING ITS HISTORICAL VALUE AND POTENTIAL AS A LUXURY DESTINATION, OMNI HOTELS § RESORTS ACQUIRED THE
PROPERTY AND INITIATED EXTENSIVE RESTORATION PROJECTS. THE REVITALIZATION PRESERVED THE RESORT'S HISTORIC
ARCHITECTURE WHILE INCORPORATING MODERN AMENITIES, ATTRACTING A NEW GENERATION OF GUESTS.

OMNI HOTELS ACQUISITION

OMNI HOTELS € RESORTS PURCHASED THE BEDFORD SPRINGS PROPERTY IN 2007, EMBARKING ON A $90 MILLION RESTORATION
TO RESTORE THE RESORT'S GRANDEUR. THE PROJECT INCLUDED REFURBISHING GUEST ROOMS, RESTORING THE HISTORIC LOBBY
AND BALLROOMS, AND UPGRADING SPA AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. THE REOPENING IN 2009 MARKED A NEW CHAPTER IN THE
RESORT’S HISTORY, BLENDING HERITAGE WITH CONTEMPORARY LUXURY.

CURRENT FEATURES AND ATTRACTIONS

TobAY, THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT OFFERS:

® | UXURIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS IN HISTORIC AND MODERN BUILDINGS
e A FULL-SERVICE SPA UTILIZING MINERAL SPRING WATERS

CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSE WITH HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

® [INE DINING OPTIONS REFLECTING REGIONAL CUISINE

® EVENT SPACES FOR \WEDDINGS, CONFERENCES, AND SOCIAL GATHERINGS

ARCHITECTURAL AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO AMERICAN RESORT ARCHITECTURE AND CULTURAL HISTORY.
|TS BUILDINGS SHOWCASE STYLES RANGING FROM FEDERAL TO \/ICTORIAN, ILLUSTRATING EVOLVING TASTES AND DESIGN
PHILOSOPHIES. THE RESORT'S PRESERVATION EFFORTS HAVE MADE IT A NATIONAL HisToRrIC LANDMARK DISTRICT, EMPHASIZING
ITS IMPORTANCE IN THE NATION'S HERITAGE.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES AND FEATURES

THE RESORT FEATURES A BLEND OF ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS, INCLUDING:

FEDERAL-STYLE STONE BUILDINGS FROM THE EARLY 1800s

e VICTORIAN-ERA EXPANSIONS WITH ORNATE DETAILING

EARLY 20TH-CENTURY ADDITIONS REFLECTING COLONIAL REVIVAL INFLUENCES

® RESTORED INTERIORS WITH PERIOD-APPROPRIATE FURNISHINGS AND DECOR



CULTURAL IMPACT AND LEGACY

BEYOND ITS PHYSICAL STRUCTURES, THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN AMERICAN SOCIAL
HISTORY. |T SERVED AS A GATHERING PLACE FOR POLITICAL LEADERS, ARTISTS, AND SOCIALITES, INFLUENCING REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM. THE RESORT'S ONGOING OPERATION PRESERVES THIS LEGACY, OFFERING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
AND HISTORICAL TOURS THAT HIGHLIGHT ITS PAST.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHEN WAS THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT ORIGINALLY ESTABLISHED?

THe OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT WAS ORIGINALLY ESTABLISHED IN 1806, MAKING IT ONE OF THE OLDEST RESORTS IN
AMERICA.

\WHAT HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE DOES THE BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT HOLD?

THE BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT IS HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT AS A POPULAR 19QTH-CENTURY SPA DESTINATION KNOWN FOR ITS
MINERAL SPRINGS, ATTRACTING NOTABLE FIGURES INCLUDING U.S. PRESIDENTS AND POLITICIANS.

WHICH U.S. PRESIDENTS HAVE VISITED THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT?

SEVERAL U.S. PRESIDENTS, INCLUDING JAMES BUCHANAN, WHO USED IT AS A SUMMER W/HITE HOUSE, AS WELL AS ULYSSES S.
GRANT AND DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, HAVE VISITED THE BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT.

How DID THE MINERAL SPRINGS CONTRIBUTE TO THE RESORT’S POPULARITY?

THE MINERAL SPRINGS AT BEDFORD SPRINGS WERE BELIEVED TO HAVE HEALING PROPERTIES, WHICH MADE THE RESORT A POPULAR
HEALTH RETREAT DURING THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES.

WHAT ARCHITECTURAL STYLES ARE FEATURED IN THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT?

THE RESORT SHOWCASES A BLEND OF ARCHITECTURAL STYLES, INCLUDING FEDERAL, VICTORIAN, AND COLONIAL REVIVAL,
REFLECTING ITS LONG HISTORY AND VARIOUS RENOVATIONS.

How HAS THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT EVOLVED OVER TIME?

THE RESORT HAS EVOLVED FROM A 19TH-CENTURY SPA DESTINATION TO A MODERN LUXURY RESORT, UNDERGOING SEVERAL
RENOVATIONS AND EXPANSIONS WHILE PRESERVING ITS HISTORIC CHARM AND SIGNIFICANCE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. BepForp SPRINGS: A HISTORIC RESORT’S JOURNEY THROUGH TIME

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE RICH HISTORY OF THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT, TRACING ITS ORIGINS FROM THE 18TH
CENTURY TO THE PRESENT DAY. |T DELVES INTO THE ARCHITECTURAL EVOLUTION OF THE RESORT, THE NOTABLE GUESTS WHO
HAVE STAYED THERE, AND THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MINERAL SPRINGS. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO HOW THE RESORT
HAS ADAPTED THROUGH VARIOUS HISTORICAL PERIODS WHILE PRESERVING ITS HERITAGE.

