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Introduction to the Old Scofield Study Bible

The Old Scofield Study Bible is a significant text in the world of biblical scholarship and Christian study.
Originally published in 1909 and updated in 1917, this version of the Bible has had a lasting impact on the way
many Christians interpret scripture. The Old Scofield Study Bible was created by Cyrus I. Scofield, a
theologian and minister, who aimed to provide readers with a comprehensive tool for understanding the Bible.
This article will explore the origins, features, and impact of the Old Scofield Study Bible, as well as its
relevance in contemporary Christian life.

Historical Background

Origins of the Old Scofield Study Bible

The Old Scofield Study Bible emerged during a time of significant theological development in America. The late
19th and early 20th centuries saw a growing interest in biblical literacy and the need for accessible
theological resources. Here are some key points regarding its origins:

1. Cyrus I. Scofield: Born in 1843, Scofield was a lawyer who converted to Christianity in his 30s. He became
a prominent figure in the dispensationalist movement, which emphasized a literal interpretation of the Bible and
the importance of understanding different biblical dispensations.

2. First Publication: The first edition of the Scofield Reference Bible was published in 1909. It featured
extensive annotations, cross-references, and study notes that aimed to clarify the text for readers.

3. 1917 Revision: The 1917 edition included revisions and additional notes that further solidified its
popularity among conservative evangelical Christians.

Key Themes of Dispensationalism

The Old Scofield Study Bible is closely aligned with dispensationalist theology, which posits that God
interacts with humanity in different ways throughout history. Key themes include:

- Literal Interpretation: Advocates of dispensationalism emphasize a literal reading of scripture, especially
prophetic texts.
- Eschatology: The study of end times is a significant focus, with many believers using the Old Scofield Bible to
understand prophetic timelines.
- Distinction between Israel and the Church: Scofield's teachings emphasize that God has distinct plans for
Israel and the Church, a view that remains central to dispensationalist theology.

Features of the Old Scofield Study Bible



Layout and Design

The Old Scofield Study Bible is designed to be user-friendly, making it an excellent tool for both study and
personal devotion. Key features include:

- Reference System: The Bible includes a reference system that allows readers to cross-reference related
scripture passages easily.
- Annotations: Scofield's annotations are located at the bottom of each page, providing context and
explanations for the verses above.
- Study Notes: The study notes cover various topics, including theology, history, and practical applications
of scripture.

Translation Used

The Old Scofield Study Bible primarily uses the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible. This translation was
chosen for its literary quality and historical significance. The KJV has been a cornerstone of English-speaking
Christianity for centuries, and its use in the Old Scofield Study Bible helps to maintain a connection to
traditional Christian beliefs and practices.

Supplementary Materials

In addition to the biblical text and annotations, the Old Scofield Study Bible includes several supplementary
materials:

- Introductions to Each Book: Each book of the Bible includes an introduction that provides background
information, authorship, and key themes.
- Concordance: A concordance allows readers to find specific words or topics within the Bible quickly.
- Maps and Charts: The inclusion of maps and charts helps readers visualize the geographical and historical
context of biblical events.

Impact and Legacy

Influence on Evangelical Christianity

The Old Scofield Study Bible has had a profound influence on evangelical Christianity, particularly in the
United States. Its impact can be seen in several ways:

1. Teaching Tool: The study notes have been widely used in church teaching and personal Bible study, helping
countless individuals deepen their understanding of scripture.
2. Promotion of Dispensationalism: The Bible played a key role in popularizing dispensationalist theology,
shaping the beliefs of many evangelical denominations.
3. Seminary Education: Many seminaries and Bible colleges include the Old Scofield Study Bible in their
curriculum, further embedding its teachings in the fabric of evangelical education.

Cultural Relevance

The Old Scofield Study Bible remains relevant in contemporary Christian culture. Its teachings continue to
resonate with many believers, and it is often referenced in sermons, teachings, and personal study. The enduring



popularity of the Scofield Bible can be attributed to several factors:

- Accessibility: The study features make it easy for readers of all levels to engage with the biblical text.
- Community Use: Many churches and Bible study groups utilize the Old Scofield Study Bible as a common
reference point for discussions and teachings.
- Digital Availability: With the rise of digital technology, the Old Scofield Study Bible has been made
available in various formats, allowing even wider access to its teachings.

Criticism and Controversy

Despite its popularity, the Old Scofield Study Bible has not been without criticism. Some points of contention
include:

- Theological Disputes: Critics argue that dispensationalism oversimplifies complex theological concepts and
can lead to a misinterpretation of scripture.
- Historical Context: Some scholars contend that Scofield's annotations reflect his own theological biases
and may not accurately represent the historical context of the biblical text.

Conclusion

The Old Scofield Study Bible is a significant resource for many Christians seeking to deepen their understanding
of scripture. Its blend of biblical text, annotations, and supplementary materials has made it a valuable tool
for study and teaching. While it has faced criticism and controversy, its influence on evangelical Christianity
and its enduring relevance in contemporary culture cannot be denied. As believers continue to engage with the
Bible, the Old Scofield Study Bible will likely remain an important part of their journey in faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Old Scofield Study Bible?

The Old Scofield Study Bible is a version of the Bible that includes notes and commentary by C.I. Scofield,
designed to aid in the study and understanding of Scripture.

When was the Old Scofield Study Bible first published?

The Old Scofield Study Bible was first published in 1909.

What translation is used in the Old Scofield Study Bible?

The Old Scofield Study Bible primarily uses the King James Version (KJV) of the Bible.

What are some unique features of the Old Scofield Study Bible?

Unique features include extensive footnotes, cross-references, and a systematic approach to biblical themes
such as dispensationalism.

How does the Old Scofield Study Bible differ from the New Scofield Study



Bible?

The Old Scofield Study Bible differs from the New Scofield Study Bible mainly in its notes and commentary, with
the latter containing updates and revisions made by other scholars after Scofield's time.

Who was C.I. Scofield?

C.I. Scofield was an American theologian and pastor, best known for his work in dispensational theology and
for creating the Scofield Reference Bible.

Is the Old Scofield Study Bible still widely used today?

Yes, the Old Scofield Study Bible remains popular among many evangelical Christians and is still widely used
for personal study and teaching.

What theological perspective is emphasized in the Old Scofield Study Bible?

The Old Scofield Study Bible emphasizes dispensationalism, which divides biblical history into distinct periods or
'dispensations' in which God interacts differently with humanity.

Are there any criticisms of the Old Scofield Study Bible?

Yes, some critics argue that its dispensational framework can lead to misinterpretations of Scripture and that
its notes reflect a particular theological bias.

Where can I purchase an Old Scofield Study Bible?

The Old Scofield Study Bible can be purchased at various bookstores, online retailers, and Christian
bookstores, often in multiple formats including hardcover, leather-bound, and digital editions.
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