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notebooks 1935 1942 albert camus represent a crucial period in the intellectual and literary

development of the French philosopher and writer Albert Camus. These notebooks, spanning from

1935 to 1942, provide invaluable insights into Camus’s evolving thoughts on existentialism, absurdism,

and human nature during a turbulent historical era. The writings contained in these personal journals

reveal the formative ideas that would later influence his major works such as "The Stranger" and "The

Myth of Sisyphus." This article explores the significance of these notebooks, their thematic content,

and their impact on Camus's philosophy and literature. A detailed examination also highlights the

historical context and the stylistic features present in these early writings. The following sections will

provide a comprehensive overview of the notebooks 1935 1942 albert camus, focusing on their

background, themes, philosophical insights, and literary importance.

Background and Historical Context of Camus’s Notebooks

Thematic Exploration in Notebooks 1935–1942

Philosophical Development and Key Concepts

Influence on Camus’s Later Works

Stylistic and Literary Features

Background and Historical Context of Camus’s Notebooks

The notebooks written by Albert Camus between 1935 and 1942 were composed during a critical



period marked by political upheaval and personal growth. This era encompasses the years before and

during the early years of World War II, a time that deeply influenced Camus’s worldview. Born in 1913

in Algeria, Camus was navigating his early adulthood, intellectual formation, and burgeoning literary

career. These notebooks served as a private space where he recorded reflections on society, politics,

and human existence.

Historical Influences During 1935–1942

The geopolitical climate of Europe, particularly the rise of fascism and the outbreak of World War II,

profoundly shaped Camus’s thinking. His exposure to the Spanish Civil War and the Nazi occupation

of France contributed to his moral and political reflections documented in these notebooks.

Additionally, Camus’s engagement with the French Resistance during the war years added urgency

and depth to his writings.

Camus’s Personal Circumstances

During this period, Camus was also contending with personal challenges including health issues and

financial instability. Despite these difficulties, his notebooks reveal an intense intellectual activity and a

commitment to exploring philosophical questions. The notebooks offer a rare glimpse into Camus's

evolving identity as a writer and thinker.

Thematic Exploration in Notebooks 1935–1942

The notebooks 1935 1942 albert camus contain a rich array of themes that foreshadow his later

philosophical and literary output. The predominant themes include absurdity, rebellion, justice, and the

human condition. These early reflections provide foundational material for understanding Camus’s



existential concerns.

Absurdity and the Human Condition

One of the central themes in the notebooks is the concept of the absurd—the conflict between human

beings’ search for meaning and the indifferent universe. Camus articulates the tension inherent in this

confrontation, emphasizing the need to face absurdity without resorting to nihilism or escapism. This

theme became a cornerstone of his philosophy.

Rebellion and Resistance

Another significant theme is rebellion, both political and metaphysical. The notebooks explore the

moral imperative to resist oppression and injustice, reflecting Camus’s own involvement in resistance

movements. This rebellion is not only against external forces but also an internal struggle to affirm

human dignity.

Justice and Ethics

Camus’s reflections on justice during this period anticipate his later critiques of totalitarianism and his

advocacy for ethical responsibility. The notebooks reveal his concern with the consequences of

violence and the importance of maintaining moral integrity in times of crisis.

Philosophical Development and Key Concepts

The notebooks from 1935 to 1942 document the early philosophical development of Albert Camus,



showcasing key concepts that would define his intellectual legacy. These writings demonstrate his

engagement with existentialist and phenomenological ideas, while also highlighting his unique

contributions to 20th-century philosophy.

Existentialism and Beyond

Although often associated with existentialism, Camus’s notebooks clarify his nuanced stance that

diverges from existentialist orthodoxy. He questions traditional existentialist solutions to absurdity and

proposes a philosophy grounded in acceptance and revolt rather than despair or transcendence.

The Myth of Sisyphus and the Absurd Hero

Early formulations of the myth of Sisyphus appear in these notebooks, where Camus reflects on the

figure of Sisyphus as an embodiment of human perseverance in the face of absurdity. This metaphor

encapsulates Camus’s vision of the absurd hero who finds meaning through struggle and defiance.

Concept of the “Revolt”

The notion of revolt emerges as a central philosophical motif, representing a conscious decision to

confront absurdity without resignation. Camus elaborates on revolt as an ethical stance that affirms life

and human freedom despite the absence of inherent meaning.

Influence on Camus’s Later Works

The notebooks 1935 1942 albert camus laid the groundwork for many of the ideas that would be fully



developed in his subsequent essays, novels, and plays. The evolution of his thought during this period

directly influenced landmark works that continue to be studied and admired.

The Stranger and the Absurd

The existential themes first explored in the notebooks are vividly realized in "The Stranger," published

in 1942. The protagonist’s indifferent attitude toward life and death reflects the absurdist philosophy

Camus was formulating in his private writings.

The Myth of Sisyphus Essay

Published shortly after the notebook period, "The Myth of Sisyphus" expands on the themes introduced

in the journals. The essay elaborates on the absurd condition and the human response of revolt,

illustrating the continuity between Camus’s early notes and his mature philosophy.

Other Literary Works

Beyond these major works, the notebooks influenced Camus’s approach to morality and justice in later

novels such as "The Plague" and "The Fall," where existential and ethical questions remain central.

Stylistic and Literary Features

The notebooks 1935 1942 albert camus also exhibit distinctive stylistic and literary characteristics that

reveal his evolving voice as a writer. The format, language, and tone of these writings contribute to

their significance both as philosophical documents and literary artifacts.



