
of the law aleister crowley
Of the Law Aleister Crowley is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
realms of occultism, mysticism, and modern spirituality. Aleister Crowley,
often referred to as the "Great Beast," is a figure who has left a profound
impact on Western esotericism. His philosophies, teachings, and writings have
sparked debates, admiration, and even controversy over the years. This
article explores Crowley’s Law, its origins, significance, and its influence
on contemporary spiritual practices.

Understanding Aleister Crowley: A Brief
Biography

Aleister Crowley was born on October 12, 1875, in Leamington Spa, England. He
came from a wealthy family and was educated at prestigious institutions,
including Cambridge University. Crowley’s early life was marked by a search
for spiritual enlightenment, which eventually led him to explore various
esoteric traditions, including Thelema, Hermeticism, and Eastern
philosophies.

The Development of Thelema

Thelema, which means "will" in Greek, is a spiritual philosophy that Crowley
developed during the early 20th century. It is centered around the idea of
true will and personal freedom, emphasizing the importance of individualism
and self-discovery. Crowley’s experiences in North Africa, particularly his
mystical revelations while in Cairo in 1904, played a crucial role in shaping
Thelema.

Of the Law: The Book of the Law

One of Crowley’s most significant works is The Book of the Law (Liber AL vel
Legis), dictated to him by a spiritual entity named Aiwass in 1904. This book
is considered the foundation of Thelema and is composed of three chapters,
each revealing profound truths regarding the nature of existence, morality,
and the individual's place in the universe.

Key Themes in The Book of the Law

1. The Law of Thelema: The central tenet of Crowley’s philosophy is
encapsulated in the phrase, “Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the



Law.” This statement emphasizes the importance of following one's true will,
suggesting that each individual has a unique purpose that must be discovered
and pursued.

2. Love is the Law: The second part of the core statement is “Love is the
law, love under will.” Crowley believed that love, when aligned with one’s
true will, is a powerful force that can lead to spiritual fulfillment and
enlightenment.

3. The Aeon of Horus: Crowley proclaimed that humanity was entering a new
spiritual age, known as the Aeon of Horus. This epoch is characterized by the
rise of individualism, personal freedom, and the breaking of traditional
moral constraints.

The Significance of Crowley’s Law

Crowley’s Law has profound implications for both individuals and society. It
challenges conventional notions of morality and encourages followers to
explore their true nature and desires. Here are some of the key significances
of Crowley’s Law:

1. Individualism and Self-Discovery

The Law promotes the idea that each person possesses a unique purpose. By
encouraging individuals to seek and follow their true will, Crowley’s
teachings advocate for a form of spiritual autonomy that has resonated with
many seekers of truth.

2. Rejection of Traditional Morality

Crowley’s philosophy invites practitioners to scrutinize and often reject
societal norms and moral codes that may inhibit personal growth. This aspect
of Thelema has led to both admiration and criticism, as it challenges deeply
ingrained beliefs about right and wrong.

3. Spiritual Empowerment

By emphasizing love and will, Crowley’s teachings empower individuals to take
control of their lives and destinies. Followers are encouraged to embrace
their desires and pursue them with passion, aligning their actions with their
true purpose.



The Influence of Crowley’s Law Today

Crowley’s Law and Thelema continue to influence various modern spiritual
movements and practices. Here are some areas where Crowley’s impact is
evident:

1. Contemporary Paganism and Wicca

Crowley’s ideas have been integrated into many contemporary pagan practices,
including Wicca. The emphasis on personal will and the celebration of the
individual resonate with the values of many modern practitioners who seek a
more personal and direct relationship with the divine.

2. New Age Spirituality

The New Age movement, with its focus on self-exploration, personal
empowerment, and spiritual awakening, has drawn from Crowley’s teachings.
Concepts like manifestation, spiritual healing, and the pursuit of one’s true
path align closely with Crowley’s ideas.

3. Esoteric and Occult Organizations

Numerous esoteric and occult groups, such as the Ordo Templi Orientis
(O.T.O.) and the Temple of Thelema, have emerged, promoting Crowley’s
teachings. These organizations often serve as communal spaces for individuals
seeking deeper understanding and practice of Thelema.

Criticism and Controversy Surrounding Crowley’s
Law

Despite Crowley’s influence, his teachings have not been without criticism.
Various groups and individuals have condemned Crowley for his lifestyle
choices, including drug use, sexual liberation, and associations with black
magic. Critics argue that his philosophies may lead followers astray from
traditional moral values.

1. Misinterpretation of Thelema

One of the significant criticisms is the potential for misinterpretation of
Crowley’s teachings. Some individuals may take the principle of “do what thou



wilt” to justify harmful or destructive behaviors, overlooking the importance
of love and responsibility that Crowley emphasized.

2. The Image of the “Great Beast”

Crowley’s self-identification with the “Great Beast” has contributed to his
controversial reputation. Many view him as a figure of darkness, while others
argue that his teachings are misunderstood and represent a deeper quest for
truth.

Conclusion

In conclusion, of the Law Aleister Crowley represents a complex interplay of
spiritual philosophy, personal empowerment, and societal critique. Crowley’s
Law encourages individuals to seek their true will and embrace their unique
paths, challenging traditional moral frameworks along the way. While his
teachings continue to inspire and provoke thought, they also invite scrutiny
and debate. Whether viewed as an enlightened mystic or a controversial
figure, Aleister Crowley’s contributions to modern spirituality are
undeniable, making him a pivotal personality in the exploration of the human
spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Law' according to Aleister Crowley?
'The Law' according to Aleister Crowley is encapsulated in the phrase 'Do
what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law,' which emphasizes individual
will and personal freedom as the guiding principle of one's life.

How does Aleister Crowley's concept of 'Thelema'
relate to 'The Law'?
Thelema is the philosophical and spiritual system developed by Crowley,
centered around the idea of 'The Law' that promotes the pursuit of one's true
will and personal destiny, advocating that each individual has a unique
purpose.

What are the implications of 'The Law' on personal
ethics according to Crowley?
Crowley's 'The Law' suggests that personal ethics are subjective and should
be based on one's true will, encouraging individuals to seek their own path



and make choices that align with their authentic selves.

How did Aleister Crowley's 'The Law' influence
modern occult practices?
Crowley's 'The Law' has profoundly influenced modern occult practices by
promoting the idea of self-discovery and personal empowerment, leading to the
establishment of various spiritual movements and organizations that embrace
these principles.

What criticisms have been leveled against Crowley's
interpretation of 'The Law'?
Critics of Crowley's interpretation of 'The Law' argue that it can lead to
hedonism or moral relativism, as the emphasis on individual will may
encourage actions that disregard societal norms and ethical considerations.

How did Crowley’s experiences shape his views on
'The Law'?
Crowley's personal experiences, including his travels, studies in various
religions, and explorations of mysticism, shaped his views on 'The Law' by
informing his belief in the importance of personal experience and the pursuit
of one's true will as a divine mandate.
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