
omega psi phi history
omega psi phi history is a rich and inspiring narrative that traces the origins,
development, and impact of one of the most prominent historically African American
fraternities. Founded in 1911 at Howard University, Omega Psi Phi has played a significant
role in promoting academic excellence, community service, and cultural pride among
African American men. This article explores the fraternity's founding principles, its growth
over the decades, notable members, and its ongoing contributions to society.
Understanding the omega psi phi history provides insight into the broader context of
African American collegiate life and the fraternity's commitment to leadership and social
upliftment. The legacy of Omega Psi Phi reflects a commitment to the principles of
manhood, scholarship, perseverance, and uplift. This comprehensive overview will guide
readers through the foundational events, organizational structure, and the fraternity’s
cultural significance.
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Founding and Early Years of Omega Psi Phi

The omega psi phi history begins on November 17, 1911, at Howard University in
Washington, D.C. It was founded by three undergraduate students: Edgar Amos Love, Oscar
James Cooper, and Frank Coleman, with the guidance of their faculty advisor, Dr. Ernest
Everett Just. This fraternity was the first international fraternal organization founded on the
campus of a historically black college or university (HBCU). The founders aimed to create a
brotherhood that emphasized scholarship, manhood, perseverance, and uplift, values that
would guide the fraternity’s mission and activities.

Founders and Founding Vision

The founders of Omega Psi Phi were distinguished young men who sought to develop a
fraternity that would support African American men in their academic and personal lives.
Edgar Amos Love was a dedicated student and community leader; Oscar James Cooper was



a prominent medical student; and Frank Coleman was a respected science student.
Together, under Dr. Just’s mentorship, they established an organization that would foster
lifelong bonds and leadership among its members.

Early Challenges and Growth

In its formative years, Omega Psi Phi faced the challenges common to African American
organizations during the early 20th century, including racial segregation and limited
resources. Despite these obstacles, the fraternity quickly established chapters at other
colleges, expanding its influence beyond Howard University. The early members were
driven by a strong sense of purpose and commitment to improving both individual lives and
the African American community as a whole.

Core Principles and Symbolism

The omega psi phi history is deeply intertwined with its foundational principles and rich
symbolism. The fraternity’s cardinal principles—manhood, scholarship, perseverance, and
uplift—serve as the ethical foundation for its members’ conduct and community
involvement. These principles encapsulate the fraternity’s mission to develop strong
leaders and promote academic achievement and social progress.

The Cardinal Principles

Manhood: Emphasizes integrity, courage, and responsibility in personal and public
life.

Scholarship: Encourages academic excellence and lifelong learning.

Perseverance: Highlights the importance of determination in overcoming challenges.

Uplift: Focuses on community service and the advancement of society.

Fraternity Symbols and Colors

The symbols of Omega Psi Phi are rich in meaning and tradition. The fraternity’s colors are
royal purple and old gold, representing royalty and high ideals. The official flower is the
violet, symbolizing modesty and faithfulness. The fraternity’s emblem and shield
incorporate these colors and other iconography that reflect its values and history. These
symbols foster a sense of identity and pride among members and alumni.



Expansion and Growth Across the United States

Following its establishment, Omega Psi Phi experienced steady expansion throughout the
20th century. The fraternity established chapters at numerous colleges and universities,
especially historically black institutions, and eventually extended its reach internationally.
This growth was driven by a commitment to service, leadership development, and
academic excellence.

National and International Chapters

Omega Psi Phi’s expansion included the foundation of graduate chapters that served alumni
and community members beyond college campuses. Today, the fraternity maintains
hundreds of undergraduate and graduate chapters across the United States and abroad,
including the Caribbean and Africa. This extensive network allows Omega Psi Phi to
maintain a significant presence in diverse communities.

Organizational Structure and Governance

The fraternity’s governance is overseen by a Grand Basileus (national president) and a
board of directors, supported by regional and chapter leadership. This structure ensures
consistency in upholding the fraternity’s principles and coordinating programs. Regular
conventions and meetings facilitate the sharing of best practices and foster brotherhood
among members.

Notable Members and Their Contributions

Omega Psi Phi has been home to many influential African American men who have made
significant contributions to various fields including civil rights, politics, entertainment,
sports, and education. The fraternity’s tradition of excellence is reflected in the
achievements of its members, who have often used their platforms to promote social
justice and community development.

Prominent Omega Psi Phi Members

Langston Hughes: Renowned poet and social activist who played a pivotal role in
the Harlem Renaissance.

Michael Strahan: Former NFL player and television personality known for his athletic
and media accomplishments.



Jesse Jackson: Civil rights leader and political activist who has championed social
equity.

Shaquille O'Neal: NBA Hall of Famer and philanthropist actively engaged in
community service.

Count Basie: Influential jazz musician and bandleader who shaped American music
history.

Impact of Members on Society

Members of Omega Psi Phi have leveraged their influence to promote education, advocate
for civil rights, and inspire future generations. Their commitment to the fraternity’s ideals
has contributed to societal change and upliftment, reinforcing the organization’s role as a
catalyst for positive impact.

Community Impact and Philanthropy

The omega psi phi history is marked by a strong tradition of community service and
philanthropy. The fraternity actively engages in programs that address educational
disparities, health awareness, and social justice. These efforts demonstrate Omega Psi Phi’s
enduring commitment to uplift and serve African American communities and society at
large.