2. THE HEALING WATERS OF BEDFORD SPRINGS

FOCUSING ON THE NATURAL MINERAL SPRINGS THAT MADE BEDFORD SPRINGS FAMOUS, THIS BOOK DETAILS THE THERAPEUTIC
PROPERTIES ATTRIBUTED TO THE WATERS AND THEIR IMPACT ON HEALTH TOURISM. T COVERS EARLY NATIVE AMERICAN USE,
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE RESORT AS A HEALTH DESTINATION, AND MODERN SCIENTIFIC PERSPECTIVES ON THE SPRINGS. THE
NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS THE BLEND OF NATURE AND WELLNESS THAT DEFINES THE RESORT’S LEGACY.



3. GILDED AGE ELEGANCE AT BEDFORD SPRINGS

THIS VOLUME CAPTURES THE OPULENCE AND SOCIAL SCENE OF BEDFORD SPRINGS DURING THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH
CENTURIES. THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHS, PERSONAL ACCOUNTS, AND ARCHIVAL RESEARCH, READERS WITNESS THE GRANDEUR OF
THE RESORT AS A PLAYGROUND FOR AMERICA’S ELITE. THE BOOK ALSO EXAMINES THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLES AND LUXURY
AMENITIES THAT ATTRACTED PROMINENT FIGURES OF THE GILDED AGE.

4. PRESERVING BEDFORD SPRINGS: RESTORATION AND RENEWAL

DETAILING THE EXTENSIVE RESTORATION EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN IN THE LATE 20TH AND EARLY 2 1ST CENTURIES, THIS BOOK
CHRONICLES HOW THE OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT WAS REVITALIZED. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE CHALLENGES OF PRESERVING
HISTORIC STRUCTURES WHILE UPGRADING FACILITIES TO MODERN STANDARDS. THE NARRATIVE ALSO EMPHASIZES THE
COMMUNITY’S ROLE IN SAFEGUARDING THIS CULTURAL LANDMARK.

5. PoLITICAL RETREAT: BEDFORD SPRINGS IN AMERICAN HISTORY

THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES THE ROLE OF BEDFORD SPRINGS AS A VENUE FOR POLITICAL MEETINGS, RETREATS, AND NEGOTIATIONS.
|T RECOUNTS NOTABLE EVENTS, INCLUDING PRESIDENTIAL VISITS AND KEY POLITICAL GATHERINGS THAT TOOK PLACE AT THE
RESORT. THE BOOK PROVIDES CONTEXT ON HOW THE RESORT’S SERENE ENVIRONMENT INFLUENCED AMERICAN POLITICAL HISTORY.

6. BEDFORD SPRINGS: ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN THROUGH THE AGES

FOCUSING ON THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE OF THE RESORT, THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE VARIOUS DESIGN INFLUENCES THAT
SHAPED THE PROPERTY’S BUILDINGS AND LANDSCAPE. |T COVERS STYLES FROM FEDERAL AND VICTORIAN TO COLONIAL
REVIVAL, HIGHLIGHTING THE WORK OF PROMINENT ARCHITECTS AND DESIGNERS. READERS LEARN ABOUT THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN
AESTHETICS, FUNCTION, AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT.

7. THE SocCIAL HISTORY OF BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT

THIS WORK DELVES INTO THE SOCIAL FABRIC OF THE RESORT COMMUNITY, INCLUDING GUESTS, STAFF, AND LOCAL RESIDENTS. T
EXAMINES TRADITIONS, SOCIAL EVENTS, AND THE EVOLVING DEMOGRAPHICS OVER THE CENTURIES. THE BOOK PAINTS A VIVID
PICTURE OF LIFE AT BEDFORD SPRINGS BEYOND ITS PHYSICAL STRUCTURES.

8. BEDFORD SPRINGS AND THE EVOLUTION OF AMERICAN TOURISM

TRACING THE DEVELOPMENT OF BEDFORD SPRINGS WITHIN THE BROADER TRENDS OF AMERICAN TOURISM, THIS BOOK ANALYZES
HOW CHANGING TASTES AND TRANSPORTATION ADVANCES AFFECTED THE RESORT’S POPULARITY. |T DISCUSSES THE
TRANSITION FROM HEALTH SPA TO LUXURY RESORT AND THE MARKETING STRATEGIES USED THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY. THE
BOOK OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO THE ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL FORCES SHAPING TOURISM IN THE REGION.

Q. GHOSTS AND LEGENDS OF BEDFORD SPRINGS

EXPLORING THE FOLKLORE AND GHOST STORIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE HISTORIC RESORT, THIS BOOK ADDS A MYSTICAL
DIMENSION TO BEDFORD SPRINGS® HISTORY. IT COLLECTS TALES FROM STAFF, GUESTS, AND LOCAL STORYTELLERS, WEAVING A
NARRATIVE THAT BLENDS FACT AND LEGEND. THIS BOOK APPEALS TO THOSE INTERESTED IN THE MYSTERIOUS AND
SUPERNATURAL ASPECTS OF HISTORIC PLACES.
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