Form and Structure

The notebooks are composed in a fragmented, aphoristic style typical of personal journals. This form

allows for spontaneous reflections, experimental ideas, and a fluid exploration of themes without the

constraints of formal publication. The structure provides a dynamic record of Camus’s intellectual

journey.

Language and Tone

Camus’s language in these notebooks balances poetic sensitivity with philosophical rigor. The tone

ranges from contemplative to urgent, mirroring the tensions of the historical context and his personal

engagement with profound questions.

Use of Metaphor and Imagery

Throughout the notebooks, Camus employs vivid metaphors and symbolic imagery to express complex

ideas. The recurring use of natural and mythological references enriches the text and helps articulate

the existential themes central to his thought.

Fragmented journal entries and aphorisms

Poetic yet precise language

Symbolic use of myth and nature imagery

Reflective and urgent tone



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 'Notebooks 1935-1942' by Albert Camus?

The 'Notebooks 1935-1942' are a collection of personal writings by Albert Camus, capturing his

thoughts, reflections, and philosophical ideas during the early years of his career, including the period

of World War II.

Why are the years 1935 to 1942 significant in Albert Camus's

notebooks?

These years cover a formative period in Camus's life when he developed key themes of his

philosophy, such as absurdism and rebellion, against the backdrop of political turmoil and the Second

World War.

What themes are explored in Albert Camus's 'Notebooks

1935-1942'?

The notebooks explore themes like absurdity, existentialism, human freedom, justice, rebellion, and the

human condition, which later became central to his major works.

How did the historical context influence Camus's writings in his

notebooks from 1935 to 1942?

The rise of fascism, the Spanish Civil War, and World War II deeply influenced Camus's reflections on

morality, resistance, and the role of the individual in society during this period.



Are the 'Notebooks 1935-1942' by Albert Camus available in

English?

Yes, the notebooks have been translated into English and are available in various editions, providing

insight into Camus's early philosophical development.

How do the 'Notebooks 1935-1942' relate to Camus's later

published works?

The notebooks contain the seeds of ideas that Camus later expanded upon in his novels, essays, and

plays, such as 'The Stranger,' 'The Myth of Sisyphus,' and 'The Plague.'

What is the literary style of Albert Camus's notebooks from 1935 to

1942?

The notebooks are introspective and philosophical, combining personal reflections with observations on

social and political issues, often written in a fragmentary and aphoristic style.

Who might benefit from reading Albert Camus's 'Notebooks

1935-1942'?

Students, scholars of philosophy and literature, and readers interested in existentialism and historical

context of Camus's thought would find the notebooks valuable.

Where can one find or purchase Albert Camus's 'Notebooks

1935-1942'?

The notebooks can be found in bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and libraries. They may also

be included in collected works or academic publications on Camus.



Additional Resources

1. The Notebooks of Albert Camus: 1935-1942

This book compiles the personal notebooks of Albert Camus during the critical years of 1935 to 1942.

It offers unique insights into the development of his philosophical ideas and literary style. Readers gain

a behind-the-scenes look at his reflections on existentialism, absurdism, and the socio-political climate

of the time.

2. Camus and the Absurd: Early Writings and Notebooks

Focusing on Camus's early notebooks, this volume explores the genesis of his concept of the absurd.

Through excerpts from 1935 to 1942, readers witness the evolution of his thoughts amidst the turmoil

of pre-war and wartime Europe. The book contextualizes his philosophical inquiries within his personal

experiences.

3. Existential Notebooks: The Formative Years of Albert Camus

This collection sheds light on Camus’s intellectual journey before becoming a renowned writer. The

notebooks from 1935 to 1942 reveal his grappling with existential questions and the human condition.

The commentary highlights how these formative years influenced his later masterpieces.

4. Albert Camus: Notebooks and Writings from the War Years

Covering the period of 1939 to 1942, this book delves into Camus’s reflections during World War II.

The notebooks reveal his philosophical and moral struggles as he confronted the realities of conflict

and resistance. It is an essential read for understanding the historical impact on his work.

5. The Philosophy of Camus: Insights from Early Notebooks

An analytical approach to Camus’s philosophical development through his early notebooks between

1935 and 1942. The book examines key themes such as absurdity, rebellion, and justice. It provides

readers with an in-depth understanding of how Camus formulated his ideas.

6. Inner Dialogues: Albert Camus’s Notebooks 1935-1942

This intimate collection presents Camus’s private thoughts and musings during a turbulent era. The

notebooks offer a window into his creative process and his struggles with identity and meaning. The



book is both a literary and philosophical treasure.

7. Camus in Context: Notebooks from 1935 to 1942

Placing Camus’s notebooks within the historical and cultural framework of the late 1930s and early

1940s, this book explores how external events shaped his writing. It highlights the interplay between

his personal reflections and the world around him. Readers gain a richer understanding of his early

work.

8. From Notebooks to Novels: The Early Works of Albert Camus

Tracing the path from Camus’s notebooks to his first published works, this book illustrates the

transformation of raw ideas into literary art. It focuses on the years 1935 to 1942, showing how initial

thoughts matured into celebrated narratives. The work is ideal for fans of literary history and creative

processes.

9. The War and the Word: Albert Camus’s Notebooks 1935-1942

This volume emphasizes the relationship between the war’s impact and Camus’s philosophical

writings. Through his notebooks, readers see how the conflict influenced his perspectives on human

nature, morality, and resistance. The book is a compelling exploration of the intersection between

history and philosophy.
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