Key Community Programs

Achievement Week: Celebrates outstanding individuals in education, community
service, and leadership.

Youth Mentorship: Provides guidance and support to young men to foster academic
and personal growth.

Health Initiatives: Promotes awareness on issues such as hypertension, prostate
cancer, and mental health.

Scholarship Programs: Offers financial assistance to deserving students to advance
their education.

Social Justice Advocacy: Supports efforts to address racial inequality and promote
civil rights.



Collaborations and Partnerships

Omega Psi Phi frequently collaborates with educational institutions, nonprofit organizations,
and government agencies to maximize its outreach and effectiveness. These partnerships
enhance the fraternity’s ability to deliver impactful programs and contribute to community
development.

Modern-Day Omega Psi Phi and Its Legacy

Today, Omega Psi Phi continues to honor its historic mission while adapting to
contemporary challenges and opportunities. The fraternity remains a vital force in
empowering African American men through leadership development, academic support,
and community engagement. Its legacy is preserved through ongoing initiatives and the
dedication of its members worldwide.

Contemporary Challenges and Initiatives

In the modern era, Omega Psi Phi addresses issues such as educational equity, voter
engagement, economic empowerment, and mental health awareness. The fraternity
embraces technology and social media to connect members and amplify its message. It
also places strong emphasis on ethical leadership and civic responsibility.

Preserving the Legacy

Through alumni involvement, historical documentation, and public education, Omega Psi
Phi ensures that its rich omega psi phi history remains a source of inspiration. The
fraternity’s commitment to its founding principles continues to guide its activities and
influence future generations of leaders.

Frequently Asked Questions

When and where was Omega Psi Phi founded?
Omega Psi Phi was founded on November 17, 1911, at Howard University in Washington,
D.C.

Who were the founders of Omega Psi Phi fraternity?
The founders, known as the Four Pearls, were Edgar Amos Love, Oscar James Cooper, Frank
Coleman, and Ernest Everett Just.



What is the significance of Omega Psi Phi's cardinal
principles?
Omega Psi Phi's cardinal principles are Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift,
serving as the foundation for the fraternity's mission and values.

How did Omega Psi Phi contribute to African American
history and culture?
Omega Psi Phi has contributed through community service, promoting education, civil
rights activism, and fostering leadership among African American men.

What are some notable historical milestones in Omega
Psi Phi's development?
Key milestones include the fraternity's incorporation in 1914, the establishment of chapters
nationwide, and its role in social justice movements throughout the 20th century.

Additional Resources
1. Omega Psi Phi: A Centennial History
This comprehensive work chronicles the first 100 years of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.,
highlighting its founding principles and significant milestones. The book provides detailed
accounts of the fraternity's evolution, its role in African American history, and its impact on
communities nationwide. It also features notable members and their contributions to
society.

2. The History and Legacy of Omega Psi Phi
This book explores the origins and enduring legacy of Omega Psi Phi, focusing on its
cultural and social influence. Readers gain insights into the fraternity’s commitment to
scholarship, leadership, and service. The narrative includes anecdotes and interviews with
prominent fraternity members.

3. Omega Psi Phi: Champions of Brotherhood and Service
Focusing on the fraternity’s dedication to brotherhood and community service, this book
highlights key programs and initiatives led by Omega Psi Phi. It underscores the
organization’s efforts in education, civil rights, and mentorship. The text also captures the
spirit and camaraderie that define Omega Psi Phi.

4. The Founders of Omega Psi Phi: Visionaries and Pioneers
This title delves into the lives of the four founders of Omega Psi Phi, detailing their vision
and the challenges they overcame in establishing the fraternity. It sheds light on their
academic and social backgrounds and how their ideals continue to inspire members today.
The book serves as a tribute to their lasting influence.

5. Omega Psi Phi in the Civil Rights Movement
Examining the fraternity’s active participation in the Civil Rights Movement, this book
highlights key members who were instrumental in advancing equality and justice. It



discusses the fraternity’s role in organizing, advocacy, and community empowerment
during a pivotal era in American history. The narrative connects past struggles to ongoing
social justice efforts.

6. Brotherhood and Excellence: The Story of Omega Psi Phi
This publication presents a detailed history of Omega Psi Phi’s commitment to academic
excellence and leadership development. It includes stories of remarkable members who
have excelled in various professional fields and contributed to the fraternity’s prestige. The
book also discusses the fraternity’s national programs and initiatives.

7. Omega Psi Phi: Pillars of Strength and Unity
Highlighting the fraternity’s emphasis on strength, unity, and cultural pride, this book
explores how Omega Psi Phi has fostered a sense of identity among African American men.
It covers fraternity traditions, rituals, and the significance of its symbols. The book also
addresses the fraternity’s global reach and community impact.

8. From Campus to Community: The Impact of Omega Psi Phi
This book traces the journey of Omega Psi Phi members from college campuses to
leadership roles in their communities. It showcases the fraternity’s influence in education,
political activism, and social change. Personal stories illustrate the transformative power of
brotherhood and service.

9. Omega Psi Phi: A Legacy of Leadership
Focusing on leadership development within the fraternity, this title examines how Omega
Psi Phi cultivates future leaders through mentorship and programming. It profiles
distinguished members who have made significant contributions in various sectors,
including business, government, and the arts. The book emphasizes the fraternity’s role in
shaping leaders committed to excellence and service.
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